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A. WELCOME  
a. Good morning. Good to be with you today. We’re going to be in the 

book of Luke – chapter 8 today. Grab your bible or pull it up on your 
phone.  

b. Grace Hill Scavenger Hunt  

B. SETUP + BACKGROUND ON LUKE 

a. We’ve been working through the book of Luke over the past few 
weeks. Luke – he’s a co-worker with Paul and he’s a doctor. He says 
there are other accounts of Jesus’ life but he wanted an orderly 
account about the things that had been fulfilled.  

b. Jesus is more than simply history but the actual fulfillment of God’s 
plan to heal humanity from sin. This book is setup to really show us 
who Jesus is and what his mission is about – His kingdom to come. 

c. So, Luke wants his readers to know HOW Jesus is going to fulfill his 
mission. So, we see what that mission is… 

 

i. Earlier in Luke’s account we read that Jesus opened up the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah and reads” The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor,” 

 

ii. And when Jesus speaks from the prophet Isaiah – the word 
poor is really translated best not only to the unfavorable 
circumstances of people from an economic point of view; the 
understanding is also that since they are oppressed and 
disillusioned they are in special need of God’s help1  

 

 
1 Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., Bauer, W., & Gingrich, F. W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the 
New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 896). Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 
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iii. Jesus is coming after the broken spiritually, physically, and 
mentally. He’s coming after the marginalized of society. The 
poor in Spirit have a champion – it’s Jesus.  

 

iv. Jesus continues: “He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.”  

 

d. So Luke’s account is really helping us to see how Jesus is goes about 
fulfilling his mission to share the good news – this freedom for the 
poor – healing diseases, healing the paralyzed, welcoming a not so 
easy to love tax collector, a prostitute – and what we see is He’s 
transforming these people’s lives –  

 

i. He’s forming these people into His people –  to be a part of His 
kingdom. They become disciples of Jesus. So these past few 
weeks we have been diving into accounts of how Jesus is 
literally changing the world. 

  

e. Jesus is on the way to show in an extraordinary fashion that He is the 
Messiah – the King – to fulfill His place as the Messiah –  in the most 
shocking and unforeseen way.  

 

f. But we’re aren’t there yet. Today we pick up where Luke is in this 
incredible account.  

 

g. And where we find ourselves today is that Jesus is in the midst of a 
time where he’s become unbelievably popular but not for reasons 
he’s good with.  

 



h. Jesus is becoming really sought after and it isn’t because they like 
that He’s preaching the gospel – to repent and believe. No, instead 
most were showing up because they knew he’d been performing 
signs and wonders. This guy was one of the original viral sensations. I 
bet his Instagram / YouTube account would have been higher than 
Justin Bieber’s.   

 

C. LUKE 8:1-21 + SETUP PROBLEM  

a. Let’s read our text together.  

i. READ TEXT  

b. Let’s walk through this text together. We are going to find that Jesus 
is telling us there is a problem we need to face.  

c. A “hearing problem”. 

d. I don’t mean the one where the answer is getting hearing aids either.  

e. I am saying this text says something far worse than that – we can 
listen without hearing.  

f. Let’s dive in.  

D. EXPLAIN THE TEXT  
 

a. VV. 1-3 / Women with Jesus.  

i. Jesus rolled with a group of people with him on a sort of 
preaching tour. 

 

ii. Luke wants us to know that it was important to know that 
women were with Jesus. They were tight with the inner circle 
of Jesus and the twelve disciples. 

 

iii. This is significant because in that culture rabbis did not 
typically associate  with women much less teach them 
theology.  

 



iv. But Luke is showing us that Jesus pays special attention to 
women against the prevailing cultural norms. In fact not only 
does he teach them but he actually transforms their lives by 
healing many of them physically and spiritually. 

  

v. In turn Luke shows us that they were indispensable parts of 
Jesus’ ministry and they supported Jesus and the disciples out 
of their own means – financial and all.  

 

vi. The women who followed and loved Jesus did so to the very 
end.  

 

vii. I love how one bible scholar noted, “The faithfulness of these 
worthy women is an example for every disciple.” 

 

viii. They gave their whole lives to Jesus. What an example indeed.  
 

b. VV.4-8 / Parable 
 

i.  Huge crowds have come out to see and hear Jesus. In the 
same account in Mark we read: 

 

1. Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large 
crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a boat 
and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside 
the sea on the land2 

 

ii. Jesus speaks to those gathered in a way they would 
understand. He shares a parable (which is really a way to 
illustrate a truth). In fact from this point forward Jesus would 
really only communicate through parables. As simple as they 
appeared – they were not easily understood as we will see 
today.  

 

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mk 4:1). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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iii. Being an agrarian society, he shares a story around a practice 
that was so common that his listeners would immediately 
picture the story. 

 

iv. Then Jesus says  - He who has hears let him hear. Interesting.  
 

c. VV. 9 – 15 Seed parable interpreted for the disciples  

 

i. The disciples ask – what does this parable mean?  
 

ii. And Jesus tells them that though this parable seems simple it 
has have incredible implication. In fact, Jesus is saying that just 
as much as the parable is meant to reveal truth about God it 
also functions to conceal as well.  

 

iii. All these people showing up to see Jesus. But how many are 
there to —really listen—to he was saying? People were 
following him for all kinds of reasons. Because the parables 
were so enigmatic, they would reveal the difference between 
people who were there only to be entertained, and people 
(like the disciples) who were willing to make the effort to 
understand spiritual truth. As Leon Morris explains it, Jesus 
was looking “for more than a superficial adherence, so He 
intensified His use of parables, stories which yielded their 
meaning only to those who were prepared to search for them 
 

d. Soils are Types of Hearts towards God  
 

i. The seed is the Word of God. Truth and revealing knowledge 
about Jesus for salvation. The soils represent types of hearts 
towards God.  
 

1. The first is a hard heart.  
a. seed stolen by the Devil  

 
b. For such people, hearing is the most that happens 

 
 



c. We must remember – when the gospel is 
preached there is a spiritual battle ensuing.  
 

d. Nowhere is Satan more active in doing this than in 
a church that preaches the gospel. J. C. Ryle 
wrote:  
 

“Nowhere does he labor so hard to stop the progress of that which is good, 
and to prevent men and women being saved. From him come wandering 
thoughts and roving imaginations, listless minds and dull memories, —sleepy 
eyes and fidgety nerves, —weary ears and distracted attention. In all these 
things Satan has a great hand. People wonder where they come from, and 
marvel how it is that they find sermons so dull and remember them so badly! 
They forget the parable of the sower. They forget the devil.” 
 

e. Do you know someone who has heard the truth of 
God but is still hardened and bitter towards God 
or even the idea of God?  
 

f. Do you know someone who seemingly has no 
desire towards God – they are as warm as ice 
towards God?  

 
g. This soil is the hardened pathway. No ability to 

take root. It’s eaten up and trampled on instead.  
 
 

 
2. The second is a shallow heart.  

a. This soil represents the shallow heart.  
 

b. One receives the Word of God and they are 
excited and it seems to take root!  

 
c. But in reality this heart is one that doesn’t last 

because it hasn’t’ actualy taken root 
 



 
d. Instead something hard happens.  

 
i. I knew a friend who began to believe in 

Jesus.  
 

ii. Had really struggled in life and heard about 
Jesus and decided that giving their life to 
Jesus made sense and really dove in to 
growing in their faith.  

 
iii. But after a while this friend ended up 

drifting back to the life they had lived 
before. It wasn’t simply the struggle of faith 
but an indifference towards God.  

 
e. The commitment to Jesus wasn’t really a faith at 

all. Hardships came and faith died. The hardships 
in life are the real tests of genuine faith.  
 

3. The third is a distracted heart.  
 

a. I know very little about planting and gardening. 
However, I do know this. Weeds and thorns grow 
WAY faster than the good stuff. I found out the 
hard way this year. In my yard. I ended up with 
some nasty, poisonous weeds that overtook parts 
of our yard and I cut them but they grew back in 
less than a week. So frustrating.  
 

b. The soil of the distracted heart is the same.  
 

c. This heart is preoccupied by the cares of this 
world. They can be good and bad cares.  

 
 



d. The desire for pleasure is endless. The 
opportunities to indulge in our appetites abound.  
 

e. The desire to veg out on the internet, post on 
social media, scoll through social media, turn on 
the TV, have fun with our friends, escape the 
needs of those around us…anything but spend 
time with the Lord and be in the Word… 

 
f. Even some of the things above can be good in a 

sense but they can suffocate our faith. They can 
overgrow in hearts just like the weeds and thorns 
do and choke out even the little bit of good fruit 
we may have and as Jesus says – it doesn’t’ 
mature – it doesn’t have much use for the 
kingdom.  
 

4. The fourth is a receptive heart.  
 

a. This last soil represents a receptive heart. A good 
heart.  
 

b. This heart – ends up having the Word of God 
rooted deep within and can withstand the 
hardships and challenges that other types of 
hearts could not.  

 
c. It doesn’t merely withstand the hardships but it in 

turn bears fruit from patience.  
 

d. This heart has been softened by the grace of God 
and desires to grow deeper in the truth and grace 
of God.  

 
e. Paul tells this kind of heart bears the fruit of the 

Spirit  - love, kindness, gentleness, self-control, 
etc.  



 
e. What are we to do with this parable?  

 
i. I mentioned a problem that Jesus confronts us with before 

dove into the text. I said our problem is WE CAN LISTEN 
WITHOUT HEARING.  
 

ii. Where am I getting this from? Luke adds a min parable to end 
of the one we just read… 

 
iii. Let’s keep reading  

 
f. VV. 16-18 

 
i. “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it 

under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter 
may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be 
made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known 
and come to light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to the 
one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has 
not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.”3 
 

ii. Look at verse 18.  
 

iii. Take care then how you hear 

E. What should we heed here?  
 

a. The call in this section of text surprised me. Jesus isn’t focusing on 
the Word of God in as much as he is pressing you and me to listen 
well. Listen well. This surprised me a bit.  

 

b. But think about it… Listening is intended to produce action.  
 

 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 8:16–18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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i. EX. TV COMMERCIALS (they don’t want you to merely LISTEN. 
They spend millions of dollars trying to get you spend your 
money. To do something.  

 

c. God’s Word is designed for us to be more than a routine of listening 
to monologue. It’s entire purpose is to inform us in what we should 
then DO.  

 

d. God’s Word is demanding a choice to do what it says or not. 

  
i. The parable of the sower and the soil is focuses on a heart that 

hears and does the Word of God.  
 

ii. Luke is giving us this account to show that Jesus’ mission is 
share with the world the seed in the parable the Word of God 
– to bring Jesus to one another.  

 
iii. The lamp parable affirms this – followers of Jesus are the 

lamps. And the purpose of the lamps is to shine for others to 
see.  

 
iv. We must listen carefully so we can DO what it is that God 

desires for us to do – spread the light of the gospel.  
 

v. That light is Jesus.  
 

vi. To do this means we are dependent on hearing correctly so we 
can do correctly.  

 
 

F. Steps to help us “Take Care Then How You Hear” 

a. How can take care then how we hear?  

b. The first thing I encourage us to do is reflect on the types of soils we 
read about. Which soil most represents your heart condition today?  

 



i. Are you receptive and open?  
 

ii. Are you overwhelmed by the hardships and challenges of life 
so much that you don’t see God as good?  

 
iii. Or are you finding yourself bored or uninterested even right 

now in this moment with the Word of God?  
 

iv. Are you so stuck in a sin that you don’t want to consider 
stopping what you’re doing? You love it too much.  
 

c. The good news of the gospel for you and me today is that no matter 
where our hearts are today – it’s the work of God to soften them. Ask 
him. Beg him to do that.  
 

d. The parable isn’t meant to depict inevitability but predictability. It’s 
not determined that a heart can’t be softened towards to God to 
hear Him and live to obey and follow!  

 
e. Jesus is after the heart. He’s addressing our response throughout our 

life. What we do matters. We pray for hearts that are receptive to 
the hearing of God and salvation through Jesus in way that our lives 
and what we do respond to what have heard.  

 
f. Grace Hill, what we have heard from Jesus is that a response to His 

teaching is critical. And our response to Him will come from the 
condition of our hearts. Because Jesus is saying that our response is 
what will expose where our heart really is.  

 
g. I want to close with some practical advice for us on Sunday mornings 

to help us “TAKE CARE THEN HOW YOU HEAR” . We preach the Word 
of God at Grace Hill because we believe that it is God’s very words to 
us. There are many ways to listen but I just want to focus here 
because this is what we spend a lot of time doing together. Listening 
to the Word of God.  

i. Trust God is really speaking 
 



a. God uses the preached Word.  
b. Peter tells us 1 Peter1:23-25 that people came to 

faith in Jesus because the “word was preached to 
you” 

c. In Acts – Paul thanks God for Christians hearing 
about Jesus not being accepted as the Word of 
men but of God himself.  

d. The role of preaching or preacher isn’t important 
because of the preacher – it’s important because 
they should be speaking the Word of God which is 
IMPORTANT.  

e. Trust God is really speaking through the sermon. 
That will help our hearts aim to do what God has 
called us to do. 
 

ii. Trust God more than yourself 
 

a. We don’t’ listen to these sermons in neutral 
 

b. We have thoughts and experiences that shape our 
understanding and how we listen.  

 
c. But a lot of our thoughts and experiences have 

been shaped by the culture we live in, the family 
we have grown up in,  

 
d. We need the Word of God to reorient our minds 

and hearts.   
 

e. The gospel will offend us. It just will. Not once. But 
over and over.  

 
i. 2 Tim. 4:3 – Paul warns Timothy that the 

people will not endure or put up with sound 
doctrine. No, instead they will seek to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around 



them a great number of teachers to say 
what their itching ears what to hear.  
 

ii. Trusting God more than ourselves means 
we are going to hear things that press us in 
deep ways to change. A lot of times in ways 
we aren’t going to want to change. 

 
iii. Remember you and me – our nature is to 

rebel. Trust God more than yourself.  

iii. Make sure what is preached is what God says.  
 

a. Listen to what is preached here.  
 

b. I know that’s what you’re doing right now but 
remember Jesus said listening isn’t passive. 

  
c. Is what I am saying today what the Scriptures say 

and mean?  
 

d. Ask “where did he get that from”?  
 

e. The point of that question is to hold the preacher 
accountable to preach what the Word of God 
says.  

iv. Do what the Bible says.  
 

a. Every sermon should call us to respond by turning 
to God.  
 

b. Respond today. Don’t wait. The devil wants to tell 
each of us – “wait until tomorrow” for he knows 
we will quickily go back to what we were doing 
before we were moved by Spirit to respond.  

 
c. Turn away from your sin today. 



 
i. Don’t wait.  

 
ii. Share with a trusted brother or sister or 

pastor.  
 

iii. Did the sermon show you an area in your 
life that needs to change or attention? An 
attitude, words, or actions that need to 
change 

 

G. CLOSE 
 

a. Jesus has shown us today, there are many types of responses to the 
Word of God based on our heart condition. We must take care how 
we listen because a decision to trust God or not is being faced when 
we hear the preached Word of God.  
 

b. As the psalmist implores us. Today, if you hear his voice,  do not 
harden your hearts 

 
c. Take care then how you hear, Grace Hill.  

 
d. We’re going to put you guys into  

 
i. What soil do you believe your heart condition most closely 

resembles today? 
 

ii. What do you find to be most difficult for you when listening to 
a sermon?  

 
e. Pray 
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