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I. PRAYER 
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Last weekend… 

i. Date night. 
• I said something to Kim in jest that hurt her 

feelings. 
1. Threw off the night.  

• I found myself getting frustrated and bitter 
that she was hurt by it. 

• Withdrawn emotionally. 
ii. Went out of town. 

• Guilt. 
• War going on inside of me.  

1. Spirit of God = Confess and humble 
yourself.  

2. Temptation = That will look bad! Pretend 
everything is okay. 

• Thanks to the conviction of the Holy Spirit, I 
confessed to Kim and sought her 
forgiveness which she graciously gave. 

b. Temptation is a really nasty thing 
that is really subtle. It’s like we 
don’t even know what is going on 
inside of us… 

i. Definition: Temptation is a web of lies 
that I want to believe that is 
destructive to myself and others. 

ii. So, apply this to my temptation. 
• Web of lies. 

1. It’s better to project false strength than 
honest weakness.  

2. It’s better to stuff your frustration rather 
than talk about it.  
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3. It’s okay to emotionally withdraw from 
your wife and lie to her about why your 
silent. 

• That I want to believe… 
1. I want to believe these lies because they 

allow me to protect ego rather than 
humble myself.  

2. It gives me permission to put myself 
before others…it allows me to be more 
important than others.  

• And they are destructive to myself and 
others.  
1. Obviously destructive to my marriage.  
2. Unloving toward my wife. 

iii. Repeat definition.  
 

III.  LUKE 
a. Last week, we talked about how all 

of humanity has inherited a corrupt 
heart, a sinful nature from Adam.  

i. Adam = Representative. 
• He sinned first against God and we all 

inherit his corrupt heart from him. 
1. In other words, we are born united to 

Adam.  
• This morning = Another way this corrupt 

heart that we get from Adam manifest itself 
in our lives… 
1. Specifically, the fact that our heart wants 

to believe these lies that is destructive to 
ourselves and others.  

2. Our predisposition to give in to 
temptation.  
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b. God says it this way in Jeremiah 
2:13. 

i. “…for my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed 
out cisterns for themselves, broken 
cisterns that can hold no water.” 

• Your heart/soul is like a cistern.  
1. Designed to be satisfied/content when 

full of living water. 
2. Living Water = Him. 

• But God says that we have rejected that. 
1. I don’t believe that you can fill my soul 

like other things can fill my soul.  
• And it also says that we have a broken soul, 

a broken heart.  
1. We’re constantly trying to fill our soul 

with things seeking peace and 
contentment, but we’re always empty.  

• So, temptation comes… 
1. Web of lies. 
2. I’ve rejected God so I want to believe 

these lies (maybe this will fill my soul). 
3. But they’re actually destructive…left 

empty.  
• Romans 1:22, 25a describes it this way: 

1. “Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools….[because] they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the 
Creator.” 

ii. Go back to my temptation from the 
beginning… 
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• This web of lies is opposed to God and His 
Word…what does God’s Word say? 
1. Don’t harbor bitterness.  
2. Take care of the log in your own eye 

before you worry about the speck in 
your neighbor’s eye. 

3. Love your wife as Christ loved the 
church. 

• But the temptation is to reject that fountain 
of living water…that can actually fill my soul.  
1. And try and fill my soul with things that 

will just leave me empty. 
2. Things like protecting ego, being 

dishonest, putting myself before my 
wife. 

3. See, I think I’m being wise, but how 
foolish is it? 

iii. Or, let’s think of another temptation… 
• Road Rage 

1. Web of lies 
2. That I want to believe 
3. Destructive 
4. What does God’s Word Say? 
5. Forsake that. That won’t fill my soul. 

iv. Or what about Adam and Eve in the 
garden in Genesis 3 (Steve and Kathy 
just read)? 

• Web of lies.  
1. You can be like God.  
2. God is not good.  
3. God is lying to you.  
4. You don’t need God.  

• They wanted to believe it and forsake God… 
1. Because it allowed them to put 

themselves before god.  
2. They thought they were being wise… 
3. And all of creation was broken.  
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c. We inherit this corrupt heart - that 
forsakes God and tries to fill our 
soul with all kinds of things - 
straight from Adam and his sin in 
the garden.  

i. And last week, as we continued in our 
study of the Gospel of Luke, we 
learned that Jesus came to be a new 
Adam. 

• And that when we place our faith in Jesus… 
1. Jesus not only forgives us of our sin, but 

He repairs our corrupt hearts. 
2. And we can go from being united to 

Adam in His sin to being united to Jesus 
in His righteousness.  

ii. And so, this morning as we continue in 
Luke, we are going to see even further 
how Jesus is the new Adam… 

d. Read Luke 4:1-4 
i. Jesus is tempted in the same way 

Adam is.  
• Adam’s temptation… 

1. You can be like God.  
2. You don’t need God.  

• Jesus’ temptation… 
• Now, this was a web of lies that Adam 

WANTED to believe…but Jesus being pure 
in heart did not want to believe those lies.  
1. And what does Jesus do? 
2. He throws God’s Word back at the devil. 
3. [READ IT] 
4. This is the fountain of living water and 

you, devil, are a liar.  
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ii. And so here, we see that Jesus is a 
new Adam who doesn’t give in to 
temptation but trusts in the Word of 
God.  

• And in doing so, like we learned last week, 
Jesus fulfills all righteousness.  

• If you were not hear last week, we learned 
all about how Jesus came to live and die IN 
OUR PLACE.  
1. Jesus lives a perfectly righteous life 

where he never gives into temptation 
nor forsakes the fountain of living 
water…in our place.  

2. And Jesus dies a sinner death taking on 
the judgement we deserve…in our place. 

• And this means that if we trust and follow 
Jesus, there is no more condemnation for 
us because Jesus took on that judgement 
and instead of having a corrupt heart from 
Adam, we now have a repaired heart from 
Jesus…. 
1. Cisterns that can hold water and a new 

appetite for living water that will actually 
satisfy our souls. 

iii. And so here in Luke 4 as we read 
about Jesus being tempted by the 
devil in the desert, not only do we 
learn about how Jesus is a new Adam 
that can repair our hearts…we also 
learn exactly how to face temptation 
and not give in to the lies of the 
enemy who so badly wants to kill and 
destroy us.  

• 1 Peter 5:8b – “Your adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.” 
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iv. So, what do we learn from Jesus on 
what it looks like to resist the lies of 
the enemy and fill our repaired souls 
with living water? 

• I have two things that we learn directly 
from Jesus in our text this morning… 

 
IV. #1 – WE MUST BELIEVE THAT GOD 

IS MORE COMMITTED TO OUR JOY 
THAN WE ARE. 
a. Read Luke 4:5-8 

i. Again, this is a very similar to 
temptation to the previous one and to 
the temptation of Adam in Genesis 3. 

• What are the lies? 
1. You don’t need God the Father. You can 

exalt yourself above God the Father. 
Forsake the fountain of living water.  

• And Jesus doesn’t want to believe these 
lies and he, again, throws God’s Word back 
at the devil.  
1. Jesus says to the devil…my joy is not 

found in everything being centered on 
me…my joy is found in worshiping God 
and serving Him only. 

2. A temptation that Adam gave into… 

b. But, let’s think about this for a 
second.  

i. How was Adam’s life going while he 
was being tempted by the devil? 

• Paradise… 
• Yet, despite everything being perfect 

around him, he rejected the purpose for 
which God created Him.  
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• And therefore, even though it seemed like 
his soul should have been full, he was 
actually empty. 

ii. Now, how was Jesus’ life going while 
he was being tempted by the devil? 

• Desert…hungry, thirsty, hot, lonely.  
• Yet, despite everything being empty 

around him, Jesus never rejected His 
purpose which is to worship and serve God 
only. 

iii. See, the reality is, that we can be 
going through a lot of hardships in life. 

• Economic, health, relationship, work, etc… 
• IN THE DESERT 
• And despite all of these hard things going 

on around us, our souls can be full of living 
water, full of joy, because despite our 
hardships we embrace the purpose that 
God has given us.  

iv. And in the same way…everything 
could be going right in our lives.  

• We could be experiencing very little 
hardship… 

• IN PARADISE. 
• Yet, in our prosperity, we reject the purpose 

that God has given us, and be left feeling 
completely empty and hopeless.  
1. Confused why after all of this hard work 

to achieve all this prosperity, my soul 
feels like its broken.  
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c. See, God is more committed to 
your joy than you are.  

i. And we must understand that our 
souls are not filled or drained by our 
outside circumstances, rather our 
souls are filled or drained by 
embracing or rejecting the purpose 
that God has created us for…to 
worship and serve Him only.  

• See, we think we are wise by rejecting 
God’s way…and trying to do life our 
way…but its foolish. 

ii. I thought I was being wise by 
protecting my ego and projecting a 
false image of myself to my wife.  

• Centering my life on myself. But I was really 
being a fool. 

• Protecting my ego through dishonesty isn’t 
going to fill my soul, it’s going to drain it. 

• And God is committed to my joy by leading 
me towards the hard road of humility that 
will fill my soul.  

iii. We think we’re being wise when we 
slander someone or gossip at work… 

• But we’re really being fools.  
• Thinking that tearing someone else down 

so we can feel a sense of justice or get 
social acceptance or just a cheap laugh isn’t 
going to fill our soul, it’s going to drain it. 

• That’s centering my life on myself. 
• And God is committed to our joy by 

commanding us not to be like the world is 
but to love others, even our enemies.  
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iv. We think we’re being wise when we 
indulge in pleasures that God has 
forbidden or given clear boundaries. 

• When I believe that I can do whatever I 
want, I center my life on myself….and I’m 
really being a fool… 

• We know abusing these pleasures drain the 
soul. Yet we are continually tempted to 
look at what drains our soul to fill our soul. 

• And God is committed to our joy by giving 
us boundaries and calling us to repentance 
when we cross those boundaries. 

d. God is more committed to our joy 
than we are. 

i. And when temptation comes, when 
we want to believe those lies from the 
enemy, when God’s way seems like it 
will be much more difficult, we must 
believe that God is leading us to 
fullness and joy.  

• And that is the secret to living in this fallen 
world.  

• You can have fullness, joy, contentment, 
satisfaction…even in the desert when your 
heart drinks deeply from the fountain of 
living water.  

• And you can have complete emptiness 
despite having everything this world can 
offer you. 

ii. But, if we are going to believe that 
God is more committed to our joy 
than we are, we also must… 
 

 



 11 

V. #2 – WE MUST LEARN THE VOICE 
OF GOD. 
a. Read Luke 4:9-13.(Quoting Psalm 91) 

i. The temptation here was for Jesus to 
make God prove His love and to prove 
that His Word was true.  

• And the devil caught onto how Jesus was 
fighting off this temptation.  
1. See, Jesus has been fighting off the lies 

of the devil through the truth of God’s 
Word.  

2. And so, the devil decides to quote God’s 
Word back to Jesus.  

3. But He twists God’s Word. 

b. See, if we are going to drink from 
the fountain of living water and 
believe that God is more 
committed to our joy than we are, 
it’s not enough to just read God’s 
Word, we must learn God’s voice. 

i. Because when we know God’s voice, it 
is apparent to us when someone else 
is using God’s Word in such a way that 
does not reflect God’s voice. 

• See, if you’re a Christian, the enemy will use 
the Word of God against you.  

• He will twist it to give you permission to 
give in to his lies. 

• He will say to you… 
1. Doesn’t God’s Word say to deal with the 

log in your own eye before you worry 
about the speck in your neighbor’s 
eye…why doesn’t your wife, your 
husband, your friend do that? 
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2. Doesn’t God’s Word say that Jesus ate 
and drank with the sinner’s and tax 
collectors…so of course it’s okay to act 
the way you did last night.  

3. Look at how the Apostle Paul rebuked 
people to their face in the Bible…so of 
course you can treat that person harshly 
and sarcastically.  

• The enemy knows that our hearts are 
looking for excuses to forsake the living 
water…and he knows your Bible better than 
you do...and he’ll use it against you. 

c. And so, we must learn the voice of 
God.  

i. And yes, that means reading and 
knowing our Bibles…but I think, more 
importantly, it means reading and 
knowing our Bibles in community.  

• And by “in community” I don’t mean 
reading a passage of Scripture with a group 
of people, sitting in awkward silence, and 
answering a few surfacey questions. 

• What I mean is reading the Bible with 
people and talking through the actual real-
life implications of what you’re reading.  

• Going to those deep places where your 
confessing the temptations that your facing 
and letting other people speak into your life 
what God’s Word says.  
1. Like I just did in front of all of you… 

ii. If we are going to believe that God is 
more committed to our joy than we 
are, we need other people to help us 
listen for the voice of God. 
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• We are not going to be as prepared as 
Jesus was to battle how the enemy used 
the Bible against us.  

• He will. And if we don’t have honest 
relationships with other people where we 
are talking about this…if we’re committed to 
doing this Christian life all alone…then we 
will not be prepared to face the lies and 
tricks of the enemy.  

iii. If we are going to fight temptation, 
then we need to believe that God is 
more committed to our joy than we 
are and we must learn what God’s 
voice sounds like.  

 
VI. CONCLUSION 

a. Jesus faced these temptation on 
our behalf.  

i. He is our new Adam and if you trust in 
Him, not only does His death on the 
cross pay for all of your sin, His 
righteous life where he doesn’t give in 
to temptation is also given to you.  

• He has repaired our hearts. He has pointed 
us to the fountain of living water.  

• And he invites all of us to drink deeply.  
ii. And if we are going to drink deeply, 

then there are some lies that we are 
currently believing that we need to 
name and reject. 

• What is that for you? What temptations 
have a hold of you? What lies have you 
given into? 
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iii. Here is my challenge for you: 
• Journal/Discussion 

1. What lies do I want to believe and why? 
2. How do they empty my soul? 
3. How is God more committed to my joy 

than I am?  
 

VII. PRAY 


