
For preservice medita/ons: 

Consider this quote from Timothy Keller. 
“The gospel doesn’t primarily give you a duty, it gives you a beauty.” 

What are the beau/es the gospel gives us? 
What are the du/es the gospel gives us? 
Consider your struggles and frustra/ons and name them to the Lord, the giver of 
the beau/ful, guiding gospel. 

Scripture read before the sermon: Psalm 89 – Lori McCullough 

Guarding your heart 

What do you define as blessing? 
What do you define as a sign of God’s steadfast love, faithfulness and care? 
When you say, “If only I had _______, then I’d be content,” what goes in the 
blank? 
When you are tempted to envy the life of someone else, what are you envying? 
What causes you to ques/on God’s goodness and love? 
Or maybe a more provoca/ve way of saying it – what kind of Messiah do you want 
Jesus to be? 

We are in Luke 12 and beginning with verse 13 we find a man in the crowd around 
Jesus telling Jesus to make a judgment on his behalf and Jesus declares it to be 
covetousness. 

Luke 12:13-21 
English Standard Version 
The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 



produced plen/fully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is 
the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

There are three things in here I want to highlight. First, this man is looking to Jesus 
to be an arbitrator on his behalf so that he can clearly have what his heart is 
cove/ng. Jesus reveals the man’s heart for us. For you and me, basically this is the 
same thing as a prayer for things we covet and idolize. I say idolize because in 
Colossians 3:5 the Apostle Paul tells us “Put to death therefore what is earthly in 
you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry.” Covetousness is earthly and it is idolatry. Idolatry is the worship of 
anything as a god and more important or worthy of that worship above God. 

Second, we should note that Jesus calls us to guard our heart against having a 
covetous heart. How can you and I guard against that? How do we discover where 
our own heart is? How do we direct our heart? 

Third, Jesus says that the person that covets and lays up treasure for ourselves is 
not rich toward God. Clearly then, Jesus is telling us that being rich toward God is 
a guarding of our heart. How is one rich toward God? What does that mean? 
Many of us will have a reac/on that says, “I’m supposed to give more money and 
that is what this is about.” Is it? Is that what Jesus is aier here? That would make 
for a good giving sermon, but that is not what I think Jesus desires. He is desiring 
that you and I be free of idols and be sa/sfied, at peace, with His kingdom and not 
our own kingdoms. 

Where do I get that?  

So far, if you have heard last weeks passage from Luke 12, we have seen in 12:4 
Jesus tell his followers not to fear those who can kill the body (not to fear man). 
He then declares that God will not forget them. In 12:7 Jesus then tells them to 



fear not because they are of greater value to God than the sparrows He cares for. 
He gives as an example the fact that God knows how many hairs are on our head. 
In 12:11-12 Jesus tells His followers to not be anxious (or fear) what to say when 
they are brought before synagogues and rulers and authori/es. He said the Holy 
Spirit will be with them and provide.  

Jesus has set the stage for the next sec/on by addressing those things we fear or 
are anxious about. He tells the parable of the rich fool explaining what his 
covetous heart causes him to fear or be anxious about and it also explains what 
the fool thinks will sa/sfy his anxiety and allow him to live at peace. In the next 
verses we will cover, Jesus starts with the word “therefore”.  

Luke 12:22-34 
English Standard Version 
Do Not Be Anxious 

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is 
more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they 
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able 
to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the 
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, 
which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much 
more will he clothe you, O you of linle faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to 
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the na/ons of the world 
seek aier these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, 
seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 
32 “Fear not, linle flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 
where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 



In verse 22, Jesus tells His disciples to not be anxious (fear) about their lives, what 
to eat or wear. In verse 25 and 26 He asks them if being anxious (or fearing) can 
add a single hour to their life and then asks them if they can’t do that linle thing, 
why are they anxious (fear) about the rest of their life. Then in verse 32 he tells 
them (us) to fear not (do not be anxious) because it is their Father’s good pleasure 
to give them (us) the kingdom, His kingdom. I also might add that I use to think 
that when Jesus says, “how much more will He clothe you, O you of linle faith!” 
that He was basically chas/sing them for having linle faith. I see it completely 
different now. He is saying, although you have linle faith, He cares for you more 
than the grass and the birds and will clothe and feed you because that is who He 
is! 

What makes us anxious in our lives? What is it that we fear? Why is the quest of 
the rich fool in each of us? It is, isn’t it?  

Why do we get anxious and covet what others have and more and think that is 
what we need and then we will be content? 
What do you define as blessing? 
What do you define as a sign of God’s steadfast love, faithfulness and care? 
When you say, “If only I had _______, then I’d be content,” what goes in the 
blank? 
When you and I are tempted to envy the life of someone else, what are we 
envying? 
What causes any of us to ques/on God’s goodness and love? 
Or maybe a more provoca/ve way of saying it – what kind of Messiah do we want 
Jesus to be? 

Whatever your answers are, Jesus is telling us that it all has to do with where our 
hearts are rich. Again, what does it mean to be rich toward God? You may say, 
“Well there it is again, Monte. Jesus said to sell your possessions and give it to the 
needy. This is all about giving money and gerng rid of things! Then we will get the 
kingdom.” 

My answer to that aier studying God’s Word is, not so fast! Follow Jesus again 
through what He is saying. Cove/ng causes fear. God cares more for you than 
birds and lilies. He knows the very hair count on your head. He created you to 



need food and drink. He knows you need to be clothed. He provides more than 
that and it is pleasing to Him to give you His kingdom even if you have linle faith. 
That is not something you can earn. And it is not something that fades or is gone 
tomorrow. Nothing can harm or lessen it. It is yours as a follower of Christ and 
secure. It can’t be stolen from you and it will not be destroyed. 

If you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, consider the beauty of the offer from 
Jesus to forgive your sins because he paid the price for those viola/ons that cause 
a separa/on from God for you. Jesus went to the cross for that single purpose. He 
did that to make a way for our hearts to treasure God. Please come see me or any 
of us if you would like to talk about that or pursue a rela/onship with our Lord. 

I ask each of us here, where is your heart? On what does your heart depend and 
seek for peace and contentment? 

Being rich toward God is what I believe Jesus’ lesson is here. Here is the value of 
being rich toward God. Psalm 89 that Lori read for us is a perfect example of being 
rich toward God. It meditates on who God is. It declares who He is and what He 
has faithfully done. It declares His steadfast love. It remembers the blessings of 
the gospel in the midst of the duty to follow God’s commands. Tim Keller said, 
“The gospel doesn’t primarily give you a duty, it gives you a beauty.” The psalmist 
has remembered and declared all the beauty of who God is and what God’s 
promises are. Then the Psalm also shows us that the psalmist finds himself in the 
midst of asking God where that steadfast love and faithfulness is because it seems 
as though God has forgonen and is absent. Then the Psalm ends with “Blessed be 
the LORD forever! Amen and Amen!” That was the value of being rich toward God. 
It is being in pursuit of God. It is being in rela/onship with God. It is being 
emersed in God’s Word, His promises. You and I forget and are confused and 
distracted too easily. If we are not rich toward God, our hearts are not guarded. If 
what you and I are hearing every day, comes from conversa/ons, news, comments 
and the culture around us and not from God’s Word directly, we are not guarding 
our hearts. Whether we realize it or not, our hearts then are rich toward those 
other things speaking into our lives. That breeds anxiety, worry and fear because 
of the unknown. 



There are so many reasons to be discouraged in this world, it’s a wonder that 
anyone is happy. 
It’s discouraging to watch your marriage turn cold and distant. 
It’s disheartening to be betrayed by a dear friend. 
It’s disappoin/ng to lose the job you worked at with such commitment. 
It’s depressing to face a sickness that you are not sure you will ever lick. 
It’s hard to face the rebellion and rejec/on of your children. 
It’s discouraging to hear so oien about corrup/on in poli/cs and government. 
It’s disheartening to have to be concerned about crime and injus/ce. 
It’s tough to deal with the weakness of old age. 
It’s sad to see your church become more a place of controversy than gospel 
healing. 
It can seem as if everything in your life is in the process of decaying or in the 
danger of going bad. 
People die, dreams die, flowers die, and marriages, churches, jobs and friendships 
go bad. 

So where is encouragement to be found? It is found in grace, it is found in the 
beauty of the gospel as depicted by these beau/ful words: “Fear not, linle flock, 
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32)  

These words tell you it is not you against a world gone bad. Yes, you are a ci/zen 
of this world, and you are touched by its brokenness, but you must remind 
yourself that you are a ci/zen of a different kingdom.  

Your King rules over everything that would discourage and disappoint you, and He 
rules for your good and His glory. What is out of your control and my control is 
under His rule. What you and I don’t understand is under His careful 
administra/on. 

In one of my jobs that I had, one of the female coworkers under my management 
sent an email to my boss accusing me of calling her a few horrendous names, 
declaring things about her that were slanderous and saying I had made 
inappropriate sexual advances and sugges/ons. I should not know these things 
because of proper protocols for such things. But, my boss, basically in disbelief, 
called me the next morning and read the email to me. He should not have done 



that. That was the wrong protocol. This was an anack on my life, reputa/on, 
integrity and livelihood.  

I remember dis/nctly when I received the call. I was on Georgetown Pike in my 
commute when he called me and read it to me. In my own amazement and 
disbelief that this person would say and do such a thing, I knew what protocols 
had to be followed as a manger. I knew what path this had to take regardless of 
truth or fic/on. My habit for a commute was to listen to sermons and be emersed 
in hearing God’s Word and the good news of the gospel. I had been doing that at 
the /me. Remember those Apple iPods with the circular dial on the face? I had to 
pause that thing to pick up my cell phone and take the call. The process of 
listening to sermons when I drove to and from work had the effect of having my 
mind stayed on the Lord. I was at peace in the midst of the extreme threat. I told 
my boss, “I know what you have to do with this, and what your next step has to 
be. I can tell you it is not true, but you have to do what you have to do. I 
understand. The process has to play itself out one way or another. Thank you for 
lerng me know.” We hung up. I knew that all things needed to be as if I were not 
aware. I could not treat this employee differently for knowing. My boss sent the 
email to HR and he let HR know he had read it to me. So our HR person knew I 
knew. 

I can tell you that although bothered and confused, I was at peace knowing that 
this situa/on was under the careful administra/on of God my Father. Did I have 
other thoughts like “This was for my good??? This was for Your glory, God???” It 
didn’t seem like it and It didn’t feel like it. But, if I am being rich toward  God, 
seeking Him, reading His Word and consuming His thoughts and truth, I 
understand bener He is who His Word says He is. He is faithful and His steadfast 
love never ceases. I have nothing to fear or be anxious about. Who knows? Maybe 
that enabled my boss, or the employee, or the HR person to see God. That is in His 
hands and for Him. 

That employee was under me for several more years. There were no formal 
charges against my employment record and the best I could determine from the 
mee/ng that HR had with the two of us together, she was not claiming those 
things. She was claiming feeling unappreciated and overlooked for advancement. 
She never knew that I knew. 



I can only tell you, that peace came from being rich toward God and not rich 
toward this world and its ways. My King was in control. I was not in control, but I 
was in His care. I would be in His care regardless of the outcome. That is the 
beauty of the gospel and it enables me to do the duty of loving my neighbor as 
Jesus loved me. 

Don’t be discouraged today. You can leave your “What-ifs” and your “if-onlys” in 
the hands of the One who loves you more than the birds of the air and the flowers 
of the field and rules all things. I hope that if you were discouraged when you 
came in here today or started listening, you have more confidence in the One who 
is in control and administers all things whether we understand His perfect way or 
not. We are usually not aware of the whys but can be confident in the who if we 
are rich toward Him. That is a guarding of our hearts. 

Giving is good. Giving is right and what is commanded. But, I am not convinced 
that is what this passage is primarily about. Our worldly kingdoms and 
possessions that we are too concerned about will become idols that we are rich 
toward if we do not guard our hearts from the fear and anxiety of this worldly 
kingdom. The way we guard our hearts is to be rich toward God understanding His 
kingdom and trading ours for His. That is what selling possessions represents. It 
represents trading one kingdom for another.  

Isaiah 26:3 says “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, 
because he trusts in You.” 

Psalm 119:165 
Great peace have those who love your law; 
    nothing can make them stumble. 

Is your heart being guarded? Are you in pursuit of guarding your heart? In the 
pursuit of guarding our hearts, let’s go to God in prayer. 

Let’s take this moment to declare to God we are aware of his steadfast love and 
faithfulness. 
Let’s declare that no one or nothing is as mighty as our Father, God. 



Let’s declare His righteous and just ways for our good and His glory. 

Father, we do know You are pleased to give us Your kingdom and that we should 
not be in fear or be anxious or worry. We know you understand the way each of us 
struggles with faith. We know you are sovereign and are in perfect control of 
millions of things at one /me, yet you know when a single hair falls off our head. 
The worries of our lives are strong Lord. We hear that You are stronger. Our 
infirmi/es and struggles want to cause our hearts to look toward a different 
solu/on than You. We do tend to want a Messiah that will just soien these things 
and remove them. We are asking You to open the eyes of our hearts and to show 
us Yourself in such a way that we are assured, regardless, You are steadfast, 
faithful and want our good. Your glory is the only thing that will sa/sfy us. We 
would see that and know that You are pleased to give us Your Kingdom. Guard the 
heart of each of us today Lord. Cause our hearts to be rich toward You. Change 
our disposi/on because we are reminded of Your gospel today. 
We Love You Lord. 
It is in the beau/ful name of Jesus we pray these things. 
Amen.


