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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. This morning, we are going to 
continue In our study of the Gospel 
of Luke…and today we were going 
to talk about doubt. 

i. Now, If we were all together In a 
room, I would probably tell the whole 
audience…RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU 
STRUGGLE WITH DOUBTING GOD! 

• Do you sometimes doubt that he exists.  
• Do you sometimes doubt that the Bible Is 

an accurate depiction of him.  
• Do you doubt that He hears your prayers? 

ii. Actually, I do have some people In the 
room with me… 

• **(Poll those In the office)** 
• And if everyone were honest…everyone 

would raise their hand because we all 
struggle with doubt…including your pastors. 

iii. And Its Important that we talk about 
doubt this morning because the text 
we’re going to study talks about It and 
also because many people are very 
ashamed of their doubt. 

• Because our faith Is based In truth and 
because we believe that all one needs to do 
In order to be saved Is have FAITH In 
JEsus… 

• Sometimes, doubt can feel like evidence 
that you don’t have faith… 

• And therefore you’re not saved! 
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iv. But, this morning, I am hoping to help 
all of us see that our doubts are not as 
much evidence that we have a lack of 
faith or that we don’t have a 
relationship with God…but rather our 
doubt can actually help us grow Into 
an ever deeper relationship with God! 

• See, I believe that many of our doubts 
come from when we have an expectation of 
God or an expectation of what It means to 
follow Jesus…and those expectations are 
not found In the Bible.  

b. I want you to think about this with 
me: your doubts are directly 
connected to your expectations.  

i. Let me give you some examples… 
• Maybe you are starting a new venture…a 

new business…maybe your starting to write 
and put your thoughts out there…maybe 
you’re starting a new ministry…or beginning 
to execute on a new idea… 
1. And maybe it didn’t go how you 

expected it to go…or it’s a slower start 
than you thought…or it just didn’t meet 
your expectations… 

2. In those moments…its easy to begin to 
have doubts if this is something your 
called to do…or to have doubts that this 
is something your gifted in… 

3. Your expectation was that success 
would validate that this is something you 
should do.  

• Marriage! When you get married, you 
expect a now blissful life of romance, 
laughter, and butterflies in your stomach. 
1. And it doesn’t always meet your 

expectations.  
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2. And marriage can be hard.  
3. And in those moments, it’s easy to 

doubt if this is someone you should have 
married…or doubt that you will last in 
this marriage… 

• Or let’s say you just started a new job…your 
excited…the pay is good…your excited for 
the role… 
1. But its harder than you expect.  
2. Your co-workers aren’t very friendly.  
3. Management is difficult to work for.  
4. And because the job is not meeting your 

expectations, you begin to doubt if you 
will be able to continue in the job.  

ii. I think you get the point…we could 
keep going on with lots of examples 
but your doubts are directly 
connected to your expectations. 

• And this is also true about your faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

iii. Many times our doubt in God are 
connected to our expectations of 
what it means to believe in God and 
follow Jesus. 

• So, maybe you have an expectation of what 
it should look like to be a part of a church 
and an expectation of how followers of 
Jesus would conduct themselves and what 
it would look like to be a part of a 
community… 
1. These are good expectations. It’s not 

bad to have these expectations. 
2. But often times the church doesn’t live 

up to these expectations.  
3. And it can cause us to doubt God, right? 
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• Or maybe you heard a sermon once or a 
pastor told you that if you follow Jesus and 
invite Jesus into your heart… 
1. That your life will now be filled with joy, 

you’ll be a completely new person, that 
everything will change… 

2. And that shaped your expectations… 
3. And life has been hard… 
4. And that has caused you to doubt God… 

c. This morning, we’re going to 
continue in our study of the Gospel 
of Luke and we are going to read 
about how both John the Baptist 
and the Pharisees struggled with 
this same exact thing.  

i. That’s right, the prophet specifically 
charged with announcing the coming 
of the Messiah…the one who baptized 
Jesus and witnessed heaven open up 
in the sky and God the Father 
booming from the sky saying: “THIS IS 
MY SON!” 

• Yeah…that guy…also struggled with doubt 
that came from his expectations not being 
met.  

• So, before we even go further, if you are 
struggling with doubt this morning…you’re 
in good company.  
1. God’s not disappointed in you for 

struggling with doubt.  
2. You’re not some outlier in the church 

where everyone else has this massively 
resilient faith and you’re the weak one. 
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• God has something to teach all of us this 
morning about what our expectations are in 
regards to following Jesus and how that 
might speak to the doubts that we struggle 
with.  
1. Think of your doubt this morning as an 

opportunity to go deeper In your 
relationship with God. 

ii. And so, this morning, we are going to 
read and study Luke 7:18-35… 

• A little context… 
1. v.18 begins with: “The disciples of John 

reported all these things to him…” 
2. So far in chapter 7, we have read about 

two distinct miracles. (1) The Healing of 
the Centurion’s servant and (2) Jesus 
raises the son of the widow from the 
dead. 

• So, our text begins with the disciples of 
John the Baptist reporting to John these 
miracles… 

• Now, you may ask…where is John right 
now? 
1. Well, remember from Luke 3:19-20 that 

King Herod had locked John up in prison 
because John rebuked him for marrying 
his brother’s wife.  

2. So, John is in prison right now and he is 
receiving reports from his disciples 
about everything Jesus is doing.  

 

II. **READ LUKE 7:18-23** 
a. So, I want you to get yourself in the 

shoes of John the Baptist… 
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i. This is a man who from birth was 
declared to be a prophet whom God 
had big plans for.  

• Don’t forget that an angel appeared to his 
Father Zechariah announcing that his wife, 
Elizabeth, would be pregnant with John and 
that John would be the prophet that all of 
Israel was waiting for (for 400 years!) who 
would come and announce the arrival of 
the Messiah. 

• And then John waited 30 years of his life to 
begin his ministry of proclaiming that the 
Messiah had come and that all of Israel 
needed to repent and prepare itself for His 
arrival.  
1. So, John is going around, and He is 

announcing to everyone: 
2. “REPENT – THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS 

AT HAND. THE KING IS HERE!” 
• And then finally, one day, as John is 

baptizing people in the Jordan River, that 
King shows up…Jesus.  
1. John baptizes Jesus and, as we said 

before, heaven tears open and God 
thunders from heaven verifying that 
Jesus is indeed the King who has come 
to establish the Kingdom of God. 

ii. So, what might John’s expectations be 
about what is going to happen next 
now that Jesus has come forward and 
begun his ministry?!? 

• I don’t really know.  
1. Maybe he thought Jesus was going to 

explicitly establish a political Kingdom 
and liberate Israel from Rome.  

2. Maybe he thought Jesus would 
challenge Herod’s rule. 
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3. Maybe he thought Jesus would more 
directly challenge the religious 
establishment.  

• Here’s a better question….what might 
John’s expectations be for his own life and 
his own ministry now that Jesus was on the 
scene.  
1. I can guarantee this…sitting in a prison 

cell and suffering was not on that list of 
expectations. 

iii. And so, John is sitting in prison…He 
doesn’t see Jesus challenging Herod’s 
rule, He doesn’t see any sort of 
seismic political shifts or challenges 
happening…things actually seem kind 
of quiet…. 

• But one day, John’s disciples come by the 
prison and they have a report about what 
Jesus is up to… 
1. And maybe, just maybe, they have a 

report that Jesus is finally making his 
move… 

2. Things are going to start to change.  
• But the report is that Jesus is healing 

people of their sickness, he’s caring for the 
poor, he’s healing the outcast of their 
leprosy, he even raised the only son of a 
widow back to life…. 
1. Amazing stories! 
2. But they don’t seem like – JESUS IS 

ESTABLISHING A NEW KINGDOM AND 
A NEW ORDER – kind of stories.  

iv. So, John sends his disciples back to 
Jesus to ask if He really is the Messiah 
or not…or if they should look for 
someone else.  
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• John is doubting! His expectations were 
different!  

• He’s starting to question everything.  

b. So, John’s disciples find Jesus and 
they ask Jesus what John 
instructed them to…and I love 
Jesus’ response here in **v.21-22**. 

i. Jesus doesn’t say: “OF COURSE I’M 
THE MESSIAH!” 

• Why are you asking? 
• Are you doubting me? 
• How dare you? 

ii. No, Jesus literally performs more 
miracles…in front fo John’s 
disciples…and then tells John’s 
disciples to relay to John what they 
have seen… 

• Hey John, remember when Isaiah 
prophesied in Isaiah 35:5 that when the 
Kingdom comes the blind will see, the deaf 
will hear, and the lame will walk?!? 

• Hey John, remember when Isaiah 
prophesied in Isaiah 26:19 that when the 
new Kingdom comes, the dead will be 
raised. 

• He John, remember when Isaiah prophesied 
in Isaiah 61:1 that when the new Kingdom 
comes, the poor will be given good news?  

iii. Hey John, everything that the 
Scripture has prophesied about the 
Messiah and the coming Kingdom is 
happening! 

• Take heart, John. 
1. The Scriptures wouldn’t lead you to any 

other expectation.  
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• But we can’t blame John here?? 
1. Any of us would be disappointed If we 

were the special prophet given the task 
to announce Jesus to the world and we 
ended up In prison.  

2. Any of us would wonder what we got 
wrong.  

3. Even though the Bible does not promise 
us prosperity and ease In this life…It’s so 
easy for all of us to expect God to give It 
to us…especially If we serve him with our 
life.  

• But look at what Jesus says in **v.23**. 
1. Blessed is the one who isn’t offended by 

the way I am going about building this 
new Kingdom.  

• This was a gentle exhortation to John to 
continue to not doubt Jesus simply 
because Jesus isn’t going about things 
according to his expectations. 

iv. If we were honest, how many of us 
would say that one of the reasons we 
struggle with doubt…Is because God 
doesn’t work In the ways that we want 
him to work… 

• He doesn’t answer our prayers In the way 
we think would be best.  

• He doesn’t do things more quickly like we 
would want him to. 

• He allows things to happen…like John 
continuing to be In prison…or like a virus 
continuing to plague the world…or any 
other tragic or evil scenario we can think 
of… 

• And we doubt because we would expect a 
good God to do things differently. 
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• But here, God calls us to endure…just like 
He Is calling John to endure…and he says to 
us: 
1. Blessed Is the one who Is not offended 

by me. 
 

III. **ZOOM BREAK** 
i. So, before we continue In our passage 

this morning, I think this would be a 
good place to take a quick pause and 
do some discussion In our Zoom 
groups. 

• If you’re joining us on Zoom, I want you to 
discuss the following question: 
1. What are some examples of how your 

expectations of God have caused you to 
doubt that He’s there? 

2. Because we all struggle with this, just 
like John to Baptist.  

• So, take a few minutes to discuss that 
question. 

• If you’re joining us on Facebook or 
YouTube, we’re going to take a quick 
break…the question will be on the screen If 
you want to discuss with those that your 
with or maybe just think about on your 
own.  
1. We’ll be back In a few… 

ii. Alright, welcome back. We are going 
to continue in our passage in Luke 7 
and Jesus is going to switch the focus 
away from the doubts and 
expectations of John the Baptist and 
he is going to now point out the 
doubts and expectations of the 
Pharisees and religious leaders.  
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IV. **READ LUKE 7:24-28** 
a. What I love about this passage 

right here is that in the midst of 
John’s doubt…Jesus turns to the 
crowds and He brags about John! 

i. He doesn’t scold John in front of 
people…Jesus doesn’t even seem 
disappointed that John was struggling 
here.  

ii. Rather, he turns to the crowds and he 
says… 

• John, this is no man who is swayed by the 
winds of culture and public opinion.  

• This is no man who is utilizing religion or his 
teaching to try and get rich. 

• This is a prophet sent by God…and not just 
any prophet…he is among the greatest of 
prophets… 

iii. And I love this because what we get 
here is a glimpse of Jesus’ emotional 
response to John’s doubt. 

• And what we see here is Jesus isn’t phased. 
He’s not disappointed.  

• If anything, Jesus reaffirms the fact that 
John is one of His people who really has 
been called by God.  

• And this morning, if you’re struggling with 
doubt, maybe this right here should be how 
you picture God responding to your doubt.  

b. But then, Jesus makes this almost 
out of place statement to the 
crowds in **v.28**. 
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i. See, when John the Baptist 
announced the arrival of the Messiah, 
He was announcing the arrival of 
something completely new…not just a 
Messiah, but a Kingdom. 

• And this Kingdom would be different in that 
the least would be the greatest and the last 
would be first.  
1. The marginalized, the oppressed, the 

poor would be elevated. 
• And Jesus is looking to this crowd of non-

religious elite…this crowd of sinners…and he 
says you can be great in the Kingdom of 
God.  

ii. See, among this crowd, was not just 
common people and common 
sinners…but the Pharisees and the 
religious elite were there as well, and 
this statement was meant to challenge 
them. 

• Continue with me in our passage, read 
**v.29-30**. 

iii. It was a year ago now that we were 
studying Luke 3 together as a church 
and we learned about why it was so 
controversial for John the Baptist to 
call upon people…especially devout 
Jews and Jewish leaders…to be 
baptized.  

• Because during those days, baptism wasn’t 
a normal practice but they did practice 
something called Proselyte Baptism.  
1. Proselyte Baptism was a part of the 

criteria if a Gentile (a non-Jew) wanted 
to become Jewish. 
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2. One of the things they would have to do 
is be baptized (dunked in water) 
because as a Gentile, he was considered 
to be unclean and before he could 
become a part of the people of God, he 
had to be washed. 

• And so, for John the Baptist to call on Jews 
to be baptized was to essentially declare 
them to be unclean and that they needed 
to be cleansed in order for them to follow 
Jesus.  

iv. See, Jesus was building a new 
Kingdom where one was not cleansed 
through religious ritual, religious skill, 
or religious knowledge…but rather in 
this new Kingdom, one is cleansed 
through humility, confessing their sin, 
and looking to Jesus to be the one to 
cleanse them.  

• In this new Kingdom, it is the humble who 
will be cleansed and will be great and it is 
the religiously proud who will be unclean.  

• And what we just read in this passage is 
that all of these common people and 
sinners accepted this message from Jesus… 

• But the religious elite rejected it.  
c. And so, Jesus responds to this 

rejection. **Read v.31-35** 
i. Here is Jesus criticism of the religious 

elite: 
• When John preached the message to 

you…you had your problems with it.  
• When I preached the message to you along 

with miraculous signs…you had your 
problems with it.  
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• The reason you are doubting me and the 
reason you’re rejecting the gospel of the 
Kingdom is because you don’t want to let 
go control of what it means to follow me. 
1. You would rather religion be about 

keeping the rules, memorizing the 
Scriptures, and achieving high rank and 
high title within Judaism.  

2. But the Kingdom of God is actually 
about humility, repentance, and loving 
your neighbor.  

• Remember, how Jesus answered John’s 
question if He was the one they were 
waiting for? 
1. The blind see. 
2. The deaf hear.  
3. Lepers are cleansed.  
4. The poor have good news preached to 

them. 
5. I’m coming after the marginalized.  

• He didn’t say anything about religious ritual. 
1. This was not the religion that the 

Pharisees wanted to be a part of.  
 

V. APPLICATION 
a. See, this morning, we have talked 

about two different kinds of doubt 
connected to two different 
expectations.  

i. The doubt of John the Baptist. 
• I had different expectations about how my 

life would go. 
ii. The doubt of the religious elite.  

• I had different expectations of what it even 
means to live my life for God. 
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b. And this morning, I think the 
combination of these two doubts 
and these two expectations create 
a picture of what might plague us 
the most in the American church.  

i. In the American church, I think it is fair 
to say that we largely expect our lives 
to go a certain way… 

• Financially prosperous. 
• No persecution. 
• Individual liberty. 
• Our rights are protected. 

ii. And we also have crafted specific 
expectations of what it even means to 
follow Jesus…we’ve simplified that 
down to things like… 

• Church participation.  
• Bible knowledge.  
• Doing outreach events.  
• Community. 

iii. And of course, all of those things are 
good and a part of following Jesus, no 
doubt about it… 

c. But if we were to just take an 
honest look at what Jesus says it 
means to follow Him and to set our 
expectations accordingly… 

i. What Jesus has called us to is not a 
life of prosperity and ease… 

• But to humble ourselves. Confess our sin. 
• Receive his forgiveness purchased at the 

cross.  
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• And then pick that cross up and to suffer 
alongside of Jesus as we wring our lives out 
in love of others…especially the 
marginalized and oppressed. 

ii. And I wonder…how much of our doubt 
is connected to expectations that 
Jesus never told us to have… 

• And if we would release our lives to his true 
will for us…how much less we would 
struggle with doubt… 

iii. You know, just last night I was 
wrestling with this… 

• I want to live a life of ease, financial 
freedom, being able to do the things that I 
want to do, nobody getting in my way… 

• And then late last night we got a call… 
1. A single mom we know was in a bad 

spot…and needed to go get some 
help…and she needed us to take her 
child in… 

2. And so I have this precious child at my 
house right now and I don’t know how 
long she’ll be there.  

• And late last night as I was driving back to 
my house with this little child in my van, 
tired, thinking about how I need to preach 
this morning, I just heard the Spirit whisper 
to me…this is what it means to follow me. 
1. This is what I’ve called my people to.  
2. To enter into the darkness of their cities 

and towns and to wring your life out 
loving others…especially those who are 
lowest in our society. 

iv. And I don’t share that to pat myself on 
the back…but rather to help us ask 
ourselves…what are our expectations 
of what it means to follow Jesus? 
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• Because I know there are people listening in 
today and for them, they follow Jesus with 
one-foot in, one-foot out. 
1. You believe…but you don’t want Jesus to 

have full control of your life.  
2. Because you know He is going to call 

you to pick up your cross and wring 
your life out loving your neighbor and 
the marginalized. 

3. And may I just gently exhort you this 
morning to think about how your faith, 
your joy, and your doubt might 
transform if you gave yourself fully over 
to Him.  

4. And if you set your expectations about 
what it means to follow Jesus to what 
He actually said.  

d. Listen, family, Jesus has promised 
us joy and Jesus has called us to 
love people the way He loved 
people.  

i. God has big plans for you. God has 
great things we wants to do through 
you. God has great things he wants to 
do through our church. 

• Here is what we need to wrestle with… 
1. Am I willing to lay down my 

expectations for my life? 
2. And pick up the cross and follow Jesus? 

• Because when we’re willing to do that, that 
is when we are in the center of God’s will 
for us… 

ii. And that is our vision for Grace Hill 
Church…that we would be a church 
full of people who joyfully pick up that 
cross and love the people of our town.  
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VI. PRAY 
 
 


