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I. PRAYER 
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Excited to jump into a new sermon 

series called HUMANITY. 
i. Now, we are in the midst of as cultural 

moment where the diversity and the 
division of humanity is on full display.  

• Today, it is very easy to be divided… 
1. On issues of race and justice.  
2. On the proper response to COVID.  
3. On how schools should re-open this fall. 
4. On politics in a contentious election 

year. 
5. And a number of other topics… 

• And the church is no stranger to all sort of 
things, including the ones I just mentioned, 
causing division. 
1. I’ve seen bits and pieces of it in our 

church.  
2. And when it comes to the church in 

general, the division within is so 
apparent to the rest of the world. 

ii. And so, I want to take three weeks as 
we emerge out of quarantine and 
begin to take some baby steps 
towards re-gathering together as a 
church… 

• I want to talk about what it looks like for 
our church to pursue actual unity together 
and to fight division. 
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iii. Because I believe that God is most 
glorified when humanity is unified. 

• But we need to put a definition on unity 
and take a look at how humanity, in all of its 
diversity, can be truly unified in a God-
glorifying way. 

b. Grace Hill will be a church that 
pursues this kind of actual unity.  

i. And as we’ll discover today, actual 
unity is not easy, it requires having the 
mind of Christ and taking on the form 
of a servant.  

• In requires everyone to practice humility 
and empathy, put down their defenses, and 
consider one another as more significant 
than self.  

• It requires going to uncomfortable places 
and giving each other the benefit of the 
doubt.  

ii. And so, to give us a vision of what 
actual unity is and how we pursue it, 
we are going to study two passages 
of Scripture this morning.  

• Genesis 11 – the Tower of Babel 
• Acts 2 – Pentecost 

 

III. GENESIS 11 
a. Context 

• After flood, before Abraham.  
• The descendants of Noah and his sons… 
• We pick up with this small population of 

earth in Genesis 11. 

b. Read Genesis 11:1-9. 
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i. Now, what we have here is a kind of 
unity…but I’m going to refer to this as 
fake unity…and here’s why. 

• In this text, we have a homogenous group 
of people who unify together for one 
purpose…and that purpose is stated in v.4. 
1. “…Let us make a name for ourselves…” 
2. The people in this text have unified 

around the works that they can do 
together. 

• So, I am going to define fake unity as a kind 
of unity that is centered on the works and 
purposes of man as opposed to being 
centered on the glory and the works of 
God.  

ii. We know from the Scriptures that 
humanity was made in the image of 
God.  

• Our creative purpose is to glorify, 
represent, and point to God with our lives.  
1. So, true unity that is glorifying to God is 

a unity centered on God.  
2. And fake unity, is a kind of unity that is 

sinful against God and is centered on 
man.  

iii. So, in our text, what we see is a fake 
unity and God very deliberately puts a 
stop to it.  

• And what’s interesting is what God does to 
stop humanity from unifying around 
themselves and to encourage them to unify 
around Himself….is create diversity. 
1. The method that God uses to stop fake 

unity and encourage true unity…is 
diversity.  
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2. He scatters humanity across the face of 
the earth and he gives them different 
languages. 

iv. Now, let’s jump over to our next 
passage in Acts 2. 

 

IV. ACTS 2 
a. A lot has happened in the Bible 

between Genesis 11 and Acts 2. 
i. God raises up the people of Israel to 

be His covenant people.  
• And God gives them a law.  
• Yet, the purpose of the law was to show us 

that we did not have the strength nor the 
righteousness to be reconciled back to 
God. 

• And that our only hope was to be res used 
by God from our sin.  

ii. So, God send the Messiah, His Son 
Jesus.  

• And Jesus the perfectly righteous life that 
we could not live.  

• And then Jesus offers that life as a sacrifice 
to God upon the cross. 
1. As a way to make atone for the sins of 

humanity.  
• And Jesus was put into the graver and 

three days later, he rose again, defeating 
death.  

iii. And everyone who places their faith 
and trust in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus… 

• Will have their sins washed away because 
Christ paid for them on the cross. 
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• And they will be forever reconciled to God, 
adopted into His family, and guaranteed 
eternal life because Jesus defeated death at 
his resurrection.  

iv. And so now that Jesus has 
accomplished redemption, there is 
now something that all of humanity 
can unite around.  

• Jesus has made a way that all people could 
be made right with God and be united as 
brothers and sisters in God’s family. 

v. All of that has happened in the Bible 
between Genesis 11 and Acts 2.  

• And in Acts 2, we read about Pentecost.  
• This is right after the resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus.  
• And there is a group of the very first 

believers in Christ gathered together in 
Jerusalem.  

vi. See, in Genesis 11, we see God 
descending upon a group of people 
and spreading them out to disrupt 
their fake unity.  

• But in Acts 2, we, again, see God descend 
upon a group of people…and let’s see what 
He does. 

b. Read Acts 2:1-13 
i. So, on the day of Pentecost, there was 

a group of disciples of Jesus who had 
gathered together waiting to receive 
direction from the Lord on this new 
task that had been given to them of 
starting the church.  

• They were unified around their shared faith 
and devotion to Jesus.  

• And God visits them by the Holy Spirit.  
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ii. But this is a different kind of unity 
than we saw at the Tower of Babel.  

• At Babel, mankind had united around their 
own works and purposes.  

• But here in Jerusalem, this group of 
disciples had united around…v.11… 
1.  “…we hear them telling in our own 

tongues the mighty works of God.” 
• The mighty works of God, specifically the 

life, death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus Christ was what this group of people 
united around.  
1. And when God visited them, in order to 

not disrupt their unity but to throw gas 
on their unity…he, for that moment, 
removed the language barrier.  

iii. See, Pentecost is the reversal of Babel 
because at Pentecost the church had 
true unity around the mighty works of 
God and not fake unity around the 
works of man.  

c. But this is what I want you to see… 
i. Although Pentecost is the reversal of 

Babel…Pentecost was not the reversal 
of diversity. 

• God did not erase ethnic identity or culture 
nor did he permanently remove the 
language barrier within the church. 

• God’s creative intention all along was for 
humanity to be diverse because, and we’re 
going to study this more in depth next 
week, the vision that God gives us of His 
Kingdom for eternity is specifically 
described as being diverse… 
1. All nations, tribes, and tongues giving 

glory to God.	 
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ii. See, at Babel, God created diversity 
because diversity will subvert fake 
unity. 

• But at Pentecost, these people found true 
unity around Jesus in light of their diversity. 

d. God is most glorified when 
humanity is unified in light of their 
diversity.  

i. Don’t you see it… 
• Diversity makes it easier to have true unity.  
• Homogeneity makes it easier to have fake 

unity. 
ii. Because when we’re all the same, we 

don’t have to fight for unity, because 
our common ground is us.  

• But when we’re diverse… 
1. When we’re from different cultures… 
2. When we speak different languages… 
3. When we have different life 

experiences… 
4. When we have different upbringings… 

• We have to fight for unity and the only 
place it can be found is in the mighty works 
of God. 

 
V. SO, WHAT DO WE DO? 

i. And so, this morning, I want to give us 
three things that we must all do to 
fight for true unity within our church 
in light of what we just learned.  
 

b. #1 - Set Our Gaze Upon Christ 
i. It’s clear in the text. The kind of unity 

that brings glory to God. The kind of 
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unity that God will throw gas upon is a 
unity around Christ. 

• Unity around any other thing (even if those 
are good things and good causes) is a kind 
of unity that God will eventually disrupt. 

ii. And so, for the church to experience 
true unity together, all of us must set 
our gaze upon Christ.  

• Meaning, all of us both together and 
individually must evaluate if Christ, and Him 
crucified and raised, is of first importance in 
our hearts. 
1. Because if there are other things or 

other causes that takes a higher place of 
importance in our hearts, than we will be 
tempted to seek to find other people 
who value those same things over Christ 
and to unite with them around those 
things.  

2. And what happens is that churches form 
and grow with a homogenous group of 
people who unknowingly value certain 
things or causes over Christ, a fake unity 
is formed, yet the label of the Gospel is 
put on it.   

iii. Now, I know there might be some 
people who say: YES ALLAN! We all 
need to be united on the Gospel and 
nothing else… 

• So, all of these people who keep bringing 
up the topic of race and justice are actually 
dividing us and not unifying us on Jesus. 
1. They are elevating race and justice over 

the Gospel! 
• Well, not so fast…let’s think about this for a 

second. 
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1. Why does the topic of race and justice 
seem to be so controversial in the 
church? 

2. Especially the evangelical church? 
3. I believe because this topic is, often 

times, a threat to the fake unity that 
might exist within a church. 

4. Where the unity in the church, while 
people will say it is Christ, actually is 
around something like a political 
philosophy or particular cultural 
preferences… 

5. And homogeneity allows that fake unity 
to exist unnoticed.  

6. But when diversity is mixed in, just like 
Babel, it subverts the fake unity. 

7. People from different cultures, life 
experiences, and perspectives comes in, 
and they can see that fake unity because 
they are not a part of the homogenous 
core, and they begin to talk about.  

• And so, in a desire to seek true Unity in 
Christ, people bring up issues of race and 
justice because they see how these issues 
are fueling fake unity and excluding certain 
people…even though that church claims 
that they are unified around Christ. 
1. And when people tell minorities to stop 

talking about race and justice and that it 
is divisive. 

2. They’re right. 
3. It’s divisive and disruptive to the fake 

unity in the church.  
iv. And this leads us to the second thing 

we must all do to seek true unity.  
• All of us have to set our gaze upon Christ 

and as we do that, we have to… 
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c. #2 – Embrace Discomfort 
i. It doesn’t take very long after Acts 2 

to begin to read about how this 
diversity within the early church led to 
some uncomfortable encounters. 

• Where fake unity in the church had to be 
disrupted through the voices of a diverse 
congregation.  
1. It’s actually fairly common in the New 

Testament to read about these kinds of 
uncomfortable encounters.  

• And in those moments, the church has a 
choice.  
1. They can value comfort, put up their 

defenses, and not value diverse voices.  
2. Or they can embrace discomfort, take 

on the form of a servant, practice 
humility and empathy, and do the hard 
work of seeking true unity around Jesus.  

ii. Grace Hill, I believe that every single 
one of us has things in our hearts that 
we elevate above Christ. 

• And I believe that one of God’s favorite 
tools to help us to identify those things is 
diversity.  
1. Ethnic, cultural, language, age, gender, 

life experience, economic, upbringing… 
2. Diversity across the board… 
3. Because diversity subverts fake unity.  

• And diversity is uncomfortable because it 
has a way of challenging those things that 
we elevate above Christ. 

• And if God is most glorified when humanity 
is unified…than it is an act of worship to 
embrace diversity and allow it to unearth 
the idols in our heart. 
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iii. So, we must embrace discomfort.  
• We must allow many of our long-held 

thoughts about church to be challenged.  
• We must humbly lay down our first 

response of defense.  
• We must learn to listen before we speak. 
• We must deal with the log in our own eye 

before we deal with the speck in our 
neighbor’s eye. 

• We must not have a view of ourselves 
where we think we’re always right… 

• We must not allow ourselves to make 
assumptions about one another. 

• We must have the hard, face to face, 
conversations with one another. 

iv. And, this is #3…we must… 
 

d. #3 – Fight 
i. We have to fight for true unity within 

the body of Christ.  
• You know, just the other day we had two 

families within the church that got into 
some conflict.  
1. Both sides were hurt. Both sides were 

emotional. Both sides were confused.  
2. The temptation was to shutdown 

conversation.  
3. To make assumptions about the other.  
4. To be defensive. 
5. To let bitterness and division win the 

day.  
6. To lose hope in the relationship.  

• But that’s not what they did.  
1. They fought for unity.  
2. They had the hard conversation.  
3. They shed tears.  
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4. They apologized. Forgave. Listened. 
5. And found true unity in Christ instead of 

drawing battle lines and seeking fake 
unity elsewhere.  

ii. You have to fight for true unity. 
• And this is what we’re going to do as a 

church.  
1. While we are in this cultural moment 

where our society is talking about race 
and justice…we’re going to embrace it. 

2. Because this is a topic where we could 
all learn more, grow, and listen to one 
another.  

3. This is a place where we need to fight 
for true unity.  

• And so, not starting this week but next 
week, we are going to begin a SIX WEEK 
SUMMER SMALL GROUP SESSION where 
we are all going to embrace this 
conversation.  
1. We are dividing everyone up in 10-

person or less small groups (both in-
person and virtual based on your 
preference)… 

2. And we are going to work through a 
video-based curriculum called 
UNDIVIDED which specifically addresses 
racial reconciliation within the church.  

• These small groups will last from the week 
of July 5 to the week of August 9. 
1. If you are already in a CG, you’ll be 

hearing from your leader about getting 
assigned to a Small Group and other 
details. 
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2. If you are not in a CG or if you have not 
heard from your leader and you want to 
be assigned to a group, go to 
gracehillchurch.com/groups and sign-
up. 

3. As I said, we’ll have BOTH in-person and 
virtual groups. 

iii. Grace Hill, the temptation is to take a 
hard topic like this and do the more 
comfortable thing of not talking about 
it and let the cultural moment pass. 

• But we’re not going to do that here.  
1. We’re going to fight for true unity. 
2. We’re going to have the hard 

conversation.  
3. We’re going to be humble and listen.  
4. We’re going to allow our diversity to 

challenge the other things we might be 
tempted to unite around.  

iv. So, I am asking as your pastor, please 
jump into one of these groups. 
Prioritize it. Engage in good, healthy, 
uncomfortable conversation.  

• And let’s fight for true unity.  
 

VI. PRAYER 


