
 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Outcast, a Cripple, and a 
Crook 

Luke, Pt. 15 
Luke 5:12-32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allan McCullough 
Grace Hill Church 
March 15, 2020 



 1 

I. PRAYER 

For this brief pause, for this reminder of our own weakness and of our 
dependence upon you, we thank you, O Lord.  

Days such as these, in which many endure 
a measure of sickness or unease, 
is a reminder that the redemption of all things is not yet complete. It is 
a reminder that this body will decline and one day fail, and so it is also a 
reminder that the ways 
I spend my days matter—for my hours, revealed like veins of gold 
beneath a rushing stream, are a limited resource to be purposefully 
mined or forever lost.  

Days such as these are a reminder that good health and vigor are gifts to 
be consciously and gratefully enjoyed, and to be invested while they 
might, in eternal things. So let us finish these days, O Lord, wiser than 
we began it.  

Let us live now, in light of the knowledge that a time might come in 
this life 
when we feel such sickness and discomfort for a long season, when we 
must adjust to a “new normal,” when our abilities are limited either by 
the slow decline of age or from some accident, injury, or disease.  

Therefore let us use the good health that some of us have while we have 
it, presuming nothing. 
Let us use it to serve well, to love well, 
to care for your people, your creation, 
to spend our allotted days cherishing hearts, creating beauty, bringing 
order, offering healing, delighting in your goodness manifest to us in a 
million ways, and so to one day come to the end of our days having 
stewarded them well.  

• May we who are merely inconvenienced 
remember those whose lives are at stake. 
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• May we who have no risk factors remember 
those most vulnerable.  

• May we who have the luxury of working 
from homer remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health or 
making their rent.  

• May we who have the flexibility to care for 
our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options.  

• May we who have to cancel our trips 
remember those who have no safe place to 
go.  

• May we who are losing our margin money 
in the tumult of the economic market 
remember those who have no margin at all. 

• May we who settle in for a quarantine at 
home remember those who have no home.  

• As fear grips our country, let us choose love 
during this time when we cannot physically 
wrap our arms around each other, let us yet 
find ways to be the loving embrace of God 
to our neighbor. 

Heal those who are suffering from this sickness, O Christ Our Healer. 
Be gracious. 
Give rest.  

Raise them again to health with a heightened sense of thankfulness for 
the unmerited gift 
of well-being, and also with a greater sense of compassion for those who 
suffer lingering ailment, disease, or discomfort. Teach us by our own 
small sufferings to be a better minister and friend to those who suffer 
greatly.  

So let even the unease we feel today work as your servant, 
accomplishing your better purposes in us. Amen.  
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II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Last week, I had the privilege of 

taking a group of people from 
Grace Hill Church to the Dominican 
Republic to serve a ministry that 
we support called the Hispaniola 
Institute of Theology.  
• It was a fantastic trip and we will share 

more about it on another day.  
i. But, over the last ten years, I’ve been 

able to travel to both Haiti and the DR 
(they share the same island) over a 
dozen times. 

• And one of the things that always strikes 
me when I travel down there is how 
marginalized Haitians are in the DR.  

• The immigration relationship between Haiti 
and the DR is similar to the relationship that 
the US has with Mexico. 
1. The DR is a more developed country 

with more economic opportunities, 
therefore many Haitians try and get to 
the DR (legally and illegally) in order to 
try and make a better live for themselves 
and their families.  

2. And because of this, Haitians are a 
marginalized, impoverished, and in many 
ways an unwelcome population in the 
DR. 

3. Now, not all Dominicans feel this way 
about Haitians but this is largely the 
experience of most Haitians in the DR 
because it is a systemic marginalization.  
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• I have seen a Haitian friend of mine have a 
gun pointed at him by the police because 
His skin was dark while they demanded to 
see his papers.  
1. He had proof of his Dominican residency 

on him so the police couldn’t do 
anything.  

2. But if they find a Haitian who does not 
have their papers on them (even if they 
are legally in the country), they will 
arrest them and drive them to the 
border on the spot. 

3. Therefore, most Haitians always have 
their passports and papers on them at all 
times.  

b. Have you ever felt unwelcome, 
unwanted, unworthy by a group of 
people? 

i. That there was something wrong with 
you…with your very identity…and 
therefore there was really nothing you 
could do to be accepted? 

• Maybe you have felt this way because of 
the color of your skin or your ethnic 
heritage. 
1. That some people looked at you a 

certain way or didn’t trust you just 
because of the way God created the 
shade of your skin.  

• Maybe you have felt that in your family. 
1. That you were never good enough… 
2. Or maybe you just felt unseen… 
3. And you have lived your life seeing 

yourself as not important enough to be 
seen by others… 
 



 5 

• Maybe you felt that in a church… 
1. That you weren’t good enough for 

church… 
2. That you have too much baggage… 
3. You don’t know all the answers… 
4. That if people at church really knew 

what you were like, they could quickly 
show you the door… 

• Maybe you’re carrying a lot of guilt from 
things you’ve done or were a part of and 
you are really ashamed.  
1. And you walk around with this belief 

that if people really knew the truth, they 
would walk away from you.  

ii. My guess is that at some point in your 
life, you have felt unwelcome and 
unworthy by people that matter in 
your life and it still hurts… 

• Because there is nothing you can do to 
change yourself or your past… 

• And you’ve just learned to stuff it. 
c. If that is a wound that you still have 

and you’ve just learned to ignore it, 
what I would like to do this 
morning is take the band-aid off 
that wound and, with God’s help, 
start the healing process.  

i. I remember a long time ago, I sat with 
a friend of mine who is a pastor as 
well… 

• A friend that I look up to a lot and have 
learned so much from… 
1. This is a very gifted and a very confident 

pastor. 
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• And in the midst of our conversation 
together, he shared with me some wounds 
of some things that happened in his past 
that he hasn’t really shared with anyone 
before.  
1. Ways in which he had been abandoned 

by those closest to him and things that 
he was a part of years before that was 
like a chain of guilt around his neck.  

2. Everywhere he went, it was like there 
this little voice in the back of his soul 
saying to him, if people really knew the 
truth, they would walk away from you 
just like your dad did.  

• And this was a guy who had the kind of 
swagger and confidence where you would 
never ever guess that he was walking 
around with such wounds and baggage.  

ii. I think we all have it in some shape or 
form. 

• What is it for you? 
1. Because it matters 

• And this morning as we read from the 
Gospel of Luke, that those wounds find 
their true healing only in Jesus. 

 

III. LUKE 5:12-32 
a. Our church has been studying the 

Gospel of Luke for the last few 
months. 

i. And we last left off in chapter five 
where Jesus is just beginning His 
ministry and He called His first 
disciples to follow Him.  

• So, we read about how Peter, James, and 
John becoming disciples of Jesus. 
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ii. And if you’ve have not been tracking 
with us through Luke, that’s okay, 
here’s what you need to now so far.  

• God made a promise to His people in the 
Old Testament, that would be Israel, that He 
would send a Messiah, a true King, and this 
true King would establish God’s Kingdom 
on earth.  
1. So, in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus has 

come on the scene and he is going 
around to the Synagogues and He is 
announcing that the Kingdom of God is 
coming and that He is the Messiah. 

2. And now he has some disciples 
following Him and what He is going to 
start to do in the Gospel of Luke is show 
us what this Kingdom will be like.  

3. In other words, Jesus is going to show 
us what it’s like to be a part of God’s 
family. 

4. And as we’ll see in the text this morning, 
a lot of the religious elites in Israel didn’t 
really like what Jesus did or said.  

iii. So, let’s dig into the text this morning.  
• V.11 – Context. 
• Three episodes of what the Kingdom of 

God is like.  

b. Episode #1 – Read v.12-16. 
i. The law in the Old Testament declared 

that lepers were unclean, and they had 
to be quarantined outside of the camp 
or the city away from all of the people.  

• So, this is obviously something that we are 
all getting just a little bit of experience with. 
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1. The reason we are not together this 
morning but meeting online is because 
we can’t be near each other so we don’t 
spread this virus that is going around! 

• But for these lepers, this was not a disease 
that cleared up quickly or easily.  
1. So, there life was spent on the margins 

of their city, as an outcast, declared 
unclean, unable to participate in worship 
or in society, unwelcome.  

2. In fact, if anyone came into contact with 
a leper, that person would also become 
unclean and would need to be 
quarantined on the outskirts of the city.  

3. And if the leper were to finally get over 
the disease, there was a process they 
had to go through for a priest to declare 
them clean again so they could be 
welcomed back to worship and society.  

ii. So, Jesus calls Peter, James, and John 
to follow Him…so He can show them 
what the Kingdom of God is like… 

• And the first thing he does is he says: come 
with me to the margins of the city where 
the outcasts live. 
1. And I am sure that made Peter, James, 

and John uncomfortable.  
2. Because they were used to a kind of 

religious life where you would never put 
your own cleanliness at risk by going 
near those who were unclean.  

3. But this Kingdom is different.  
• And not only does Jesus seek out this leper 

he goes over to the leper and he touches 
him and declares him clean.  
1. See, in the Old Testament, if you 

touched a leper, you became unclean.  
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2. But here, Jesus touches the leper and 
makes the leper clean! 

iii. There is something fundamentally 
different about this Kingdom that 
Jesus is talking about.  

• Because beforehand, religious life was all 
about if you were clean enough, moral 
enough, memorized enough scripture, 
performed all the rituals, and did everything 
you needed to do according to the law.  
1. If you wanted to be a part of God’s 

people, you had to have your act 
together you couldn’t mess up, and you 
couldn’t get sick or you might find 
yourself on the outside and not the 
inside.  

• But Jesus says that the Kingdom of God is 
the opposite of that.  
1. It’s a place where God Himself heads to 

the margins, touches the unclean, and 
welcomes the outcast. 

• So, hang on to that picture… 

c. Episode #2 – Read v.17-26 
i. So, Peter, James and John are now 

watching Jesus teach in a house that 
is packed with people.  

• And some people had a friend who was 
paralyzed and they were determined to get 
him to Jesus. 
1. And because it was so crowded, they 

ripped a hole in the roof and lowered the 
man down in front of Jesus. 

• And when Jesus sees this man and he sees 
the faith of his friends who took extreme 
measures to get this man in front of Jesus.  
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1. Jesus decides to do something for this 
man that this man has zero ability to do 
for himself.  

ii. He forgives this man of his sins.  
• Now, that’s a phrase that may have lost 

some significance for us.  
1. We’re used to hearing the phrase: your 

sins are forgiven.  
• But Jesus just declared that this man had 

now been absolved, justified, acquitted, 
pardoned of every sin he had ever 
committed.  
1. Every instance of breaking the law.  
2. Every impure thought he’d ever had. 

• We don’t know who this guy is or the 
reputation he had. 
1. And yet, Jesus says that his sins are 

forgiven and that he is now at peace 
with God…no longer at odds with God. 

• This was not something this man could do 
for himself, but Jesus does it for him.  

iii. And the religious elites lost their 
minds when Jesus said this. 

• What mere man can speak for God like 
this? 
1. This is blasphemy.  

• And I bet Peter, James, and John are 
starting to get a bit uneasy about following 
Jesus.  

iv. And so, Jesus, then does this… 
• He says: Okay, to prove to you that I am 

God and I have the authority to forgive sins, 
I am going to give you an illustration.  
1. This man was spiritually crippled. At 

odds with God. Unable to make Himself 
right. 
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2. And I have spiritually healed him by 
forgiving his sins.  

3. This man is physically handicapped. 
Unable to walk and unable to fix his legs.  

4. And in the same way that I can heal his 
soul I can also heal his body.  

• And he told the man to stand up and walk 
home…and the guy stands up and walks 
home. 

v. What’s the point? Jesus is able to do 
for people what they cannot do for 
themselves, namely forgive their sins 
and make them right with God.  

• So, here is the picture of the Kingdom.  
1. We have a God who comes to the 

unclean and touches them.  
2. And this God is able to do for them what 

they cannot do for themselves, forgive 
their sins.  

d. Episode #3 – Read v.27-32. 
i. This episode may have been the 

hardest one for Peter, James, and 
John to participate in. 

• Feasting with a large company of tax 
collectors and calling Levi (also known as 
Matthew) to become a disciple and start 
following Jesus around too.  

ii. Let me give you a bit of context… 
• This is taking place in Galilee in the first 

century…when Israel was under the 
occupation of Rome.  

• And the emperor of Rome charged a tax to 
the people of Israel and they employed tax 
collectors to collect that tax.  
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• And these tax collectors were especially 
despised by the people for two main 
reasons: 
1. They extorted the people. They charged 

more tax than was required by Rome so 
they could pocket the extra and they 
had the authority to force people to pay. 
So, they used their Roman authority to 
extort people.  

2. Even worse, these tax collectors were 
Jews who had decided to go to work for 
Rome.  

3. So, they were viewed as traitors who 
had sold out to Rome and also began 
extorting their own people! 

iii. So, imagine Peter, James, and John 
following Jesus, and Jesus points out 
Levi, a man that is hated by the 
people and a man who had extorted 
the people… 

• And Jesus says, that guy is my next 
disciple. 

• What?!? 
1. Levi! That dude is bad news! 
2. We don’t want Levi coming around with 

us.  
3. We don’t want to be associated with 

Levi.  
4. He is the last person, Jesus, who is going 

to follow you.  
5. He’s too messed up. Too far gone.  

• And yet Jesus calls Levi and ends us going 
to Levi’s house for a feast with a bunch of 
other tax collectors.  
1. And again, the religious elite lost their 

minds because Jesus was dining at a 
table with these unclean sinners. 
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iv. So, here is the picture of the Kingdom 
of God that Peter, James, and John 
get: 

• We have a God who will come to the 
margins and make people clean.  

• He will do for them what they cannot do for 
themselves, forgive their sins.  

• And he will enter into relationship with 
anyone, it does not matter their reputation, 
the labels that people have slapped on 
them, or how badly they have sinned.  

v. This Kingdom is not something of this 
world.  

• It’s a place where those who have been 
marginalized or centralized.  

• It’s a place where God heals our hearts 
instead of us having to try and navigate a 
law to follow.  

• It’s a place where God will dine at the table 
with anyone who will follow Him.  
 

IV. THIS IS FOR US TOO 
a. And as we have followed Jesus in 

the text alongside of Peter, James, 
and John, what we discover is that 
all of these encounters describe 
what Jesus will do for us. 

i. Maybe there is something about your 
life that makes you feel like you are 
not welcome in the church or to have 
a relationship with God.  

• Maybe someone important in your life 
made you feel that way. A parent, a pastor, 
or someone else.  
1. That you were essentially unclean.  
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2. Too far gone, too messed up, too much 
baggage for you to find any hope in 
God. 

• Maybe there are some things in your past 
that you are holding onto that serve as a 
constant reminder that you don’t belong. 
1. And you want to cry out to God but 

you’ve told yourself he’s not listening 
because you’re on the outside. 

• Maybe you’ve been taught a version of 
religion that says that there are all these 
things that you have to do to get yourself 
clean so that you have some credibility to 
pray to God or even believe in God… 
1. All these bad habits to get over.  
2. All these good habits to adopt.  
3. And that just seems like a mountain that 

is impossible to climb. 
ii. But the Kingdom of God does not 

operate on these terms.  
• It is not a Kingdom that rewards those who 

perform the best. 
• It is a Kingdom where God heals and 

transforms anyone who follows Him. 
• It’s not a Kingdom of work, it’s a kingdom 

of rest. 

b. And this is what Jesus will do for 
you or has done for you if you 
follow Him. 

i. Every single one of us, spiritually 
speaking, has been or is now like this 
leper.  

• We find ourselves unclean in our sin and on 
the outside of God’s Kingdom.  

• And Jesus is not waiting for you to get your 
act together or clean yourself up.  
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• Jesus has come to the outside. He has 
come to us. And he is waiting for you, if you 
have done so already, to fall before Him like 
the leper did and ask Him to make you 
clean. 

ii. He is willing and able to do for you 
what you cannot do for yourself.  

• Forgive your sins and make you right with 
God.  

• And he does this by going to the cross in 
our place, dying the death that we deserve 
for our sin, and giving us eternal life. 

• No one else can do this but Jesus because 
He was God incarnate. 

iii. There is no one that is too messed up 
to follow Jesus.  

• There is nothing in your past that cannot be 
redeemed and forgiven.  

• There is nothing that you can do to 
permanently disqualify you from the grace 
of God.  

iv. If you follow Jesus, if you trust Him to 
make you clean, if you believe that 
only he has the ability to heal your 
soul, he will feast with you just like he 
did Levi. 

• And you will become an important, 
indispensable, beloved part of the church. 

• Because Jesus has transformed your 
identity and welcomed you into His 
Kingdom.  

c. Have you trusted in Jesus. Fallen 
before Him and asked Him to make 
you clean? 

i. If you do that right now, God will not 
reject you.  



 16 

ii. Maybe you’ve been a Christian for a 
long time but there are things that you 
have not allowed God to heal…wound 
that you have not allowed God to deal 
with because you have stuffed them 
so deep.  

• If you give those things to God right now, 
He will not reject you.  

• You will still have a place at his table.  
 

V. LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR AND ONE 
ANOTHER.  
a. And church, specifically Grace Hill 

Church, one of the things that God 
has called us to do is to love 
people in the same way that Jesus 
loved people in our text this 
morning.  

i. The most effective and powerful way 
that we can point people to Jesus I by 
loving people the way Jesus loved 
people.  

• Loving our brothers and sisters in the 
church in this way.  

• And loving our neighbors this way.  
b. And I actually thing that this 

current situation we’re facing with 
the Coronavirus Outbreak is a 
unique opportunity to practice this 
together as the church.  

i. The reality is, that we are not going to 
be able to gather together at Herndon 
Middle School (our normal gathering 
spot) until after Easter! 
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• FCPS has closed the buildings until April 13. 
• So, we will probably be live-streaming until 

then and we still hope to do Easter on the 
Green on the Herndon Town Green as long 
as it is safe to gather.  

ii. But during this time, the temptation is 
going to be to disengage but I think 
that God is giving us an opportunity 
to engage more in a different way. 

• We are not going to be able to engage in 
our normal church programming and 
events. 

• But maybe a silver-lining here is that God is 
giving us the space to engage in a more 
personal, self-sacrificing type of way.  

• To engage like Jesus did… 
1. By reaching out to those in the margins.  

• Or to engage like the friends of the 
paralytic did… 
1. Going above and beyond to provide for 

people’s needs.  

c. Therefore, I am going to issue our 
church a challenge for this week. 

i. As most of us are going to be 
confined to our homes, our kids not in 
school, many people tele-working, not 
able to gather together in church… 

ii. I want to give you what I am calling 
the 5+5 challenge. Here it is… 

• Reach out to five neighbors of yours.  
1. Text them. Call them. Knock on their 

door if you’re not sick.  
2. And just ask them if they need anything, 

Ask how you can pray for them. Ask if 
you can serve them in anyway.  
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3. Reach out in such a way that the world 
finds to be odd.  

4. Just like Jesus did… 
5. Don’t waste this moment in front of 

Netflix…but use this moment to love 
your neighbors like Jesus did.  

6. 5 people.  
• And then I also want you to reach out to 

five people who also attend Grace Hill 
Church. 
1. Five people in your church family.  
2. Ask them how you can pray for them. 

Ask if they need anything. Ask how 
they’re doing.  

3. Engage with the church personally 
because over the next month we can’t 
do it programmatically.  

4. Let’s love one another during this time 
when we can’t be together and let’s 
make sure no one falls through the 
cracks.  

iii. 5+5 
• Five neighbors and five church family 

members.  
• Let’s not waste this moment. 
• It is an opportunity to love people the way 

Jesus loved people.  

d. Church, I think God has given us an 
opportunity to put His Kingdom on 
display during these days.  
 

VI. PRAY  


