
LUKE, PT. 33 - THE SUBTLE NEED FOR GREATNESS 
I. Introduction: Strategic Planning - 2 ?’s: Vision & Covid. Values: What culture we building? 

A. WE WANT 2B MORE KNOWN BY WHAT WE’RE FOR THAN WHAT WE’RE AGAINST. 
1. PolarizedCulture: Most ppl/orgs/causes exprs themselves thru what they’re against. 
2. And this has crept into the church. Unbelievers: Know what the church is against! 

B. LUKE SERIES PLUG: Jesus: a couple of frustrating encounters w/ his disciples. 
1. A key characteristic of fallen world: Whenever we discover something great, 

passionate/convinced about something, possess something - we tend to want to 
use that thing to make us look great - and we believe that greatness is achieved 
through being better than others - b/c I have this I am better than you. 
a) Our culture is saturated w/ evidence of this (politics, health, etc…). 
b) So subtle and insidious, it even infiltrated the disciples. Jesus was not having it. 

2. RECAP: Beg. on Lk9 - Jesus entrusted disciples w/ message & miraculous ability. 
II. LUKE 9:37-45: 2 Questions: Why couldn’t the disciples cast out the demon & why does 

Jesus, in response, tell his disciples that He was about to be put to death? 
A. Look at v.41, Jesus laments (ex. selfless vs. selfish city). Jesus laments twisted motive. 

1. His disciples were using their calling from God to make them look great. 
2. Mk 9:28-29 - “This kind can’t be driven out by anything but prayer.” Motive=twisted. 

B. And so Jesus says in v.44. IOW, this isn’t about power, this is about serving people.  
1. GOSPEL - We don’t worship a God who comes to us to punish us but a God who 

comes to us to lay his life down to save us. And Jesus calls upon us to follow Him. 
2. Knowledge of God doesn’t make us better than our neighbors. It doesn’t make us 

against our neighbors. It compels us to love and serve our neighbors. 
C. As we cont. in Lk 9 - 3 WARNING SIGNS that we have twisted our faith 2B something 

that we use to make us look great vs. something that makes God look great. 
1. Critical: B/C of the reputation of the church is at stake. Unbelievers/Deconstruction. 

III. WS #1: PEOPLE THAT WE DON’T BELIEVE ARE WORTH OUR TIME - Luke 9:46-48. 
A. Imagine that the disciples were comparing the prominence of the people they reached.  

1. Jesus grabs child - this child is just as significant and worth your time.  
2. ILL: Story about woman disrupting service @ Sojourn.  

B. God values the dignity of every human being the same & he calls the his church to.  
1. Imagine if the church had that reputation! Call to serve in GHK. 

IV. WS #2: MORE TIME OPP ONE ANOTHER THAN LOVING NEIGHBORS. Luke 9:49-50 
A. Why are the disciples threatened by this other person? Doing good work! 

1. ILL: Being Territorial. Church History: we have been bogged down w/ infighting. 
2. Everyone wants to decide what we do and how we do it. Today: Social Media.  

B. But this can also go on inside a local church as well. (Worship, Budget, Etc…) 
1. Imagine if the church repurposed its energy into loving and serving our neighbors.  

V. WS #3: INSTINCTS OF JUDGEMENT RATHER THAN REDEMPTION - Luke 9:51-56 
A. Doctrinal disagreement: Worthy of severe punishment by God. Instincts of judgement.  

1. Reputation of Church: Angry at the world for not agreeing with us. Better than. 
a) A heart of judgement will not be motivated to love and serve. 

2. But Jesus - John 3:17 - “For God did not send HIs Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

B. When we encounter the world around us, do we long for redemption or do we long for 
judgement? One will lead us to love/serve, the other to condemn. ILL: Foster Parent. 

VI. RECAP - THREE WARNING SIGNS.  
A. Imagine with me how much more effective we would be as a church if we became 

more known by what we’re for than what we’re against. That is the way of Jesus.


