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I. SERIES PLUG 
a. Four years ago this month, our 

church was preparing to launch 
publicly.  

i. And we spent some time in a sermon 
series before our public launch called 
JOINING GOD’S MISSION. 

• And in this sermon series, we were 
establishing to our congregation not only 
the mission we believe God had given us 
but also the kind of culture we desired to 
have as a church.  

ii. Because we believe that the church of 
should have a distinct culture from the 
rest of the world around us. 
 

• It’s way too common for people to step out 
of the dysfunction of their homes and work 
places into the church just to find the same 
dysfunction present.  

• The way that people are viewed and 
treated in the church should not be the 
same as it works in the world.  
1. There should be something different in 

the church.  
iii. And the Scriptures tell us that the 

primary thing that makes us radically 
distinct from the world is the way we 
love one another.  

• The way we love one another as a church, 
and the way that we love our neighbor, is 
the greatest apologetic that we have as a 
church that verifies what we believe about 
Jesus. 
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• It should be the thing that is most attractive 
about the church…our love for one another. 

iv. But churches are often not marked by 
people who love one another with a 
Christ-like love.  

• Rather, churches are often infected with the 
disease of comparison. People comparing 
themselves to others…. 
1. How much they know about the Bible. 
2. How eloquently they can pray. 
3. Appearance. 
4. Politics. 
5. The behavior of their kids.  
6. Their education choices. 
7. Their diet. 
8. Their life-stage. 
9. And the list could go on and on.  

• And this disease will attack you in the form 
of pride causing you to believe you’re 
superior to certain people.  

• It also attacks you in the form of insecurity 
causing you to believe you’re inferior to 
certain people.  

v. And this reality creates a culture 
within a community where we 
primarily relate with one another 
through fear and comparison… 

• Constantly trying to discern what people 
think about us and trying to manage that in 
order to ensure that people have the 
highest opinion of us.  
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vi. Compare that to having a church 
culture where we primarily relate to 
one another through the freedom of 
the gospel… 

• Where the opinions of people have no 
power over us and our opinions of others 
are shaped by the gospel and not by the 
world.  

vii. So, this morning, we’re going to take a 
quick break from our study in the 
Gospel of Luke to study a couple of 
verses in Galatians 5 and I want to 
remind us this morning of what I did 
four years ago. 

• This glorious truth that in Christ you are 
neither superior, nor inferior to anybody. 

 
II. READ GALATIANS 5:25-26 

a. This is a short passage, but this 
passage carries a lot of weight 
because the Apostle Paul is 
bringing up a practical application 
of all of the theology that he has 
been unpacking for us through all 
of Galatians.  

i. In v.25, Paul speaks of keeping in step 
with the Holy Spirit.  

• Keeping in step with the Spirit basically 
means to follow the leadership, the 
guidance, the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 
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ii. And in order to understand exactly 
the nuts and bolts of what it means to 
follow the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit, we need to understand the 
point that Paul is trying to make in 
Galatians. 

iii. Let me give it to you in two sentences. 
• Here is the first sentence: If you are a 

follower of Jesus Christ, you are literally a 
child of God. 
1. That’s significant because Paul was 

writing this letter to a church that was 
being heavily influenced by a group of 
people called the Judaizers. 

2. The Judaizers taught that in order for 
Christians to truly be reconciled with 
God, they needed to still follow the 
Jewish Law in addition to the work of 
Christ.  

3. This is a false teaching that Paul was 
combatting in this letter.  

4. But, many of these Judaizers were 
ethnically Jewish. They were biologicllly 
in the line of Abraham. 

5. And they believed that for the inferior 
Gentiles who were not in the line of 
Abraham, they at least needed to still 
follow the Jewish law.  

6. Paul makes the argument, that everyone 
who believes in Jesus is united to Jesus.  

7. And Jesus is in the line of Abraham, so in 
a spiritual and more significant sense, all 
followers of Jesus are included in what 
we would call the “People of God.” 

8. That is why Paul can argue in his letters 
that the gospel is not just for Jews, but 
also for gentiles (non-Jews) as well. 
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• Second Sentence: As someone who is a 
child of God, God has put his Spirit in you.  

• And that Spirit leads and prompts you to 
live in a godly way. 

• So, in Galatians, Paul talks about this battle 
between our flesh and the Spirit.  
1. Our flesh prompts us to do stuff and the 

Spirit prompts us to do stuff.  
2. Flesh = Gal 5:19-21 
3. Spirit = Gal 5:22-23 
4. And the call that we have as Christians is 

to live according to the Spirit and to “put 
the desires of the flesh to death.” 

• So, (1) if you are in Christ you are literally a 
child of God and (2) as a child of God you 
have God’s Spirit in you that leads you 
towards living in a godly way. 

iv. So, Paul tells us in v.25, if we live by 
the Spirit let us also follow the leading 
of the Spirit. 

• And what is the immediate practical 
application out of that in v.26? 
1. Let us not become conceited.  

• So, there is something about the Spirit in us 
that pushes us towards not being 
conceited.  

b. Now, this does make sense when 
you take into account the context 
of this letter. 

i. Paul is writing about people who took 
pride in their genealogy and their law-
keeping. 

ii. What they believed about God 
actually caused them to be conceited.  

• Proud of themselves 
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iii. But the gospel that Paul is preaching 
doesn’t really give you much to be 
proud about.   

• In fact, Paul is trying to explain in the letter 
that the law was given to humble us and 
convince us that nothing in this world is 
powerful enough to make us right with 
God…not our genealogy and not even our 
attempts at righteous deeds.  

• The only thing that is powerful enough to 
make us right with God is the grace of God 
through Jesus.  

iv. So, when Paul says let us keep in step 
with the Spirit and not become 
conceited...he says that because he 
knows that 

• (1) Belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
should not inflate our self-view 
1. Because everything we have is of grace. 

We can’t take credit.  
• (2) It should not deflate our self-view 

1. Because we’re children of God and God 
pursued us to rescue us! 

• (3) But rather belief in the gospel should 
stabilize our self-view.  
 

III. A STABLE SELF-VIEW 
a. Well, what does that mean? To 

have a stable self-view? 
i. You know, God created us to not be 

self-sufficient begins.  
• He engineered into us this need for God’s 

love and for the love of others.  
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ii. But sin twists that godly need and 
leads all of us into this self-conscious, 
anxious state where we try and satisfy 
that need in ungodly ways…we have 
become conceited. 

• Tim Keller defines being conceited in this 
way: “A deep insecurity, a perceived 
absence of honor and glory, leading to a 
need to prove our worth to ourselves and 
others.” 

b. Now, if we look to the rest of v.26, 
we see that there are two ways 
that being conceited can manifest 
itself.  

i. Provoking One Another 
• See to provoke someone is to essentially 

bully someone, even passively. When I 
provoke someone, I am coming from a 
place of perceived superiority and 
provoking someone who I see as inferior to 
me.  

ii. Envying One Another 
• Envying is different. When I envy someone, 

I am jealous of what they have. I am coming 
from a place of perceived inferiority and 
desiring to be in their place of what I think 
is superior.  

iii. But really, whether we provoke people 
or envy people, all of this is coming 
from conceit…a drive to prove our 
worth to ourselves and others. 
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c. And here is the point of all of this, 
as a followers of Jesus Christ, we 
get to experience the joy of not 
being superior to anyone and also 
not being inferior to anyone.  

i. The gospel stabilizes are self-view and 
that has massive implications not only 
for our joy and contentment in life, but 
also in our ability to love and serve 
other people.  
 

IV. APPLICATION 
a. As a follower of Jesus Christ, you 

are not superior to anyone. 
i. Let me ask this question. Is there 

anything that could be more 
damaging to the witness of the church 
than us feeling that we are superior to 
the world around us? 

• I mean, we can look to our morality and 
how we follow the commands of the Bible.  

• We can look to our exclusive claims on 
truth. 

• We can look to the way we think about 
politics. 

• And these things can fuel this feeling of 
superiority….especially in this hyper-
polarized, divided age that we live! 

ii. But, these things should not inflate our 
self-view, but quite the opposite! 

• Our faith tells us that we are not morally 
superior beings. 

• Our faith tells us that we are recipients of 
grace! 
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1. Our faith says that we had devastatingly 
fallen short of God’s moral standard.  

2. So much so, that God would have been 
just to punish us for all of eternity. 

3. But, in God’s grace, he made a way 
through Jesus to save us.  

4. Jesus was able to stand in our place, 
receive the condemnation that we 
deserve, and give us his righteous record 
so that we could stand before God as 
people who are holy, not sinful.  

5. But that is not holiness that we 
accomplished. It’s holiness that Jesus 
accomplished.  

• The Gospel giving us a superiority complex 
is like the man who just got rescued from 
drowning by a lifeguard bragging about 
how good a swimmer he is.  
1. And believe me, that kind of 

ridiculousness will never breed a people 
that love one another in a radical way.  

iii. So, where do we struggle with a 
superiority complex?    

• Let me give you a diagnostic question to 
help you discern where this could be in 
your life: Who are the people in your life 
where you question their motivations? 
1. I want to talk about motivations, 

because we can’t really see or know 
what people’s true motivations are.  

2. When we think we know someone’s 
motivations without them outright 
telling us….we are always making an 
assumption.  
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• It goes something like this… 
1. That person drives that kind of car 

because they love the things of the 
world too much.  

2. That person doesn’t serve as much 
because they’re here just to consume 
and not to contribute.  

3. That person has that political opinion 
because they dare more influenced by 
culture than the Bible.  

4. That person is late because they think 
the world revolves around them. 

• Guys, I have been guilty of this so many 
times. And as I examine my own heart, I’ve 
noticed that usually (not all the time) we 
question the motivations (the condition of 
the heart) of the people that we feel 
superior to…because we assume that we 
have pure motivations.  

• It goes something like this…(Repeat list: 
BUT I…) 
1. That person drives that kind of car 

because they love the things of the 
world too much.  

2. That person doesn’t serve as much 
because they’re here just to consume 
and not to contribute.  

3. That person has that political opinion 
because they dare more influenced by 
culture than the Bible.  

4. That person is late because they think 
the world revolves around them. 

• Our feelings of superiority will stop us from 
engaging people at a level where we can 
genuinely love them and develop a 
meaning friendship with them.  
1. We’ll keep them at an arm’s length.  
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• But the gospel saves us from that. It 
stabilizes our self-view.  
1. It tells us that in the eyes of God, we are 

no different than that person and we 
both need grace.  

iv. So, Christian, you are not superior to 
anyone. You’re free of that. So, go 
love people freely not worrying about 
how you stack up.   

b. As a follower of Jesus, you are not 
inferior to anyone. 

i. So many of us live our lives in 
constant fear.    

ii. I mean ask yourself. Have you ever 
done or said these things to yourself 
before:    

• Replayed conversations in your head with 
other people trying to figure out if you said 
anything that would be embarrassing.  

• Or said to yourself… 
1. That prayer did not make any sense.  
2. Am I talking too much? 
3. Do people see me as a know it all? 
4. Do people talk about how annoying I am 

behind my back? 
5. Do people just feel obligated to hang 

out with me? 
6. Why didn’t that person say hi to me? 
7. Why didn’t they text me back, what did I 

do? 
8. That was a weird look from that person.  
9. Why was I not invited to that event? 
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• And we wig ourselves out constantly 
because as we look at all the people around 
us…we view ourselves an inferior to all of 
them…and we live in fear that one day the 
truth will come out they we actually are 
inferior. 

iii. As a pastor, I have seen this so many 
times where you have a group of 
people who are supposed to be in 
community with one another. 

• But they can’t engage at a certain level of 
friendship, they can’t truly love one another, 
because all of them fear each other. 

• And what’s crazy is the exponential effect 
of loneliness that occurs when a group of 
people all fear each other.  

iv. So, how can we know where we 
struggle with this? 

• Well, let me give you another diagnostic 
question: Who are the people in your life 
that you fear are questioning your 
motivations? 

• You fear that they… 
1. Question the motives of your faith. 
2. See you as someone who doesn’t really 

know the Bible.  
3. See you as materialistic. 
4. See you as immature. 
5. See you as lazy.  

• Guys, again, I struggle with this so much 
where I can be so consumed with trying to 
prove myself and my genuineness to other 
people…because I feel inferior to them. 

• But, the reality is that I really am consumed 
with myself and I am not free to love and 
serve the people around me.  
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1. I am more concerned about what they 
think about me than being that person 
who reassures that person that they are 
loved, accepted, and valuable.  

v. See, the gospel says that you are a 
child of God. That you have the Spirit 
of God in you. That God is delighted in 
you, even when you mess up.   

• So, we don’t have to be imprisoned by our 
fear of inferiority because you are not 
inferior to anyone.  

• See, the gospel stabilizes our self-view.  
• And you are free to live a life loving others.  
• You are free to live a life being that person 

who reassures others, loves others, gives of 
yourself for the good of others.  
 

V. CONCLUSION 
a. You know what is radically distinct 

in this world? 
i. People who are comfortable with who 

they are and are free to love others, 
not for selfish gain, but simply out of 
love. 

ii. This kind of love is only made possible 
by the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

iii. And it is this kind of love that will 
make the church beautifully distinct in 
this world.  

• Imagine with me a group of people, a 
church, where when everyone looks to their 
left and right, they don’t see people that 
they feel superior to, but people they’ve 
been called to love. 
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1. And when they look out to their 
neighbor, they don’t see people that 
they’re superior to but people who are 
called to love.  

• That creates a church culture, where we 
can also look to our left and right and not 
fear that we’re inferior to these people 
either. 
1. See, then we wouldn’t see this 

exponential effect of loneliness and fake 
community…but rather the exponential 
effect of love, peace, patience, kindness, 
gentleness, goodness… 

2. Now, that kind of church culture will 
reach people in this town.   

• Let me pray that this is the kind of church 
we would be.  
 

VI. PRAY 


