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EPISODE 1 
 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Marriage is an interesting 

institution in our society.  
i. Two people decide to commit 

themselves to one another for the rest 
of their lives.  

• Their wedding day is this joyful romantic 
event. 

• And the hope is that for all the years that 
these two people are together, they will 
continue to enjoy the romantic bliss that 
was on display at their wedding.  

ii. If you’re married, is that true of your 
marriage? 

• Have you maintained the romance of your 
wedding night? 
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II. AND THEN LET’S ADD THIS PANDEMIC 
INTO THE MIX.  
a. Where if you’re married, your most 

likely both spending a lot more 
time in the house and a lot more 
time together.  

i. Working in the house. Helping your 
kids with school. Going to church in 
the house… 

• And when life gets stressful, it’s really easy 
for your marriage to go from a place where 
there is romance and affection…. 

• To where you’re kind of just like roomates, 
you pass each other in the halls, you work 
together to maintain the house and family, 
you get good at logistics… 

• But what happened to the marriage? 
• What happened to the affection? 
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III. AND STRESS IS NOT THE ONLY 
REASON MARRIAGES BEGIN TO COOL 
OFF AFTER A WHILE… 
a. If you spend enough time with 

someone like you do in 
marriage…you’re going to hurt 
each other. 

i. You’re going to disappoint each other.  
ii. Fail one another.  
iii. Say things you shouldn’t say.  
b. And, after a while, its very common 

to begin to think in your head…. 
i. Why did I marry this person? 
ii. Why did I commit to this person for 

the rest of my life? 
iii. I don’t think it’s even in the realm of 

possibility for my marriage to return 
to kind of romance we had on our 
wedding night! 
 

IV. WHAT IF I TOLD YOU, THAT THE 
PURPOSE OF YOUR MARRIAGE WAS 
NOT YOUR HAPPINESS. 
a. And the key to a happy, romantic 

marriage is embracing that truth.  
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V. WHAT IF I TOLD YOU THAT 
CONFLICT AND FRICTION IN YOUR 
MARRIAGE IS ACTUALLY A PART OF 
GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE AND 
PRESENTS YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
HAVE THE KIND OF MARRIAGE THAT 
GOD DESIRES. 
 

VI. WHAT IF I TOLD YOU THAT GOD 
HAS PURPOSES FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 
THAT ARE COSMIC IN SCALE. 

 
VII.  JOIN US THIS SUNDAY AT 9AM AT 

GRACE HILL CHURCH AS WE TALK 
ABOUT WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY ABOUT 
OUR MARRIAGES.  

i. We’re in a series called My ___ Home 
where we want to catch a vision for 
the kind of home that God desires us 
to have.  

• So, what does God say about my 
unromantic home? 

ii. Whether you are married or not, I 
think you’re going to be surprised at 
what He says. 
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EPISODE 2 
 

VIII.  INTRODUCTION 
i. Why we’re gathering online only.  
ii. SLIDO.COM #917 

 
IX. HOW’S YOUR MARRIAGE DOING? 

a. So, this is part four of a sermon 
series we are doing called MY ___ 
HOME.  

i. We’ve been spending a lot of time in 
our homes lately because of the 
pandemic…and with that…our homes 
can quickly go from being a place of 
rest and joy to a place of 
disappointment.  

• So, we wanted to tackle various topics 
about the culture and relationships in our 
homes and look to the Word of God for 
answers.  

b. And this morning, it’s time for us to 
talk about your marriage.  
• (Now, hang with me even if you’re not 

married for a little bit.) 
i. But for those of you who are married, 

how is your marriage doing through 
the epic year that 2020 has been?!? 

• Has it been more strained? 
• Have you had more conflict? 
• Has the romance cooled off a little bit? 
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ii. See, one of the things that is really 
common in a marriage (whether 
you’re dealing with a pandemic or 
not)… 

• Is life just gets busy. You have a career. 
Maybe you have some kids. Your involved 
in a lot of different things. Finances can be 
stressful.  
1. Your marriage is predictably going to hit 

a few bumps (big or small) where there 
is conflict and you hurt one another’s 
feelings. 

• And over time, what can happen, is the 
marriage can begin to cool off, the romance 
that existed on the honeymoon just isn’t 
there anymore, your busy and tired from 
managing life…and the marriage just drifts 
into becoming more like a roommate 
situation.  
1. Where you’re just navigating the 

logistics of life and family together…but 
there really is no affection…there really is 
no romance.  

2. Or, maybe you’re more than roommates, 
maybe you’re really good friends that 
can also enjoy life together…but the 
romance and affection has cooled 
off…and now it’s more like you’re just 
friends. 

c. And I want you to think of your 
marriage like a flower. 

i. And in order for that flower to bloom, 
it needs to be planted in the right kind 
of soil with plenty of water for it to 
bloom.  
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• But if it’s planted in dry soil with no 
nutrients, then the flower is not going to 
bloom but rather wither away.  
1. And in the same way, your marriage has 

to be planted in the right soil if it’s going 
to bloom.  

• And whenever we see a marriage begin to 
cool off and convert from a marriage to 
more of a roommate or friend situation…or 
maybe even enemies…I think most of the 
time it’s because the marriage has been 
trying to survive in the soil of expectation.  
1. The relationship between the husband 

and wife is managed by a culture of 
expectation.  

ii. Here’s what I mean: 
• Each person in the marriage has built up 

certain expectations on their spouse. 
1. Everyone does this. 
2. It’s almost impossible to not have 

expectations on your spouse.  
• But over time, those expectations do not 

get consistently met. 
1. Even when you talk about them.  
2. Even when you fight over them.  
3. Even when you’re promised that things 

will get better. 
• And because after a long time of being 

disappointed…it’s very easy to get to this 
place where your hurt, exhausted, 
frustrated, or bitter at your spouse. 
1. You kind of hit this point where it’s just 

easier to stop having a marriage and to 
allow the relationship to slip into 
something different…like being 
roommates. 
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2. Because we’re tired of being hurt. We’re 
tired of being disappointed. We’re tired 
of feeling like this marriage is just 
impossible. 

• So, maybe you expect your spouse to share 
their feelings with you, and they’re a closed 
book.  
1. Or maybe you expect your spouse to be 

more helpful around the house, and they 
really don’t do anything.  

2. Maybe you expect more physical 
affection and it seems your spouse is not 
interested.  

3. Maybe you expect your spouse to take 
care of their appearance more, but 
they’re letting themselves go.  

4. Maybe you expect your spouse to just 
take a greater interested in you, and 
they don’t. 

5. Maybe you expect your spouse to say 
nice things about you, but all you get is 
criticism.  

6. And a million other things…. 
iii. And here’s the thing with 

expectation…is that when our 
expectation goes unfulfilled for too 
long, our defensive instinct in 
response to our hurt, will be to 
withhold relationship from our spouse. 

• To distance ourselves. Not allow ourselves 
to be emotionally attached to the person as 
a way of defending ourselves against 
further hurt and disappointment.  
1. And so, the marriage withers and the 

romance fades. 
2. Because it was planted in the soil of 

expectation.  
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X. GOD’S VISION FOR MARRIAGE 
a. And this morning, what I want all of 

us to discover is that God has a 
radically different vision for your 
marriage.  

i. God has a vision for your marriage 
that includes emotional connection, 
physical affection, and romance. 

• God’s desire for your marriage is not that 
you would be roommates or just friends.  

• He wants so much more for your marriage. 
ii. But God’s vision for your marriage is 

not possible to experience if your 
marriage is planted in the soil of 
expectation.  

• And so this morning, I want to teach you 
God’s vision for your marriage and how its 
different.  
1. But I have to warn you, it’s counter 

intuitive. 
2. Our reflexes are not going to fire in this 

direction at first. 
3. At first, you might even accuse me of 

being too idealistic in what I’m about to 
teach.  

4. But, let’s give it a shot.  
iii. And before I give you a definition of 

God’s vision for your marriage…I want 
to say something quickly to those of 
you who are not married… 

• Don’t tune out! 
• What God wants to teach us today I 

relevant to all of us…even if you’re not 
married.  
 



 10 

1. If you are not married but hope to be in 
the future…understanding God’s vision 
for your future marriage is going to 
serve you so well as you pursue that in 
your life…so I encourage you to continue 
to listen.  

2. But also, if you’re not married, you are a 
part of the body of Christ. And your 
brothers and sisters who are married 
need your encouragement, prayer, and 
counsel in this area.  

3. So I encourage everyone to lean in as we 
talk about God’s vision for marriage.  

b. So, let me give you a definition: 
i. God’s vision: that you would lower 

yourself beneath your spouse to adorn 
them with righteousness that they 
may flourish.  

• Now, that’s a long and weird definition so 
let’s break it down and illustrate it, so we all 
understand. 
1. What does it mean to lower 

yourself…and why would you do that? 
2. What does it mean to adorn with 

righteousness…that sounds weird. 
3. What does it mean for your spouse to 

flourish? 

c. What does it mean to lower 
yourself beneath your spouse? 

i. This is about the posture you take 
when it comes to the judgements that 
you make about your spouse. 

• Are you above your spouse with a posture 
of a master, better than them, disappointed 
in them, filled with expectation that they 
are not meeting.  
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• Or are you beneath your spouse with more 
of a posture of a servant?  

ii. Now, of course a husband and wife 
are equals but in our relationship with 
one another we tend to posture 
ourselves at some sort of vantage 
point to our spouse.  

• And God’s vision for you is that you actually 
would voluntarily take the posture of a 
servant and lower yourself beneath your 
spouse.  

• Because what this does is it begins to 
cancel the culture of expectation in your 
marriage and replace it with a culture of 
grace.  
1. Now, how do I do that. How do I lower 

myself and replace a culture of 
expectation with a culture of grace? 

2. Well, let’s talk about the next part of this 
definition of God’s vision for your 
marriage. 

d. What does it mean to adorn your 
spouse with righteousness? 

i. What it means to adorn or to cloth 
someone with righteousness means to 
treat and regard that person as if they 
are righteous, even though they are 
not. 

• Or, let me say it this way: to treat and 
regard your spouse as if they have fulfilled 
all your expectations, even though they 
have not.  
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ii. So, we are lowering ourselves beneath 
our spouse into the position of a 
servant and we are adorning them 
with righteousness – treating them as 
if they have fulfilled all our 
expectations even though they have 
not. 

• This is in direct contrast to posturing 
ourselves above our spouse, demanding 
righteousness from them, and withholding 
relationship from them until they fulfill our 
expectations.  

iii. So, you see the difference between 
the culture/the soil of expectation and 
the culture/soil of grace.  

• A marriage that is growing in the soil of 
expectation has both spouses placing 
themselves above the other, demanding 
their expectations be fulfilled, and 
withholding relationship from one another 
until they are fulfilled.  

• A marriage that is growing in the soil of 
grace has both spouses placing themselves 
beneath the other, and adorning the other 
with righteousness, treating the other as if 
they have fulfilled all their expectations 
even though they have not. 

iv. And here is the interesting thing about 
grace.  

• Creating a culture of grace in your marriage 
does not mean that you don’t deal with 
problems or let your spouse get away with 
things without properly addressing them.  
1. See, grace does not ignore problems, it 

just goes about handling the problems 
differently and more effectively than 
expectation.  
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• See, in a culture of expectation, we’re 
addressing problems in the marriage…but 
we’re also withholding relationship…and 
that poisons the soil and inhibits any sort of 
growth happening both in the marriage and 
in your spouse.  

• But in a culture of grace where we are 
adorning each other with righteousness, 
what we’re saying is: “I’m not going to allow 
the problems we need to address to break 
this relationship… 
1. So, I’m not going to withhold affection 

from you.  
2. I’m not going to give you the cold 

shoulder.  
3. I’m not going to talk bad about you 

behind your back.  
4. I’m not going to lose interest in you. 

• No, I am going to treat you as if your 
righteous… 
1. And in this culture and soil of grace 

where our struggles don’t threaten 
relationship… 

2. I now have a safe place to patiently 
address problems and point my spouse 
in the direction of true righteousness. 

3. And my spouse now has a safe place 
where they can grow.  

• And so many couples get stuck…because 
their marriage is rooted in the soil of 
expectation, and they’re demands for 
righteousness just get stronger, and they 
continue to withhold relationship, until the 
marriage dies.  

v. Your marriage and your spouse will 
only flourish if they are planted in the 
soil of grace.  
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e. So, what does it mean for my 
spouse and my marriage to 
flourish? 

i. It means that they are in a place 
where they truly can grow, problems 
in the marriage can be addressed in a 
healthy way, and the marriage is now 
growing in emotional and physical 
connection.  

• See, in a culture of grace, you now become 
a cheerleader for your spouse’s growth 
instead of a drill sergeant making demands 
and throwing down ultimatums. 

• In a culture of grace, you now become an 
encourager, helping your spouse along their 
journey, instead of a discourager always 
threatening the relationship.  

• In a culture of grace, the relationship is not 
contingent upon performance and that 
creates a space for where both your 
marriage and your spouse can flourish.  

ii. See, in this whole time that we have 
been talking about God’s vision for 
your marriage, we haven’t even 
mentioned romance… 

• But that’s because what your marriage 
needs to re-ignite that romance is not 
romance tips…but rather…new soil. 

XI. THIS IS HOW GOD LOVES YOU IN 
CHRIST 
a. Now, I know what some of you are 

thinking.  
• Allan, I have two problems with you right 

now and this sermon: 
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1. First, this does sound way too idealistic. 
No way is it possible to treat your 
spouse as if they have fulfilled all my 
expectations when they clearly have not. 
How are you going to do that when 
you’re hurt and frustrated? 

2. But, most importantly, you’re talking 
about God’s vision for marriage and 
YOU HAVN’T EVEN OPENED THE BIBLE 
YET! 

• You’re right. We have not read from the 
Bible yet, which is not like me.  
1. But I did that on purpose.  
2. See, I wanted to cast a vision for your 

marriage that we would all think would 
be humanly impossible.  

i. But let me ask you…what illustration 
does God use in the Bible to explain 
and describe the relationship that He 
has with you and with me? 

• MARRIAGE! 
1. Paul says this in Ephesians 5:31-32 – 

“31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This 
mystery is profound, and I am saying 
that it refers to Christ and the church.” 

2. The relationship between a husband and 
a wife should be an illustration for the 
relationship between Jesus and His 
bride, which you and I are a apart of! 
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b. And so here is what you need to 
know this morning… 

i. This is how God loves you! 
• This vision that I cast for your marriage is, in 

reality, the way that God loves you.  
• We have a God who, in Christ, has lowered 

himself into the position of a servant, He 
has adorned us with righteousness, so that 
we may flourish! 

c. You need to see this – Philippians 
2:6-8 
• “6 …though [Jesus] was in the form of God, 

[He] did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.” 

i. So, let’s get this straight…. 
• You have the God of all 

creation…holy…perfect….righteous….all 
powerful… 

• And He lowered Himself into the posture of 
a servant beneath us? 
1. Fickle sinners who never fully fulfill God’s 

righteous expectations on us.  
• And we think it’s crazy that God’s vision for 

our marriage is that we would take the 
posture of a servant beneath our spouse? 
1. Maybe we say THEY DON’T DESERVE 

IT.  
2. I’LL LOWER MYSELF WHEN THEY 

LOWER THEMSELVES! 
3. THEY ARE JUST GOING TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF THAT! 
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ii. Yet, we have a God who had every 
right to deal with us solely from His 
lofty position in heaven and yet He 
lowered Himself because of His love 
for you.  

d. Why did Jesus lower Himself to the 
posture of a servant? So that He 
could adorn us with righteousness.  

i. Isaiah 61:10 prophesies this: 
• “10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;  

my soul shall exult in my God,  
for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation;  
he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness,  
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest 
with a beautiful headdress,  
and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels.” 

ii. And 2 Corinthians 5:21 explains even 
further: 

• 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 

iii. Here’s what this means… 
• It means that when Christ lowered Himself 

and He went to the cross in order to pay for 
our sins… 
1. That not only did He forgive us of our sin 

but He also clothed us, wrapped us in 
His own righteousness.  
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• Which means, that if you have faith in 
Christ, that you have been adorned with 
righteousness and God the Father now 
treats you and regards you as righteous 
even though you have not lived out that 
righteousness perfectly. 
1. This means that God guarantees you 

eternal life.  
2. He gives you His Spirit.  
3. He listens to your prayers.  
4. He does not withhold relationship from 

you because you have now been 
adorned with righteousness.  

iv. See, your relationship with God is 
planted in the soil of grace.  

• God does not demand righteousness and 
withhold relationship from you until you 
achieve it.  

• No, God has lowered Himself in Christ to 
adorn you with righteousness where He is 
saying: “I’m not going to allow the problems 
we need to address (namely your sin) to 
break this relationship… 
1. So, I’m not going to withhold affection 

from you.  
2. I’m not going to give you the cold 

shoulder.  
3. I’m not going to talk bad about you 

behind your back.  
4. I’m not going to lose interest in you. 

• No, I am going to treat you as if you are 
righteous… 
1. And in this culture and soil of grace 

where our struggles don’t threaten 
relationship with God… 
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2. We now have a safe place where God 
can patiently address our problems and 
lead us in the direction of true 
righteousness. 

e. And God does all of this so we can 
flourish in our relationship with 
Him.  

i. I love Revelation 19. The author uses 
the imagery of a wedding to illustrate 
what it is going to be like when Christ 
returns and God’s people are finally 
completely cleansed of all their sin 
and God comes down and dwells in-
person with mankind.  

• Revelation 19:6b-8 (NLT) – “Praise the Lord!  
For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  
7 Let us be glad and rejoice,  
and let us give honor to him.  
For the time has come for the wedding 
feast of the Lamb,  
and his bride has prepared herself.  
8 She has been given the finest of pure 
white linen to wear.”  
For the fine linen represents the good 
deeds of God’s holy people.” 

ii. We will flourish for all of eternity, not 
because God demanded 
righteousness from us in our own 
strength, but because He adorned us 
with righteousness.  
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XII. APPLICATION 
a. And family, this morning, if you’re 

married, I want to you to 
understand that this is the way that 
God has called upon you to love 
your spouse. 

i. In Ephesians 5, Paul says to wives: 
• “22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as 

to the Lord.” 
1. Lower yourself that you may adorn Him 

with righteousness.  
ii. But He goes even harder on the 

husbands: 
• “25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 

loved the church and gave himself up for 
her…” 
1. Lower yourself that you may adorn her 

with righteousness. 
iii. This is the pathway to a healthy 

marriage. This is the pathway to a 
romantic marriage. This is God’s vision 
for your marriage. 

• And listen, you will not have the humility to 
lower yourself, you will not have the 
strength to adorn your spouse with 
righteousness, if you don’t believe that this 
is how God loves you.  
1. The degree to which you can love your 

spouse in this way is directly related to 
the degree that you believe that this is 
how Christ loves you. 

iv. God is looking to our marriages to 
preach the Gospel, to display the 
unique way He loves us to the world.  
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b. And so, let me ask… 
• How is the culture in your marriage? What 

soil is it planted in? 
• Do you adorn your spouse with 

righteousness or do you demand 
righteousness? 

• Do you have conditions that they must 
meet in order for you to no longer withhold 
relationship from them? 

• Is your marriage a safe place for growth, 
vulnerability, and struggle? 

i. Because, brothers and sisters, where 
would any of us be if God did not 
radically love us in this way? 

• If he simply demanded righteousness from 
us instead of adorning us with 
righteousness? 

c. Hebrews 12:2 says this… 
• “2 [look] to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” 

i. This is how you plant your marriage in 
the soil of grace.  

• Look to Jesus…who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross…and is now exalted.  

• In your marriage, look to Jesus. And with a 
joyful vision of your marriage in the future…. 

• Endure the cross. Lower yourself. Adorn 
your spouse with righteousness.  

• Treat them as if they are righteous even if 
they are not.  

• And see how it takes your marriage to new 
places.  


