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I. NO LIVE Q&A THIS WEEK 

• However, you can still submit questions to 
SLIDO.COM. #917 

 
II.  INTRODUCTION 

a. Have you ever had a 
transformational experience? 

i. One of those experiences that does 
something that forever changes who 
you are, your perspective on life, and 
the way that you live your life… 

b. I feel like I have had a few of those 
experiences in my life… 

i. One of them was the first time that I 
spent significant time in a third world 
context.  

• Like, not staying in a safe hotel or 
compound and driving into a third world 
context everyday.  
1. But sleeping in a remote village on a 

concrete floor, eating their food, living 
their way of life…in the middle of a 
remote village in northern Haiti. 

2. It was uncomfortable and tragic for me 
as a middle class American… 

3. I thought…how could people be happy 
and live like this.  

• That was until I went to church with them… 
1. And I witnessed how they cried out to 

the Lord…. 
2. How they rejoiced in the Gospel… 
3. How they were so filled with joy… 
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• It was a transformational experience 
because it was in that moment that I 
learned…not in my head…but in my chest 
that joy has nothing to do with my 
possessions or my comfort… 

• And I would come home and I saw 
everything around me in a different light. 

• Transformational.  
ii. Another experience I’ve had was the 

now three times that I have walked 
into the Labor and Delivery Unit of a 
hospital with my wife… 

• Because a child had been born there…and 
had no parents to care for her and take her 
home… 

• So, the county called us to be their Foster 
Parents. 
1. And the images of Christy, of Jazzy, and 

of Ariyah swaddled and laying all alone 
in a hospital room with no parents…is 
emblazoned in my mind. 

2. And the experience of scooping them up 
into my arms and promising them…that 
if none of their family steps up to care 
for them…that they will have a forever 
home in my home… 

3. They will never again be alone.  
4. Transformational. 

• It changed the priorities, the goals, and the 
trajectory of my life.  
1. My definition of success for my life 

changed.  
2. Some things just don’t seem as 

important anymore… 

c. Have you had a transformational 
experience like this? 
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III. SERIES PLUG 
a. As many of you know, all Fall we 

have been  in a sermon series 
called MY ____ HOME. 

i. Because of this pandemic, we have all 
been spending more time in our 
homes and it looks as if that is going 
to continue for the winter.  

ii. And our desire has been to address 
particular topics that might be a 
challenge to us as we are spending 
more time in our homes.  

• And we just want to go to God’s Word and 
see what God has to say about these 
various things.  
1. We’ve tackled things like conflict 

resolution… 
2. Marriage 
3. Parenting 
4. Loneliness 
5. Anxiety 
6. Loving our neighbors 
7. Among other things… 

iii. And today, as we bring this series to a 
close…I want us to notice that as we 
have talked through every single one 
of these topics…the Scriptures have 
pointed us to one thing…to one 
common denominator…as to how we 
approach these topics… 

• And this one thing…is a transformational 
force. 

• It is something that…if our souls encounter 
it…it changes not only the way we view 
ourselves, but it also changes the way we 
see others and the priorities of our life.  
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• It will change your definition of success in 
life. 

• It is this one thing…that will transform your 
marriage…and how you parent your 
kids…and how you deal with conflict…and 
anxiety…and loneliness…and sadness in life. 

iv. What is the one thing? 
• Well, let’s let the Apostle Paul point it out to 

us… 
• 1 Corinthians 1:20 (CSB) 

1. So, we’ve talked about a number of 
topics in this series.  

2. And none of what the Bible has pointed 
us to has been the wisdom, the 
philosophy, the knowledge of this world.  

3. In fact, Paul says that the wisdom of the 
world is foolish when it comes to these 
things.  

4. If your marriage is hard…it would be 
foolish to apply the wisdom of the world.  

5. If you’re dealing with anxiety, loneliness, 
stress, fear…it would be foolish to apply 
the wisdom of the world…. 

• 1 Corinthians 1:21-25 (CSB) 
1. In other words…the thing that the 

Scriptures point us to…the thing that will 
bring true transformation to your life…is 
Christ and Him crucified.  

2. And to the world…this is foolish. The fact 
that we would look to Christ in the midst 
of the challenges of our life…is foolish.  

3. But to those of us who have been 
transformed by Christ…it is the power 
and the wisdom of God. 
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b. And here is my question for all of 
us this morning…whether you are a 
non-Christian, a new Christian, or 
you’ve been a Christian for a long 
time. 

i. Have you had a transformative 
experience with Christ? 

• One of those experiences where Christ 
enters your life…and everything changes… 
1. The way you view yourself changes. 
2. The way you view others changes.  
3. Your priorities and goals in life change.  

• Because you have encountered the power 
and the wisdom of God. 

ii. My fear is that today, we have many 
Christians who claim the name of 
Christ, they say they believe in the 
cross, but there has been no 
transformation in their life.  

• If you look at their life, if you look at how 
they view and treat others, if you look at 
their priorities and goals…there would be 
nothing different than most of the world.  

• Christ is an extracurricular, add-on to their 
life…maybe because it was included in their 
upbringing…but as far as a transformative 
experience…that has not happened. 

c. And as we have been going 
through this sermon series… 

i. The Scriptures have, over and over 
again, pointed us to Christ and Him 
crucified as the wisdom we need to 
apply to these challenges in our life. 

• And so, today as we close this series, I want 
us to be utterly clear on what it means to 
be transformed by Christ.  
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ii. In Philippians 1:21, Paul famously 
says…for me to live is Christ and to die 
is gain.  

• In 1 Corinthians 2:2 Paul says that He 
resolved to know nothing CHRIST and Him 
CRUCIFIED. 

• In Colossians 3:3-4 Paul says that our life is 
hidden with Christ and that Christ Himself is 
our life.  

• In Galatians 2:20 Paul says that we have 
been crucified with Christ and Christ now 
lives inside of us.  

iii. So, what does this mean? To live is 
Christ and that Christ is our life? 

• Obviously, Paul had been transformed by 
Christ. 
1. And his entire life has now been 

changed, impacted by, totally redirected 
by Christ.  

• And so, I want us to explore this morning 
what it means to be transformed by Christ 
and I want all of us to humbly ask ourselves 
if we have been transformed by Christ. 
1. Because if you’re looking for 

transformation in your life. If you’re 
looking for transformation in your 
home…in your marriage…in your 
family…anywhere… 

2. It’s not found in the wisdom of the 
world. 

3. But in Christ alone. 
iv. And so, this morning, I am going to 

walk through two ways Christ 
completely transforms us from the 
inside out and I want all of us to 
evaluate if this sort of transformation 
has taken place inside of us.  
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IV. #1 – CHRIST TRANSFORMS HOW 

WE SEE OURSELVES 
a. Imagine this scenario with me… 

i. Let’s say that you were married, and 
you were unfaithful to your spouse.  

• You broke the vow that you made with 
your spouse and were caught lying about it. 
1. What would you have to do over time in 

order to regain the love of your spouse? 
ii. Or, let’s say that you were someone 

who was completely and utterly 
opposed to Christianity and the Bible… 

• That you believed it was destructive to 
society, to the point that you believed it 
justified violence against Christians. 

• But one day, you changed your mind and 
converted. 

• What would you have to do to prove to 
people overtime that you were a different 
person? 

iii. Or, let’s say that you struggled with 
some sort of habitual, addictive, type 
of sin… 

• And you knew that it was destructive to 
you and your relationships…and you want 
to change…but you can’t… 

• What would you have to do to prove your 
heart and motivations to your loved ones 
and church friends? 

iv. Now these are all big scenarios…some 
of them many of you watching have 
experienced…but we all have stuff in 
our life that we believe disqualifies us 
from respect within our church and 
approval from God. 
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• And how much of our lives do we spend 
trying to prove ourselves worthy of God’s 
love and trying to prove ourselves worthy 
acceptance in the church trying to prove to 
other people that we are a good person? 

b. You know who struggled with this? 
i. The Apostle Paul.  

1. The man who wrote most of the New 
Testament.  

• In 1 Corinthians 15:9 Paul writes that he feels 
he is the least of all of the Apostles because 
He once persecuted the church.  
1. He was that guy who thought 

Christianity was so destructive that it 
justified murderous violence against it. 

• He said in 1 Timothy 1:15 (NLT) that He 
believes He is the worst of all sinners whom 
Christ came to die for.  

ii. So, when the Apostle Paul says that to 
live is CHRIST…when He says that 
Christ is His LIFE… 

• This is not some ethereal statement 
detached from reality.  

• No Paul is making a substantive, theological 
statement…that His life and Christ’s life has 
been united together… 
1. That the life that Christ lived has been 

credited to Paul… 
2. This is now His identity.  
3. When Paul goes before the judgement 

of the Father…the Father will not see 
murdering Christians on his record…He 
will see Christ on His record. 
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iii. Paul was a recipient of radical grace 
from God through the cross of Jesus 
Christ and it transformed the way Paul 
viewed Himself.  

• He no longer had to prove Himself to God 
and others.  

• He was united to Christ. 
iv. And brothers and sisters, if you are in 

Christ, it is the same for you. 
• You may feel like Paul felt… 

1. I’m the worst of all the Christians... 
2. If everyone in the church could see what 

I have done or what I struggle with, they 
would all reject me… 

• Yet, if you have entrusted your life to Christ, 
this is not how God sees you.  
1. You are a recipient of radical grace just 

like Paul.  
2. You will not be judged, condemned, 

rejected, cast aside, laughed at, sneered 
at for the things you have done.  

3. God will not reluctantly love you. 
4. No, God will love you as His beloved Son 

or Daughter.  
5. Because that is who you are. 

c. And listen, Christ doesn’t just 
transform the way we view 
ourselves in the midst of our 
struggle…He also transforms the 
way we view ourselves in the midst 
of all our success. 
• Back in Philippians, Paul says in 3:4b – “If 

anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more…” 
1. And then he goes on to list all of his 

accolades… 
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2. Education, training, pedigree, how strict 
he adhered to the law of Moses… 

3. Paul is like…I was the kid who grew up in 
a successful home, got straight A’s, 
graduated the top of my class at 
Harvard law, and made a lot of money… 

• But, because Paul had a transformative 
experience with Christ, it changed the way 
he viewed Himself and so Paul now says in 
regards to all those accolades and 
successes… 
1. Philippians 3:7 - 7 But whatever gain I 

had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 

i. The most important thing about me is 
not my successes. It’s not my goals in 
life. It’s not education. It’s not my job. 
It’s not my accomplishments.  

• The most important thing about me is that I 
belong to Christ.  

• Christ is my life.  
1. My job is not my life. My goals are not 

my life.  
2. Christ is my life. To live is CHRIST. 

d. Christ transforms the way we view 
ourselves.  

i. We no longer make judgements about 
who we are according to our worldly 
success and failures.  

• No Christ has declared who we are.  
• We are recipients of radical, undeserved, 

unending love and grace by God.  
• That is who we are. 
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ii. And the reason why this is 

transformative in your life, your 
relationships, your home…is because 
these things are no longer battlefields 
for you to prove your worth. 

• When Christ is your life…your worth has 
been declared and you don’t have to clean 
yourself up to prove your worth.  

• When Christ is your life…your worth has 
been declared and all of your worldly 
accomplishments add nothing to your 
worth.  

iii. Listen, if Christ is your life, you have 
been set free from the hard work of 
proving yourself. 

• Look at me…you can now be comfortable in 
your own skin…and you do not need to be 
someone different.  
1. Has that transformation happened in 

your life? 
• You may not realize how hard you are 

working right now to prove yourself to 
others…to the people in your home… 
1. How much that is impacting your 

relationships… 
2. How much it is robbing you of your joy. 

 
iv. And so, before we move forward… 

• Let’s stop and sing. 
• Let’s not move beyond this 

transformational truth.  
1. That we are radical recipients of Grace. 

• Let’s evaluate and ask ourselves how we 
view ourselves… 
1. Let’s sing together… 
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V. SING 

i. Amen.  
• So, the first way Christ transforms us is he 

transforms the way we view ourselves… 

 
VI. #2 – CHRIST TRANSFORMS HOW 

WE SEE OTHERS 
a. Let’s look at another Scripture 

from Paul in Philippians.  
i. Philippians 2:1-4 (CSB) 

• Paul is saying that if we have been 
transformed by Christ…if we have been 
recipients of radical grace…than we must 
also by conduits of this same radical grace 
to others… 

• Christ not only transforms the relationship 
between me and God… 
1. He also transforms the relationship that I 

have with other people… 
2. Because God calls me to love people 

and show the same measure of radical 
grace to other people as He has shown 
me.  

b. I’ll never forget when this clicked in 
my heart…when I had a 
transformative experience and the 
ethic of the Gospel made sense to 
me… 

i. It was about two years into my 
marriage and about three years after I 
had been in full-time vocational 
ministry… 

• I was sitting in a small group, and the small 
group leader read from Ephesians 5. 
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1. The part where Paul tells husbands to 
love their wives as Christ loves the 
church.  

2. And my small group leader just made a 
few simple statements explaining that 
what Paul means here is exactly what I 
just said… 

3. Take the same measure of radical grace 
that God has shown you and love your 
wife with that same amount of grace… 

ii. And I don’t know what it was but in 
that moment…that truth went from 
something that I knew in my head…to 
something I now understood in my 
chest… 

• And it was like the Gospel came alive to me 
in that moment… 

• Because I had not been loving my wife in 
that way. 
1. I had been burdening my wife with all 

sorts of expectation. 
2. And I had been harboring bitterness 

because I wanted my wife to better at 
loving me in the ways that I wanted to 
be loved.  

3. I had believed I was justified in 
withholding close relationship with my 
wife until she improved… 

• But THAT IS NOT HOW CHRIST HAS 
LOVED ME! 
1. He gave his life for me WHILE I was 

sinning.  
2. He loved me before I loved Him.  
3. And I was called to love my wife in the 

same way…show the same measure of 
grace to her.  
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c. See, Christ transforms the way we 
see others.  

i. In all of those scenarios that I talked 
about earlier… 

• If I was unfaithful to my wife…how long 
would it take to prove and redeem myself… 

• If I was the one like Paul who persecuted 
Christians…how long would it take to prove 
that I’m different… 

• If I struggled with habitual sin, how long to 
prove that I’m different to people… 

ii. Listen, not only are we called to find 
our identity and security in Christ 
when we are struggling with feeling 
unworthy. 

• We are also called to BE THOSE PEOPLE 
who minister Christ to people who are 
struggling with shame. 

• We are called to show the same measure of 
grace to these people as Christ has shown 
us.  

iii. When we have a transformative 
experience with Christ, it changes the 
way we see others…in every sphere of 
our life… 

• In our homes, in our workplaces, in our 
neighborhoods, within our extended family, 
within the political division of our country… 

• We are called to minister the same radical 
grace that God has shown us in Christ. 
1. Even if you find someone’s politics 

abhorrent…the Christian loves people the 
way they have been loved by Jesus. 
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2. Even when you disagree on matters of 
morality, race, and character…the 
Christian loves people the way they have 
been loved by Jesus. 

3. Even if you were offended by what 
someone posted on Facebook…the 
Christian loves people the way they have 
been loved by Jesus.  

iv. And listen, I know that when we think 
about this…all kinds of “what ifs” come 
up… 

• Well, Allan, what about this… 
• Do I have to love someone or show grace if 

they do this…or that… 
• Where do we draw the line… 

v. And my only answer to that…is we can 
draw the line where Christ Himself 
draws the line… 

• And the Scriptures say…that if you are in 
Christ…there is nothing that can seperate 
you from His love. 

• And if you are struggling right now with 
how radical it feels to love people and show 
others this amount of grace.  

• Then understand, that Jesus going to the 
cross for you, is 100x more radical  

• Because we all have sinned against a holy 
God and rebelled against you. 

• And yet, He still gave His life for us.  
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VII. CONCLUSION 
a. And when we encounter 

Christ…not only does he transform 
the way I see myself…He also 
transforms the way I view others… 

i. Brothers and sisters, in Christ… 
• You are free from proving yourself to 

others… 
• You are free from withholding love until 

people prove themselves to you… 
• Christ is now your life. 

ii. And embracing that freedom will 
transform your home…it will transform 
your marriage…it will transform the 
way you live your life. 

• It will save you from devoting your career 
and your time to making a name for 
yourself.  

• It will save you from wallowing in guilt and 
shame when you could be embracing the 
ministry that God has called you to.  

• It will save you from ruining relationships 
out of a need to be right. 

• It will save you from harboring bitterness 
that will only bring stress and anxiety into 
your life. 

• It will teach you that grace has the ability to 
heal the wounds that anger and 
expectation will make worse.  
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b. Have you been transformed by 
Christ? 
• Have you embraced the grace He is 

offering you? 
• Do you extend that same grace to others? 

i. If you are tuning in this morning, and 
you’re not quite sure about the 
answers to those questions… 

• Maybe you don’t believe in Jesus but you’re 
considering it… 

• Maybe you’ve always believed in Jesus but 
you don’t think you’ve been transformed by 
it… 

ii. I’d love to follow up with you and talk 
through how Jesus can transform your 
life. 

• If you’re a part of Grace Hill, you know how 
to get ahold of me. 

• If you’re not a part of Grace Hill, go to our 
website…CONNECT WITH US… 

iii. Let me pray for us and we’ll end our 
time with some worship.  

 
VIII. PRAYER 


