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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. We as a nation and a culture are in 
a crisis. 

i. Now, I am not talking about COVID-19. 
• That is obviously a major crisis and we’ll 

talk about that in just a few moments.  
ii. But, we have been dealing with a crisis 

well before COVID-19 
• As a culture, we have been and are still are 

neck deep in a relational crisis.  
• A crisis where our relationships with people 

have gotten too fragile, they are easily 
broken, and seldom are fully restored.  

iii. Let’s think about this for a bit… 
• We are in an age where political rhetoric is 

so inflammatory, so binary, that when two 
people disagree with one another over 
some issue, we have been conditioned into 
believing that the person who disagrees 
with you has flawed character. 
1. And, therefore, a trusting relationship is 

not possible unless you agree on most 
things. 

• We have new technologies now that allow 
us to broadcast our opinions and to 
character assassinate others publicly 
without immediate face-to-face relational 
consequences.  
1. Which either emboldens us or it causes 

us to be fearful to be on the receiving 
end of that kind of public ridicule.  

2. It’s what drives most political decisions 
today. How to avoid social media 
ridicule. 
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• We now have this portal where we observe 
pictures and videos of the lifestyles of 
others and also try and curate a public 
image of our own… 
1. Constantly comparing ourselves to 

others, constantly trying to impress, 
constantly fearing what others might 
think of us.  

iv. The relational crisis we are in is that 
we are losing our ability to have face-
to-face friendship with others free 
from the need to agree, free from the 
need to impress, free from 
comparison. 

• True friendship that is not anchored in 
sameness but is anchored in our common 
humanity. 

v. And I believe that the reason this is a 
crisis is because it has gotten to a 
level where we are losing our ability to 
restore damaged relationships.  

• We don’t know how to restore a 
relationship where someone has gotten 
hurt or someone got angry.  

• We don’t know how to initiate relationships 
because we constantly feel inferior to 
others…and we don’t know how to get over 
that feeling.  

• And there are many people we’re not open 
to being in relationship with because we 
feel superior to them.  

vi. It is a relational crisis. 
• And it is a crisis that robs everyone of their 

joy and peace because God designed us to 
be relational beings.  
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• To have many close, trusting friends to 
enjoy life with. 

• Yet, many of us feel alone in this culture 
even though we’re surrounded by people… 

b. But take this relational crisis that 
we have been in for a long time 
and now put COVID-19 and the 
need to socially distance ourselves 
on top of it.  

i. I don’t know about you, but even as 
someone who is more introverted 
than extroverted, not being able to 
spend time with other people is 
getting hard.   

• I can see it in my kids who miss their friends 
and just want to be able to go play with 
them outside while the weather is getting 
warmer.  

• I miss having our table full of food and 
people. 
1. I think I am realizing just how often my 

family has people over and we’re 
enjoying a meal together.  

ii. And I keep hearing other people 
saying similar things… 

• That this quarantine we’re experiencing is 
helping us to realize how much we need 
human interaction, human presence, 
friendship with others.  

• And that loneliness and being away from 
other people is not good for us. 

iii. And so, social distancing on top of our 
already existing relationship crisis, I 
believe, is intensifying feelings of 
loneliness and anxiety.  
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c. I want you to consider something 
with me this morning. Think about 
this… 

i. The feeling of loneliness and broken 
relationship, I think, is a taste of what 
death feels like. 

ii. Think about it…what scares us most 
about death? 

• It’s the permanency of it, right? It’s the 
finality of it. It means the end of our 
relationships here.  

• Death seems like the loneliest, isolating, 
permanent thing we know of.  
1. Because when we experience the death 

of a loved one, their presence is now 
permanently gone…not with anyone 

2. And the idea of permanent absence is 
haunting to us. 

3. The idea of permanent loneliness is a 
suffocating thought. 

• And right now in our culture, and especially 
during this pandemic, the relational 
distance and the need to have to do all of 
this via screens and zoom calls is gnawing 
at our souls.  
1. It’s not the way it ought to be.  

iii. And so, if loneliness and broken 
relationship feels like death…than 
healthy relationship and joyful 
community is what true life feels like. 
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II. THE RESURRECTION 
a. And this Easter, what I want all of 

us to be clear on is that it is only 
through the resurrection of Jesus 
that our relationship with God and 
our relationships with other people 
can be fully restored. 

i. It’s only through the resurrection 
where we can experience true healthy 
relationship and joyful community. 

ii. And here is why… 
• Because the resurrection of Jesus changes 

your identity. 
1. It changes who you are and the way you 

see yourself. 
• And this relational crisis that we are in is 

really an identity crisis.  
1. We don’t like the person that we are.  
2. We are trying to change that person and 

to change that identity. 
3. And nothing causes us to feel that 

insecurity like relationships with others.  
• And so when we feel inferior to other 

people, when we fear what they think about 
us, our avoidance of them and our 
awkwardness around them are all a 
response of how we see ourselves.  
1. It’s an identity crisis.  

• When we feel superior to others and 
avoid/scoff at them. 
1. It’s an identity crisis.  
2. We’re trying to maintain a certain image. 

• When we don’t know how to recover from 
a conflict with someone.  
1. It’s usually because we don’t know how 

to face the other person in our own skin. 
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2. It’s an identity crisis. 
• And when we reject God and reject the 

truth that He is our creator and we were 
made for Him… 
1. It’s an identity crisis. 
2. We’re trying to pretend that we’re 

someone that we’re not.  
iii. And the resurrection of Jesus has 

everything to do with how God 
secures and establishes your identity. 

b. You know, in several different 
places in the New Testament, when 
it talks about the death and 
resurrection of Jesus…it says things 
like… 

i. When Jesus died on the cross, you 
died on the cross. When Jesus rose 
again from the dead, you rose again 
from the dead.  

• Galatians 2:20 
• Romans 6:6a, 8 – “6 We know that our old 

self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to 
nothing…8 Now if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him.” 

• Colossians 3:3-4 – “3 For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.” 

ii. See, when you place your faith and 
trust in Jesus, what happens is that 
God unites you and Jesus together.  

• And so, His death on the cross paid the 
penalty for all of your sin.  
1. It’s like your old self before you trusted 

in Jesus was crucified along with Jesus.  



 7 

 
• And if your old self was crucified with 

Christ, you also have been raised from the 
dead along with Christ as well to a new self, 
a new identity. 
1. And this happens when you trust in 

Christ.  
2. God unites you with the death of 

Christ…and your sins are paid for. 
3. God unites you with the resurrection of 

Jesus and gives you a new life with a 
new identity.  

4. A new life that is no no longer subject to 
death and judgement. A new life that is 
eternal.  

iii. And the most important thing about 
this new identity that you receive 
when you place your faith in Jesus is 
that you now have a different 
relationship with God.  

• A restored relationship with God. 
1. One where God uses the language of 

adoption and he brings you into His 
family and calls you His child and 
promises to never let you go again.  

• And this is possible because Jesus cleansed 
you of all your sin at His death and He gave 
you new life in God’s family at His 
resurrection.  
1. You were buried with Christ in your sin 

and raised with Christ perfectly clean, 
reconciled to God, with a new identity. 

• Like Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, if there is 
no resurrection, then our faith is futile.  
1. The death of Jesus pays the price for 

our sin and his resurrection allows us to 
now live as a child of God.  
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iv. And there is not a better title and 
label of honor that you could give any 
human being. 

• You are the beloved child of Almighty God 
and He has promised to never let you go. 

v. Friends, a forever restored 
relationship with God is available if 
you trust in Jesus.  

• If you pray to Him, confess your sin and 
need for the cross, and your desire to live a 
new life, united to Jesus, following Him.  

c. But the resurrection doesn’t just 
restore our relationship to God, it 
also is able to restore our 
relationships with one another. 

i. Because we said that the resurrection 
secures and establishes your identity 
in Christ. 

• And when your identity is secure, you are 
not seeking to use other people as a cure to 
your insecurity.  

ii. Can we all, including myself, all just 
collectively take a deep breath and 
admit that we need that.  

• To find our security in Christ and no longer 
feel this need to look to other people to be 
what cures our insecurity.  

• Because this is what primarily breaks 
relationships… 
1. The fear, the anger, the feelings of 

inferiority and superiority that comes 
when we’re looking to others to be what 
soothes the wound of our insecurity. 
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iii. And so I want to take you to an 
example in Scripture of how the 
resurrection of Christ changes 
relationships.  

• Turn in your Bibles to Philemon (after Titus, 
before Hebrews). 
 

III. PHILEMON 
a. Now, let me set the scene for you 

before we read… 
i. The Apostle Paul is writing a letter to 

this guy named Philemon. 
• Philemon was a wealthy man who had 

become a Christian in the city of Colossae.  
• And Philemon began to open His home for 

church gatherings.  
1. House churches back then. 

• But another thing you need to know about 
Philemon is that he was a slave-owner.  
1. Slavery was very common in the ancient 

Roman empire and it was just as evil as 
we know it today. 

2. See, God doesn’t wait for you to clean 
yourself up before he will forgive you 
and bring you into His family.  

3. But he is going to begin to establish this 
new identity in your heart and change 
your life… 

ii. So, Philemon owned a certain slave 
named Onesimus.  

• And Onesimus presumably fled from 
Philemon to the city of Rome (where the 
Apostle Paul was in prison) and probably 
also stole money from Philemon.  

• But at some point, Onesimus came into 
contact with the Apostle Paul.  
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• And Paul shared the gospel with 
Onesimus…and Onesimus have His life to 
Christ, received a new identity, and God 
began to work in His own heart.  

iii. So, here is the scene, you have a 
recent convert slave owner and a 
recent convert slave…with new 
identities… 

• Read Philemon 10-17. 

b. So, Onesimus hears the Gospel, 
gives His life to Jesus, and receives 
a new identity.  

i. He is a beloved child of God.  
• And as a part of this new identity, God 

works in His heart to come to a place where 
He is willing to go back to His slave-owner 
and return what He stole…even though His 
slave-owner is involved in an unjust 
industry and practice. 

ii. But, this is also because Philemon has 
also heard the Gospel, gave His life to 
Jesus, and received a new identity.  

• He is a beloved child of God.  
• And as a part of his new identity, we’ll 

presume that he does what Paul asks, God 
works in His heart to come to a place where 
not only will He receive Onesimus back, but 
he’ll emancipate Him and receive Him back 
as a beloved brother.  

iii. Onesimus, a beloved child of God. 
Philemon, a beloved child of God. 
Which makes them beloved brothers 
in Christ…both united to Christ…both 
have received new life. 

• Their relationship with God restored. Their 
relationship with one another restored.  
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c. See, Philemon was angry, because 
Onesimus stole from him. 

i. And he probably also felt superior 
because he was a wealthy slave-
owner.  

• He was the guy that got to tell people what 
to do.  

ii. And yet he received this new identity 
and it calmed his anger toward 
Onesimus and it brought down his 
feelings of superiority. 

• Where he is willing to see himself on the 
same level as his former slave.  

d. And Onesiumus…probably felt 
justified in stealing form his 
slaveowner… 

i. And also, probably felt inferior 
because he was the lowly slave who 
got ordered around.  

ii. And yet he received this new identity 
which convicted him of his sin, no 
matter the circumstances, and 
stabilized his feeling of inferiority. 

• Knowing that He is a beloved child of God 
no matter how other people treat him.  

e. See, we said that when you receive 
this new identity from Christ, you 
receive the most honorable title a 
human being could have…child of 
God.  

i. Yet, what marks the children of God is 
that they live their life like Jesus lived 
His life.  

• Using His status as the Son of God to serve 
and give His life for other people. 
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ii. And we see Philemon, a child of God, 
now willing to lower himself and serve 
His brother Onesimius.  

• And we see Onesimus , a child of God, also 
willing to lower Himself to return and 
forgive His former slave-owner.  
 

IV. APPLICATION 
a. A lofty identity…no greater title 

that we could ever receive in this 
life…and we use that to love and 
serve others. 

i. This is how the resurrection of Jesus 
restores our relationships.  

• He secures our identity. 
1. He gives us value and worth. 
2. The Son of God died for us. 
3. He loves us.  
4. We are his beloved child. 
5. Not superior to anyone. Not inferior to 

anyone.  
• And now we are set free to not use our 

relationships to secure our identity… 
1. But out of our identity in Christ, love, 

pursue, and reconcile with others.  

b. And so, this Easter, if you are in 
conflict with someone.  

i. And your hurt, your angry, it’s like the 
feeling of death.  

• And you so desperately want the 
relationship to be restored, yet you don’t 
know the path to that… 
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ii. What I can tell you is that what will 
not bring healing to that relationship 
is you trying to get the other person 
to affirm your identity as the one in 
the right. 

• What will not bring healing is anger and 
bitterness.  

iii. What will bring healing is trusting in 
the power of the resurrection of 
Christ. 

• Finding your identity in Christ as a child of 
God… 

• And from that place of security, to lower 
yourself to the other person, to forgive and 
to extend grace. 

• Just like God has done for you in Christ.  
iv. Let us not forget that it was while we 

were still sinners, that Christ was 
nailed to a cross for us. 

• This Easter, what would it look like for you 
to let go of the anger and to celebrate the 
resurrection by casting your life upon it and 
going and reconciling with that person? 

c. This Easter, if you are dealing with 
constant anxiety and feeling 
inferior to others. 

i. Listen, I don’t know if you trust in 
Jesus or not but I do know this…that 
God wants you. 

• He wants you to be His beloved child.  
ii. And your life can take a dramatic shift 

when you begin to trust in the power 
of the resurrection. 

• Because instead of looking to others to 
affirm your value, you can now look to God.  
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• And your relationship with other people 
doesn’t have to be a constant source of 
anxiety and fear for you. 

• But out of your new life in Jesus, you can 
now take on a posture of serving others 
instead of trying to receive from others.  

iii. You have something to offer. You are 
invaluable to God’s family.  

• Trust in what the resurrection as 
accomplished for you and begin to serve 
others confidently.  

d. This Easter, maybe God is 
convicting your heart in how much 
you see yourself as superior to 
others.  

i. Superior in your wealth. Superior in 
your work ethic or skills. Superior in 
your Christian faith.  

• There is no honor that this world can offer 
that is greater than child of God.  
1. And there is nothing more 

commendable than using the gifts and 
privileges that God has given you to 
serve and prop up others.  

• It was humbling, I’m sure, for Philemon to 
emancipate Onesimus. 
1. And it should have been.  

ii. But I also believe, that after Philemon 
did that, he never felt more joy and 
freedom.  

• Whatever this world offers that makes you 
feel superior, I promise, it is hold back your 
joy.  

iii. This Easter, trust in the power of the 
resurrection. 
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• And begin to use what God has given you 
to love and serve others.  

• Because God’s children follow the way of 
Jesus.  
1. The one who has been given the name 

that is above very name.  
2. The one who laid his life down for us.  

 

V. CONCLUSION 
a. So, where are you at this morning? 

Do you trust in the power of the 
resurrection? 

i. If you are not a Christian and you’re 
just now starting to explore who Jesus 
is.  

• We would love to help you on that journey.  
1. Reach out to us. 
2. Gracehillchurch.com 

ii. If you are a follower of Jesus, a 
beloved child of God… 

• My prayer for you is that today you would 
find rest from the busyness of your soul 
and that you trust in the identity that God 
has given you.  

iii. Jesus is risen.  
• And that means that you are a beloved 

child of God.  
• And He will never let you go.  
• I pray that today, that gives you joy and 

rest.  
 

VI. PRAY 


