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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. You know, here at Grace Hill, we 
hold to historic, protestant, 
orthodox beliefs.  

i. What the church has believed since 
Jesus ascended to be with the Father.  

ii. And that means that we believe in 
Original Sin. 

• And here is what original sin states: that 
every single human being after Adam and 
Eve is born with an inherent, sinful nature.  
1. That there is something corrupt in the 

core of our being that turns us against 
God, turns us against His word, and 
causes us to live in ways that is more 
harmful than good.  

iii. And this is a doctrine that is hard to 
swallow.  

• Because everything in us wants to believe 
that each person is not born with a sinful 
nature but that we are born a blank slate! 
1. And that there is nothing inherent to our 

being that is corrupt but what happens 
is that we are corrupted by the world.  

2. If there is anything bad in us, it doesn’t 
start on the inside and come out but 
rather it starts on the outside, is imposed 
on us, and finds its way in.  

• The world believes in the doctrine of 
original righteousness.  
1. That we were born righteous and if there 

is anything wrong with us, we didn’t 
start it but were influenced by someone 
else…someone else…the world…it to 
blame.  
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iv. And so original sin can be a tough 
doctrine to accept…however…you 
see…I have a four and five-year-old.  

• Two innocent little children that could 
never ever do any wrong.  

• You know, as they have gotten older, one 
of the things that I have been trying to 
teach them is what it means to be a servant 
and consider the needs and desires of 
others above their own.  
1. And this has not been easy to teach.  

• Just this past week, I tried to teach this to 
my innocent little children.  
1. I was fixing both my son and my 

daughter some cereal for breakfast 
before they had to go to school.  

2. And I got two bowls out or the cabinet, 
a red bowl and a yellow bowl. 

3. Now, it’s a known thing that my son likes 
the yellow bowl. 

4. And so, of course, my daughter saw me 
pull the yellow bowl out or the cabinet, 
and she instinctually cries out with a 
proud tone and loud enough to ensure 
my son could here: I CALL THE YELLOW 
BOWL! 

5. Which of course then causes my son to 
wail in disappointment and a big fight 
now ensues over who gets the yellow 
bowl.  

• Now, after all parties calmed down, 
including daddy, I tried to have a little talk 
with my kids.  
1. Trying to help them to understand that it 

is better to give up what you want in 
order to love and serve others.  
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• And I remember talking to my daughter, 
Christy, and I asked her a few questions: 
1. Christy, what color bowl is Leland’s 

favorite? Yellow.  
2. Is yellow your favorite bowl? No.  
3. But you said you wanted the yellow 

bowl? Yes.  
4. Is that because Leland likes the yellow 

bowl? Yes.  
5. And you don’t want Leland to have the 

bowl that he likes. No.  
6. Why, sweetie? I dunno. 

v. How does this desire find its way into 
the heart of a four-year-old? 

• I don’t want him to have what he wants. I 
want to deprive him of that.  

• I mean, it’s easy to see it with kids because 
they have less filters in expressing 
themselves. 
1. But, it’s in us too.  

• Why do we get envious of other people and 
what they have, what they look like, what 
they can do? 
1. And why do we have this desire in us to 

have all of these things, and for others to 
be deprived of them? 

• Why do we get frustrated at other people’s 
success? 
1. We do we feel entitled to what other 

people have and find it hard to be 
content with what we have? 

• I’ll confess, this is in my heart. I am what 
they call a Church Planter because I have 
led the planting of this church.  
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1. And if another church planter came to 
Herndon and planted a new church 
across the street and it started to grow 
like crazy.  

2. I bet there would be some territorial 
tendencies in my heart. Some envy. 
Some frustration. 

3. Why would I be annoyed at another 
church reaching more people for God’s 
Kingdom, more people hearing His 
Word? 

4. Isn’t it about God’s glory and not mine? 
Shouldn’t I celebrate that? 

5. Why would that be a struggle for me? 
vi. Because there is something inherent 

to our being that is corrupt.  
• That is sinful. That likes to take our world 

and center it around ourselves and when it 
seems like other people invade what we 
believe is ours, we get frustrated and 
envious.  

vii. This describes perfectly the first sin 
back in the garden in Genesis 3.  

• God had created paradise for Adam and 
Eve to enjoy and live in.  
1. He had one restriction. Don’t eat from a 

particular tree.  
2. God was God. He had authority. He had 

the right to give this command.  
• And what happened is the enemy 

whispered in Adam and Eve’s ear: 
1. Why does God get to have that 

authority over you?  
2. You should have what God has. 
3. Why should He call the shots in your 

life? 
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4. Why should your life be centered on 
Him? Why can’t you be the center?  

• And envy grew in their hearts and they 
sinned against God by rejecting Him and 
declaring their independence from Him.  

viii. And the Bible teaches that from Adam 
on…the human race had now been 
corrupted with sin…original sin.  

• We are born with hearts that are bent 
towards ourselves and against God and 
others.  
1. You could say it this way: Our motives 

have now been compromised.  
2. We are people who can appear on the 

surface to be loving, to be patient, to be 
kind, to be righteous…but on the inside 
our motives, our desires, our true 
feelings can be selfish and envious.  

• We saw a grand display of this in the 
impeachment trial this week! 
1. Both parties declaring their impartial 

fidelity to the constitution.  
2. Both parties accusing the other of being 

evil partisans.  
3. Both parties acting sanctimonious and 

righteously indignant. 
4. Both parties claiming they they are pure 

in their motive and the other is corrupt.  
5. And we know what is going on…you can 

act a certain way on the surface…but 
there are other motives at play 
underneath.  

• You could almost say that Adam is like our 
representative.  
1. He sinned in this way first and it 

corrupted the rest of the human race. 
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2. We are Adam’s descendants and we 
have inherited this envious, sick, 
duplicitous heart. 

3. And this is the doctrine of original sin. 

b. Now, after Adam and Eve sinned in 
this way…get a little deeper into 
your Old Testament and what we 
see is that God gives His people a 
very extensive law to follow.  

i. But, there’s a problem. 
• If we have this ability to appear to be 

righteous on the outside and yet have 
corrupt motives on the inside, then how 
does a law, a list of regulations, address the 
actual problem? 

• Go back to the example about my heart… 
1. If a church is planted across the street. 
2. And if I act excited. If I celebrate on the 

outside. If I lead us as a church to pray 
for and support that church in such 
humble looking ways. 

3. But on the inside, I’m angry and 
territorial. 

4. What does that say about me? 
 

II.  BACK TO LUKE 
a. It’s here that we are going to jump 

back into the Gospel of Luke. 
i. We are going to finish chapter three 

together this morning and let me 
catch us all up of what we learned so 
far in chapter three. 
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• We have been reading about the ministry 
of John the Baptist.  
1. John the Baptist is a prophet who is 

called by God to announce to Israel that 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, had arrived 
and that all of the people need to 
prepare themselves for His arrival. 

• And the way that John called upon 
everyone to prepare themselves for the 
arrival of Jesus is to be baptized as an act 
of repentance. 

ii. And if you remember from a few 
weeks ago, we talked about how this 
was a controversial thing for John to 
tell the Jewish people to do.  

• Because at this time, baptism wasn’t 
practiced as we practice it today. 

• Baptism was a part of the process of how a 
gentile, a non-Jewish person, would convert 
to Judaism.  
1. If you wanted to convert to Judaism, 

you had to embrace Jewish teachings, 
you had to be circumcised, and you had 
to be baptized as a kind of washing 
away your non-Jewish uncleanliness. 

2. The Jewish law in your Old Testament 
contains a lot of laws about purification 
and cleanliness.  

3. And so, Jews, who followed the law 
considered themselves to be clean 
before God because they followed all 
these laws.  

• And John is out here, telling these Jewish 
people who have been following the law to 
be baptized! 
1. In other words, you are unclean, you 

need to be washed! 
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iii. Why is John saying this during his 
announcement that Jesus is coming? 

• Well, it’s for the same reason that hundreds 
of years before, God said through the 
prophet Isaiah:  
1. “These people say they are mine. They 

honor me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me. And their worship of me 
is nothing but man-made rules learned 
by rote.” -Isaiah 29:13 (NLT) 

• You have a bunch of people who follow this 
law. They look righteous. They act 
righteous.  
1. But their hearts on the inside are 

corrupt. 
• And John is saying that when the Messiah 

comes, he is not going to judge you by your 
performance when it comes to keeping the 
law, he is going to judge you by your heart.  
1. And even though you keep this law, your 

heart is sick. It is unclean. It needs to be 
washed. 

2. And you need to confess and repent of 
that.  

b. Read Luke 3:15-20. 
i. So, I want to make sure we all 

understand the picture of Jesus that 
John the Baptist just presented.  

• First, John says that he is not even worthy 
to untie the strap of his sandals.  
1. In Jewish tradition, disciples of a Rabbi 

were expected to act as servants to the 
Rabbi. 

2. However, untying a Rabbi’s sandal was 
considered to be beneath even a 
servant. 
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3. And John the Baptist is saying he is not 
even worthy to untie Jesus’ sandal.  

• So, the first thing that John says about 
Jesus is that Jesus is not simply just a 
teacher or a prophet who is coming with 
some message. 
1. No Jesus is God. And He is not going to 

baptize you symbolically with water like 
we’re doing here. He is going to baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

2. (We’ll get to what that means in a 
second.) 

3. In other words, do not be flippant about 
your encounter with Jesus.  

• And secondly, we read that Jesus has his 
winnowing fork in his hand and he is ready 
to separate the wheat from the chaff.  
1. This is an illustration that is often used in 

Scripture.  
2. When you are winnowing grain, you 

throw grain up into the air using a large 
fork…the wind picks up the worthless 
chaff and blows it away, and the grain 
falls back to the ground.  

3. And Jesus says in the same way a 
farmer separates the wheat from the 
chaff, Jesus is going to separate those 
who worship him with a pure heart and 
those with a corrupt heart.  

4. And the chaff will be burned in an 
unquenchable fire as their judgement. 
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ii. In other words, Jesus isn’t going to 
judge you by your lawkeeping, Jesus 
is going to judge you by your heart.  

• And this is something we see Jesus do in 
the Gospels all the time! 
1. Matthew 6:5-6 -  5 “And when you pray, 

you must not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, 
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I 
say to you, they have received their 
reward. 6 But when you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward 
you.” 

2. Matthew 6:16-18 – “16And when you fast, 
do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, 
for they disfigure their faces that their 
fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I 
say to you, they have received their 
reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, 18 that your 
fasting may not be seen by others but 
by your Father who is in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.” 

3. Mark 12:38-40 – “38 “Beware of the 
scribes, who like to walk around in long 
robes and like greetings in the 
marketplaces 39 and have the best seats 
in the synagogues and the places of 
honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows’ 
houses and for a pretense make long 
prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.” 
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4. Mark 12:41-44 – “41 And he sat down 
opposite the treasury and watched the 
people putting money into the offering 
box. Many rich people put in large sums. 
42 And a poor widow came and put in 
two small copper coins, which make a 
penny. 43 And he called his disciples to 
him and said to them, “Truly, I say to 
you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to 
the offering box. 44 For they all 
contributed out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live 
on.” 

• If anything is clear about Jesus’ ministry, it’s 
that he was not concerned with how one 
appeared to be following the law but more 
so with the condition of the heart.  

iii. And John the Baptist is saying that 
Jesus has arrived, winnowing fork in 
his hand, ready to judge according to 
the heart.   

c. And I don’t know about you, but 
this is terrifying.  

i. Because my heart is not pure. 
• My heart has wicked motives inside. 
• Pride. Ego. 
• Wanting the praise of others for my piety. 
• Threatened when others get something I 

want. 
• Territorial when someone infringes on what 

is mine. 
• Frustrated when someone doesn’t do what 

I want them to do.  
• Irritated when I don’t get my way. 
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ii. I don’t think there is one person in this 
room who would be comfortable if 
every thought in their heart and every 
motivation they had was displayed for 
all to see.  

• I don’t think there is one person in this 
room who believes that if Jesus truly judges 
based on the purity of one’s heart, that they 
would escape the fire.  

• I know I wouldn’t.  
 

III.  THEN, WHY DOES JESUS GET 
BAPTIZED?  
a. But, as we return to our text, 

something unexpected happens. 
i. Read Luke 3:21-22. 

• Luke records this episode kind of quickly so 
don’t miss what just happened.  

• Jesus…the guy that John is saying is coming 
to bring God’s Kingdom, the guy who has 
the winnowing fork in his hand to judge us 
based upon our heart, the one that the 
Jews needed to get baptized as a sign of 
repentance to prepare for…He 
Himself….gets baptized?!? 

• This was certainly unexpected. And the 
Gospel of Matthew records that for us. 
1. Matthew 3:13-15 – “13 Then Jesus came 

from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 
baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it 
be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented.” 
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b. So, why does Jesus get baptized? 
i. Did Jesus need to repent too? Did 

Jesus need to be cleansed? Washed? 
• What’s going on here? 

ii. With all of this rhetoric from John the 
Baptist, this is unexpected…it was 
even unexpected to John the Baptist! 

• We thought Jesus was going to come on 
the scene with his proverbial winnowing 
fork ready to separate the grain from the 
chaff.  
1. Looking to see who His true worshipers 

are.  
2. Who are the people who have pure 

hearts? 
3. Who are the people who are actually 

righteous and not just self-righteous? 
• Riff Maybe? 

iii. But instead, Jesus gets in the water to 
be baptized Himself.  

• Jesus didn’t arrive on the scene presenting 
Himself as better than everyone else…He 
arrived on the scene just like everyone else. 

• See, Jesus didn’t come for those who are 
already righteous (those people didn’t 
exist). Jesus came to fulfill all righteousness, 
as we just read in Matthew. 
1. And, man, that is such a crucial 

difference.   
iv. This is why you don’t need to be 

afraid to confess your sin to God. 
2. You don’t need to be afraid to bring 

your struggles into the light. 
3. You don’t have to be afraid to expose 

the true condition of your heart. 
4. You don’t need to pretend that your 

more righteous that you really are. 
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5. You don’t need to act as if you are more 
spiritual than you really are. 

• Because Jesus didn’t come for those who 
could pass a righteousness test, Jesus came 
to be righteous on your behalf…in your 
place…because he knows our hearts have 
been corrupted…and we don’t need 
behavior management or law…we need a 
new heart. 

v. And so, Jesus comes and he lives the 
life that God has commanded us to 
live.  

• He fulfills every part of the law on our 
behalf and in your place.  

vi. And Jesus goes to the cross where 
God’s anger against our sin and 
injustice is poured out on him. 

• He fulfills every part of God’s judgement 
against sin in your place.  

vii. And Jesus goes into the grave, faces 
death, pays off the debt of our sin, 
and therefore defeats death, rising 
again from the dead.  

• He fulfills everything that needs to be done 
so He can now grant us eternal life. 

c. And so, Jesus is not looking for the 
pure in heart, Jesus is looking for 
the humble who will confess their 
need for a Savior because they are 
not righteous.  
• Galatians 2:20 says – “20 I have been 

crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” 
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i. And so, this means that if you call 
upon Jesus as your Savior, when Jesus 
went to the cross, you and your old 
self went to the cross.  

• And when Jesus went into the grave, you 
and your old self went into the grave.  

• And when Jesus’ heart started to beat 
again. When blood started to pump back 
through his veins. When he took his first 
breath after three days in the grave and 
rose to new life…new life flooded into your 
soul with a new heart, that is no longer 
corrupt, but now is right with God.  
1. And the life that Jesus lived that fulfilled 

all righteousness is now yours.  
2. When God sees you, he sees the life that 

Jesus lived in your place. 
• Because the Bible says that you are now 

united to Jesus.  
1. His life is your life.  
2. His death is your death.  
3. His resurrection is now your resurrection.  
4. And you now have a new heart that is 

no longer corrupt but has now been 
given new life.  

• This is why John says in v.16 of our text that 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.  
1. His Spirit is literally inside of you, 

immersing you, and you belong to Him.  

d. And so, Jesus gets baptized as a 
part of living life in our place.  
• And the text says that after he is baptized, 

a voice came from God the Father in 
Heaven saying: “This is my son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 
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i. You want to know the difference 
between the grain and chaff? 

• The grain is the people who confess their 
need for Jesus as their Savior. 
1. The people who have placed their faith 

in the life of Jesus, the death of Jesus, 
and His resurrection. 

2. The people who know that they have 
corrupt hearts and they can’t be 
righteous; they need Jesus to fulfill 
righteousness for them.  

• The chaff that will go into the fire are those 
who live their life trusting in themselves and 
not trusting in Jesus.  
1. And there will be many who see 

themselves as Christians who will be a 
part of the chaff.  

2. Because on the outside that acted all 
spiritual, but on the inside they never 
confessed the true condition of their 
heart and believed they actually needed 
Jesus to save them 

ii. And so, that’s why we do baptisms 
today.  

• When someone calls upon Jesus as their 
Savior and places their faith in Jesus…in his 
life, his death, and his resurrection…we 
baptize them.  
1. But it’s not the same kind of baptism 

that John the Baptist was doing.  
• The baptism that we do today is a 

celebration and an illustration of a reality 
that has already occurred in someone when 
they cried out to Jesus to save them.  
1. It’s their public proclamation that they 

now trust in Jesus and not themselves.  
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• Because when they step into the baptismal 
waters, it’s like their old self steps into the 
water.  
1. And when we lower them into the water, 

it’s like their old self is being lowered 
into the grave with Jesus.  

2. And when we bring them out of the 
water, it’s like their new self is rising from 
the dead along with Jesus to new 
redeemed, righteous life.  

• In baptism, we’re celebrating what has 
already occurred when that person cried 
out to Jesus.  

e. And so, I am excited for us to 
witness two baptisms in just a few 
short minutes, but before we do 
that, I want us to just push a little 
further in our text this morning. 

 

IV. LUKE 3:23-38 
a. You’ll notice with the next verse in 

v.23, Luke begins to give us the 
genealogy of Jesus.  
• Now, this is normally a part of the text that 

many skip over because it is just a list of 
names, but I think there is something 
hugely important for us to glean.  

i. Here, we get the genealogy of Jesus 
all the way back to Adam. 

• We mentioned in the beginning that with 
Adam’s sin in the garden, the rest of 
humanity inherited his corrupted, sinful 
nature. Original sin. 
1. That Adam was our representative.  
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2. In a sense, you could say that we are all 
born united to Adam.  

ii. And Luke wants us all to know that 
Jesus is the new Adam. 

• If you trust in Christ and your life is united 
with His, He is now your representative.  

• You have now inherited His righteousness 
and His inheritance.  
1. Romans 5:17 – “17 For the sin of this one 

man, Adam, caused death to rule over 
many. But even greater is God’s 
wonderful grace and his gift of 
righteousness, for all who receive it will 
live in triumph over sin and death 
through this one man, Jesus Christ.” 

• When you are born, you are united to 
Adam but when you are born again, you are 
united to Jesus. 
 

V. INVITATION 
a. So, I have to ask… 

i. Have you trusted in Jesus? Cried out 
to Him to be your Savior? Born again 
with new life that is united to Him? 

• Because looking to your piety, your 
religious works, or other things won’t 
change your heart.  
1. You’ll be like those John was talking to.  
2. On the outside, you do everything right 

but on the inside, your heart is just as 
corrupt.  

3. Is that you? 
• Discovering your true self. Getting past all 

the trauma of your past that has impacted 
you won’t change your heart either.  
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• What other way do we have with dealing 
with our hearts other than Jesus? 

• Jesus did not come for the righteous. He 
did not come for those who have 
discovered their true self. He came for the 
humble to make them righteous.  

• And you can be one of those people if you’ll 
humble yourself and cry out to Him.  

• What would stop you from doing that right 
now? 

b. Before we celebrate baptisms 
together, let me pray for you…and 
if you need to cry out to Jesus, 
please pray along with me.  
 

VI. PRAY 


