
HE WILL NOT LEAVE, PT. 1 - HOW IT STARTED, HOW IT’S GOING
I. INTRO: I was born in 1986 - 34 years old. I’m an old Millennial. Millennial (81-96)

A. Gen Z(97-12),Gen X(65-80),Boomers(46-64) Big diff. b/w old&young mill. Internet!
B. Still trying to figure out: memes, tiktok videos, viral. How culture expresses itself.
C. Meme that has caught my eye: HOW IT STARTED, HOW IT’S GOING. 

1. Use it to celebrate - CAPS & GOMEZ. Lament - 2020. I so resonate with this one. 
D. Resonate: Faith. As a pastor, people tell me: I remember when I first came to Jesus…

1. Joyful, Zealous, Sure. Now: Not excited. Questions. Culture. I wish I could go back…
II. This morning. Bring Luke Vol. 1 to a close. Fall: Vision and Romans! Mediate on Psalm 143. 

A. Curt: “We know God cares about what we feel because he gave us the Psalms!”
1. Psalms: Anger, judgement, joy, fear, anxiety, rest, gratitude, etc…

B. Psalm 143: David is looking back on what it was like when he first believed in God.
1. Thirsting for that relationship w/ God again. Confessing apathy & indifference.

C. Amazing about Psalms: Give God raw thoughts & encouraged w/ truth. Not invalidate.
1. Series: HE WILL NOT LEAVE. As David confesses, he’s encouraged w/ the truth that God will 

never leave. I want us to be encouraged by that. Read Psalm 143:1-6.
2. What emotions/feelings do you resonate with: Answer me! Faint. Appalled Thirst.

III. THREE TRUTHS ABOUT YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. (Stanzas. 1 truth/stanza)
A. TRUTH #1: God Hears You on the Basis of His Righteousness, Not Yours

1. Read v.1-2. Who does David appeal to? Basis of rel. can’t be MY righteousness.
a) Daniel 9:16-19 - 70 yr exile. After reading Jer. Persians just defeated Babylonians.
b) God hears you on the basis of His righteousness. Even if you’ve: Been apathetic, had a 

bad week, angry at God, questioning God, etc…
2. God doesn’t do rel. like the world. Not moody. No grudge. Not unpredictable.

a) Why safe to express true feelings. He’s consistent/steadfast w/ his response.
3. How? At the cross, Jesus satisfied the wrath of God and gave us his righteousness. 

a) Not universally applied to all people…only to children who repent. Ex: Ps & Dan.
4. Question - Are you His child? Are u willing to trust only in the cross & not yourself?
5. If you are his child - God hears you and it has nothing to do w/ your righteousness.

a) J.D. Greear - “This means that of all the things I might wonder with regard to an unanswered prayer, I 
never have to wonder what it means about how God feels about me. The cross shows me that any reason 
that would ever make God turn away from me was laid on Jesus, and the Father turned away from him as he 
hung there in my place. God placed my sin on Jesus so that he would never turn away from me.”1

B. TRUTH #2: Hard Things are Not a Sign That God has Abandoned You
1. Read v.3-4. Spurgeon - Converted @ 15, New Park Street @ 19 in 1854.

a) Fame spread - moved to Exeter Hall. Anxiety b4 preaching.
b) 2 yrs later 1856 - Surrey Garden Music Hall. Disaster. 7 dead, dozens injured. 
c) Spurgeon was never the same. Chronic depression for the rest of his life. 
d) And yet, he says: “I, the preacher of this hour, beg to bear my witness that the worst days I have ever had 

have turned out to be my best days, and when God has seemed most cruel to me, he has then been most 
kind. If there is anything in this world for which I would bless him more than for anything else, it is for pain and 
affliction. I am sure that in these things the richest, tenderest love has been manifested to me. Our Father’s 
wagons rumble most heavily when they are bringing us the richest freight of the bullion of his grace. Love 
letters from heaven are often sent in black-edged envelopes. The cloud that is black with horror is big with 
mercy. Fear not the storm, it brings healing in its wings, and when Jesus is with you in the vessel the tempest 
only hastens the ship to its desired haven.”2

2. Are you confused by the things God is allowing you to endure today?
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a) Sickness. Division. Things not going as expected? The Psalms invite you to express all of 
what you feel to God. He is a safe place for that grief and anger. 

b) And let your soul be encouraged today by the truth that hard things are not a sign that God 
has abandoned you, but rather that he is more near than ever and doing a work in you that 
is more beautiful than you could imagine.

c)  “8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” -2 Cor 
12:8-10

C. TRUTH #3: The Longer You Walk With God the Harder You Will Thirst For Him
1. Read v.5-6. Even though we can be encouraged by these truths (#1&2) - how often do we 

thirst for the way things used to be? - simply and easy.
2. Ice Cream Place (would have been good as a kid) - You have walked w/ God thru hard things, 

grown in knowledge, tasted his goodness (Ps. 143)
a) Tozer - “O God, I have tasted Thy goodness, and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for more. I 

am painfully conscious of my need for further grace. I am ashamed of my lack of desire. O God, the Triune 
God, I want to want Thee; I long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still.”3

3. So, this morning, if you are parched and thirsty for God. I take that as a sign of maturity in your 
faith, not weakness…and I encourage you to do what the Psalmist does: stretch out your 
hands to God….and breathe (Selah).
a) Rest in the truth that God has not left you and he will not leave you. Not on the basis of 

your righteousness, but on the basis of his.
IV. Communion
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