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I.  FAMILY SUNDAY! 

a. Why are we doing this? 
i. We believe it is important that as a 

church, we are not always siloed off 
based on our age but we have time 
for all generations to worship 
together.  

• So Welcome KIDS! We are glad that you 
are here! 
1. Reassure parents about noise and kid’s 

being fidgety. It is okay! 
ii. Challenge for Kids: 

• Can you get all of the fill-in-the-blanks on 
your worksheet? 
1. You have to listen to the sermon and 

look on the screen to find them all! 

b. But here is what we’re about to do: 
Learn from the Word of God. 

i. Understand what it says.  
ii. Ask how it impacts the way we live 

our lives.  
• James 1:22a (NLT) – “22Don’t just listen to 

God’s word. You must do what it says…” 
iii. I’m going to preach for less than 20 

minutes! 
• You can hang in there! 
• So, go ahead and be sure to write the date 

and the sermon text on your worksheet. 
iv. And to all the adults, even though I am 

going to preach on a level for 
everyone here to understand… 

• Mark 10:15 says – “I tell you the truth, 
anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom 
of God like a child will never enter it.” 
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• So, let us not fall into the fallacy that what 
we are learning today is too simple for us to 
get anything out of it. 
1. Because what we’re studying today 

should be an encouragement and 
challenge for all of us.  

v. Now, we have been studying the 
Gospel of Luke.  

• What I mean by that is: verse by verse. 
vi. This Sunday, we are in Luke 3:7-14. 

• Let’s all open our Bibles to Luke.  
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Now, before we read from Luke…I 

want to tell you about one of my 
best friends growing up...his name 
is Caleb.  

i. Now, most people used to describe 
Caleb as a kid with a lot of energy.  

• Meaning he was wild, he was loud, he was 
crazy.  
1. Kids, maybe some people have told you 

that you have a lot of energy. 
• The other thing about Caleb is he didn’t get 

the best grades in school. School was a 
struggle for him.  

ii. Now I was different. I was a pretty 
calm, quiet kid during those times and 
school was not a big struggle for me…I 
got pretty decent grades.  

• So, even though Caleb and I were best 
friends, many people saw us as different. 

• But the truth is, growing up, I looked up to 
Caleb and I wanted to be like Caleb.  
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• Because Caleb had something that I think 
can be pretty uncommon in this world.  
1. Caleb had compassion.  

iii. Do you know what it means to have 
compassion? To be a compassionate 
person towards other people? 

• This is on your worksheet…so write this 
word down.  
1. COMPASSION: noticing when other 

people have a need and taking action to 
meet that need even if it costs you 
something.  

iv. So, here are some ways that I watched 
Caleb be compassionate towards 
others… 

• If Caleb ever saw someone who was 
homeless on the side of the road asking for 
help…Caleb would always help that 
person…everytime. 
1. He saw a need. He tried to meet that 

need. Even if it cost him his time or 
money.  

• When we were in school, if there was a kid 
who was being bullied by other kids at the 
school, Caleb would be the first to become 
the kid’s friend and defend them. 
1. He didn’t care what the other kids 

thought about him. He saw a need and 
he tried to meet that need.  

• There were many times that I watched 
Caleb intentionally becomes friends with 
other people who had mental or physical 
disabilities.  
1. He wouldn’t see people through the lens 

of their disability but he saw past that. 
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2. In fact, that’s what Caleb does for a 
living today is serve people with certain 
disabilities.  

• He saw needs, He took action to meet that 
need, even if it cost him something. 
1. And growing up, watching Caleb had a 

big impact on me.  

b. And the reason I bring this up is 
because as we read the Bible 
together in just a few minutes, we 
are going to read about 
compassion.  

i. And here is the point of today’s 
sermon: (worksheet) 

• I need GOD to be compassionate towards 
me and when I receive God’s compassion it 
makes me MORE compassionate towards 
others.  

ii. This is what we are going to talk 
about this morning. 

• And no matter who you are – child, 
teenager, adult – this is a message that we 
all need to hear and apply to our lives.  

iii. So, let’s read from our Bibles.  
 

III. LUKE 3:7-14 
a. Now, let me get all of us caught up 

to where we are in the Gospel of 
Luke before we read.  

i. If you were here last week, we read 
about John the Baptist.  
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• John the Baptist is a prophet sent by God 
to tell everyone in Israel during that time 
that Jesus, the Son of God, had arrived and 
that everyone needed to prepare 
themselves for His arrival.  
1. And John told everyone that the way 

they needed to prepare themselves was 
through being baptized as a sign of 
repentance and asking God to forgive 
them of their sin. 

• Let me explain that in way that we can all 
understand.  
1. John the Baptist was saying…that we 

need God’s compassion.  
2. We have a need! We have sinned against 

God. We have not obeyed all of God’s 
Word. 

3. (WORKSHEET)I need FORGIVENESS 
from God.  

4. And so, we need God to see our need 
and take action to meet that need. 

• And John the Baptist is saying that we 
need to confess that we have this need 
from God and that there is nothing we can 
do to meet that need, we need to God to 
meet that need, we need God to have 
compassion on us.  

ii. As we continue in Luke 3, we are 
going to see how the people in Israel 
responded to what John was saying.  

b. Read Luke 3:7-9 (NLT) 
i. Whoa! John seems really upset here. 

• Why does he call these people who are 
coming to be baptized a brood of snakes!?! 
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ii. Well, it’s interesting here because 
John knows something about the 
people who are coming to him to be 
baptized.  

• Look at what he says in v.8 again.  
• See, many of the people during that time 

thought that they had a good relationship 
with God simply because one of their 
ancestors was Abraham. 
1. You might remember Abraham from the 

book of Genesis. 
2. And all of Abrahams children and 

grandchildren and their children and 
grandchildren became the Jewish 
people.  

3. And these people coming to John did 
not believe they needed compassion 
from God because they were 
descendants of Abraham.  

• And John is telling these people that this is 
not true.  
1. That if they really believed in God, if they 

really had faith in God, if they really 
knew that they needed compassion and 
forgiveness from God…it would actually 
change the way that they lived their life.   

iii. Let me ask you a question. If I were to 
eat an apple all the way down to the 
core…what will I find in the core of the 
apple? 

• Apple Seeds! That’s right.  
• And if I were to take those seeds and plant 

them in the ground and wait a really long 
time…what would happen? 
1. A tree would grow! That’s correct! 

• What kind of a tree? 
1. An apple tree? 
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• Why not a peach tree or an oak tree? 
1. Because I planted apple seeds. Yes.  

iv. And John says here that what we 
believe about God is like a seed.  

• And the way that we live our lives is the 
fruit.  
1. (WORKSHEET) What I believe about 

God is the SEED.  
2. (WORKSHEET) The way I live my life is 

the FRUIT. 
• So, like these people who were coming to 

John, if I believe that I do not need the 
compassion of God…that’s a seed.  
1. What kind of fruit is that seed going to 

produce? 
2. Well the Bible says it is going to produce 

bad fruit in the way that I live my life. 
• But if I truly believe that I need compassion 

from God…if that is the seed in my 
heart…then that seed will produce good 
fruit in the way that I live my life.  
1. Just like an apple seed only produces 

apples.  
2. What you believe about God produces 

certain kinds of fruits in the way that you 
live your life. 

v. So, you might be wondering…what 
does good fruit look like? 

•  Let’s continue reading the Bible.  
c. Read Luke 3:10-14. 

i. In other words, what good fruit looks 
like is having compassion on others 
and not abusing others to get 
something that I want.  
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• John is saying that if you truly believe that 
you need compassion from God (if that is 
the seed in your heart) than you will be 
compassionate towards others (that is the 
kind of fruit that you will grow).  

• You cannot ask God for something that you 
refuse to give others.  
 

IV. GOSPEL APPLICATION 
a. Brothers and sisters, we serve a 

compassionate God.  
i. We have sinned against God. We have 

not always followed his word.  
• And that means we deserve punishment 

from God.  
ii. But, He’s compassionate. 

• He knows that what we need is forgiveness 
and grace.  

• He has taken action to meet our need 
through sending His Son, Jesus.  

• And Jesus has met our need at his own 
expense by giving Himself on the cross. 
1. (Workbook) Jesus has met my need by 

giving HIMSELF on the cross. 
2. Jesus took the punishment that we 

deserve on himself so that we would not 
have to face it ourselves. 

3. And therefore, God has forgiven us of 
our sin.  

• As my 5-year old son says…Jesus turns the 
bad guys into good guys…and that is really 
good theology.  

iii. But if we want this to be true about 
us, we have to believe in our need for 
God’s compassion and we have to 
receive that compassion. 
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• We need to plant that seed in our heart that 
says… 
1. God, I cannot escape your judgement. 
2. I need forgiveness.  
3. I need your compassion.  

iv. And that seed will take root and 
produce a certain kind of fruit in our 
life.  

b. See, many of the people who came 
to John didn’t believe they needed 
compassion from God.  

i. And what kind of fruit did that 
produce.  

• Well, based on what we read in the Bible, it 
seems like these were people who: 
1. Would be walking down the road with 

two winter coats in their hand…would 
see someone with no coat and was 
freezing…and would have no 
compassion. Would just keep walking by 
completely oblivious to the need of 
others.  

2. Or they would have a pantry full of food 
and they would meet someone who was 
starving and could not afford food…and 
the idea of helping out wouldn’t even 
cross their mind.  

• They didn’t care about the needs of others 
because they didn’t even realize their own 
need.  
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ii. But for those who realize their need 
for forgiveness from God and they 
have received God’s compassion 
through Jesus Christ, it opens their 
eyes and their hearts to the needs of 
others… 

• …and it gives you a desire to meet those 
needs. 

• Because God has done that for us.  
c. See, it is really important that we 

realize that being compassionate 
to others is not what earns us 
God’s compassion…it is our 
response to God’s compassion 
towards us.  

i. (Worksheet) Being compassionate 
toward others does not EARN me 
God’s compassion, it is my RESPONSE 
to it. 

• That’s why those who truly believe in Jesus 
are those who don’t deserve God’s 
compassion, but those who have joyfully 
received it.  
1. And that has produced a life of loving 

and serving others.   
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ii. And so, as we close, I want to give you 
two questions to think about. 

2. (Maybe these are questions to talk about 
over lunch or dinner today with your 
family, maybe these are questions to 
discuss in Community Group this week, 
etc…) 

• What does the fruit of my life say about 
what I believe about God? 
1. Are you a compassionate person? Do 

you notice the needs of others? Are you 
willing to meet needs even if it is hard or 
inconvenient for you? What are ways 
that you could be more compassionate 
towards others? 

• How has God been compassionate towards 
me? 
1. And this is an important question 

because we grow in our compassion for 
others the more we are aware of God’s 
compassion towards us.  
 

V. PRAY 


