
LUKE, PT. 31 - PERPLEXING COMPASSION 
I. Introduction: Taking my son to his first Nationals game. 

A. There is difference between hearing about something and experiencing it.  
B. LUKE: Beginning of ministry in LK4 - PROCLAIM THE KINGDOM and GOSPEL. LK4:43 
C. HWVR, last 3 weeks in LK8, not only proclaiming...but also giving the EXPERIENCE. 

1. Calm Storm. 2. Demoniac. 3. Jairus’ Daugher. 4. Woman bleeding.  
D. Jesus was a man of compassion (LK7) - bodily reaction to PROCLAIM & EXPERIENCE. 

1. When people encountered Jesus they heard (left) and experienced (right) TRUTH. 
E. Begin LK9 - Jesus sends out his disciples to do the same. PROCLAIM/EXPERIENCE. 

II. Read Luke 9:1-17 - When Jesus sent disciples -> 2 things: PROCLAIM & EXPERIENCE. 
A. Notice how one is not more important than the other. They are BOTH necessary.  

1. The proc. of the KOG is a message preached in the context of phys. compassion. 
2. Where some1 hears about the love of God & exp. the love of God thru His people. 
3. You cannot properly proc. the KOG w/o a message and w/o compassion.  

B. And if you observe the Church today, we see segments of the church wanting to major 
on one of these components at the expense of the other.  
1. Liberal: Let’s be more fluid on the message so we can be more compassionate. 

a) Problem: Gospel is not a fluid! It is difficult to hear. SUMMARIZE GOSPEL. 
b) LK9:5 - they didn’t receive b/c rejected message! Rom 10:17 Faith thru hearing. 

2. Evangelical: Only a message. Care is just a means to have an opp. to share message. 
a) Problem: We are helping people mentally ascent to something that they don’t 

believe in their bones. (ILL: Wife - people will always fall back on experience.) 
b) Evangelism has become like a (ILL) time share pitch. 
c) FEED 5000 - Disciples send people away. Jesus: Keep feeding them. 
d) Our continued compassion is just as necessary as our continued proclamation. 

C. Jesus: BOTH ARE NECESSARY. One is not more important than the other and in order 
to properly proclaim the Kingdom of God to our community, it must include both.  
1. A clear presentation of the Gospel w/o compassion is unclear! 

III. GH, this is the mission that God has given us! To be ambassadors of Christ. To represent 
Him and HIs Kingdom thru faithful proclamation of the truth and thru comp. & gen. 
A. PROBLEM: Jesus gave the disciples the ability to perform miracles, we can’t do that! 

1. Purpose of miracles: Confirm Word of God. We don’t need that today.  
2. The experience of the Kingdom is less about supernatural occurrences and more 

about the God of all creation moving towards people with compassion.  
3. We can give people the exp. of the Kingdom most profoundly thru our compassion. 
4. People don’t want to see signs and wonders, they want people to seem them! 
5. Simple. If God’s people proclaim truth thru compassion, then we are properly 

representing Him. People can believe in a comp. God if He has comp. followers. 
IV. How? We should be doing this together as a church and individually. But let’s talk church. 

A. We should be pooling our resources and doing this together as a church. 
1. Why we started the GAP ministry. Fairfax asked us to help take care of families! 
2. This weekend! This girl not only hearing about the love of God but experiencing it! 
3. HEROD: Perplexed. Why? Reminds me of Emperor Julian from the 4th century.  

a) “It is disgraceful that, when no Jew ever has to beg, and the impious Galilaeans 
[Christians] support not only their own poor but ours as well, all men see that 
our people lack aid from us.” -Emperor Julian, 4th Century 

b) What would it look like for the church to be perplexing to the governing 
authorities because of how generously we care for people? 

V. This is what we’re called to do. To represent the Kingdom of God. To have perplexing 
compassion. Let’s do it together. 


