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I. PRAYER 
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. You know what is one of the most 

refreshing phrases that someone 
can utter in this day and in this 
culture?!? 

i. “I WAS WRONG.” 
• Aren’t I right?!? Let me give you a scenario. 

1. Let’s say that you and a co-worker are in 
a meeting and your discussing some 
issue pertaining to your work.  

2. And this is a particular topic that your 
co-worker is passionate about and has a 
lot of opinions about.  

3. So, when you offer your point of view on 
the matter…your co-worker gets 
passionate.  

4. And if you’re co-worker is like 
me…(enneagram 8)…when they get 
passionate…most people interpret that 
as anger. 

5. And your co-worker, in all their passion 
(and what others think is anger) dress 
you down with all of their opinions and 
knowledge on the subject. 

6. Leaving you uninterested in continuing 
the conversation and not-likely to 
engage them again on anything where 
there may be debate. 

• But, what if that person later called you in 
the day…and said this to you: 
1. “Hey, earlier in that meeting. I got really 

passionate about the topic of 
conversation and didn’t treat you with 
respect. Sometimes, I get so excited that 
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I don’t even consider or listen to others. 
I’m really sorry I did that to you. I was 
wrong.” 

• How would your view of that person 
change? 
1. Would their admission of being wrong 

make you more likely to engage that 
person in conversation in the future or 
less likely? 

• The obvious answer, is that our respect 
level for that person would increase, our 
trust of that person would increase, and our 
desire to engage them later would 
definitely increase. 

• Why? 
1. Because this is someone who is willing 

to admit when they are wrong! 
2. Even better, this is someone who has the 

self-awareness to realize when they are 
wrong without someone else having to 
point it out. 

3. And that is rare! And it’s refreshing! 
4. Do they have some annoying debate 

habits (like me)? Yes 
5. But, if they are willing to admit when 

they’re wrong, then honest relationship 
is possible.  

• And who are the people that are the 
hardest to trust? 
1. The people who will never admit when 

they’re wrong. 
2. It is the people who claim never to have 

done wrong that are the hardest to trust 
and the hardest to follow and its most 
frustrating when they have power.  

• We inherently trust people who have 
intellectual humility. 
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b. There was a very interesting article 
by Brian Resnick of VOX published 
a couple weeks ago entitled: 
“Intellectual humility: the 
importance of knowing you might 
be wrong.”1 

i. And in this article, Resnick talks about 
how the availability of better scientific 
and research methods has allowed us 
to retest many landmark research 
projects that have shaped much of our 
understanding in fields such as 
medicine and psychology.  

• And what they’re finding is that they are 
able to prove the conclusions of these 
many of these older studies wrong.  
1. Resnick comments: “One high-

profile effort to retest 100 psychological 
experiments found only 40 percent 
replicated with more rigorous methods. 
It’s been a painful period for social 
scientists, who’ve had to deal with failed 
replications of classic studies and realize 
their research practices are often weak.” 

• And so his article is about the need for 
intellectual humility within the scientific 
community. 
1. That we need to create a culture where 

it is okay to admit when your wrong.  
2. But, unfortunately, that is rare. 

 
1 https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2019/1/4/17989224/intellectual-
humility-explained-psychology-
replication?fbclid=IwAR2fhkfWKB7Kj3DnG0elI_vrGHh_Kzz3VgndnqiCnG0rYbwa
5I3BE6AUKEU  
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ii. And as I was reading this article, it was 
so refreshing for someone to remind 
us that it’s okay to be wrong. 

• That we’re all human. We’re not perfect.  
• And that it is better to admit when you’re 

wrong than pretend to always be right.  
• But even though we all probably agree with 

that notion, it is still SO hard to admit when 
we’re wrong.  
1. It’s refreshing to watch someone else do 

it.  
2. But when it’s our turn…when we are the 

ones in the wrong…it’s way harder to 
humble ourselves and make that public 
admission.   
 

III. LUKE 3:1-2 
a. And this morning as we continue 

our study of the Gospel of Luke, we 
are going to read about the 
ministry of John the Baptist.  

i. Now, earlier in our study, we talked 
about who John the Baptist is.  

• The OT prophesies that before the Messiah 
comes, there will be a prophet who comes 
before Him to announce His arrival.  
1. And that prophet is John the Baptist.  

ii. And so, in our text this morning, John 
is coming on the scene.  

• But John is not just going around and 
proclaiming: “The Messiah is Here!” 
1. Actually, John is going around and 

proclaiming: “You need to prepare 
yourselves, because the Messiah is here!” 
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• And what we’re going to discover this 
morning is that what it means to prepare 
yourself for the coming of the Messiah, 
means to: 
1. Confess both in your heart and also 

publicly… 
2. “The way I am living my life in not 

working.” 
3. “I am wrong.” 
4. I am unclean and cannot make myself 

clean. 
5. “And I need God to help me.” 

iii. And as we study our text this 
morning, I want you to notice 
something.  

• That John is not calling upon the people to 
prepare themselves by cleaning up their life 
or putting on some sort of religious act.  
1. He’s calling on people to prepare by 

having humility and confessing their 
need for help.  

2. And as you’ll see in our text, that is 
easier said than done.  

b. Read Luke 3:1-2. 
i. Let me stop here for a second…that 

was a lot of contextual details. 
• But don’t gloss over it too quick, remember 

what Luke’s stated purpose is for writing 
this Gospel.  
1. Luke tells us in 1:4 that he is writing this 

Gospel so that we can have certainty 
about who is Jesus is.  

• So, Luke is being a good historian here. 
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1. He is very concerned about ensuring 
that not only he tells us about Jesus, but 
he provides us enough historical, 
geographical, and political context so we 
can accurately place Jesus in world 
history.  

2. So, let’s take a quick detour with Luke 
and make sure we understand the 
context.  

c. So, first Luke gives us historical 
context in regards to the Roman 
Empire, because remember, the 
Roman Empire took control of the 
land of Israel during the 400 years 
that exists between your OT and 
NT.  

i. Now, v.1 is giving us a date.  
• This is 15th year of the reign of Tiberias 

Caesar.  
1. When Jesus was born, the famous 

Augustus Caesar was emperor of the 
Roman empire.  

2. He died about A.D. 14 and Tiberias 
Caesar took over.  

3. We’re at the 15th year of his reign. 
4. Making the current date of what we’re 

reading to be about A.D. 29.  
ii. Now, the rest of v.1 talks about four 

different individuals who are ruling in 
Palestine on behalf of Rome.  

• So, when Jesus was born, Herod the Great, 
was a Roman Client King that ruled over all 
of Palestine.  
1. Let me show you a map. 
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• Now, after Herod the Great’s reign, His 
Kingdom was eventually divided into four 
different parts.  
1. And four different tetrarchs were put in 

charge over those four different parts.  
2. A tetrarch simply means: Ruler Over a 

Fourth.  
• So our text says that Pontius Pilate, a name 

you might be familiar with as He will 
eventually give the order to crucify Jesus 
later in His life, was the governor over the 
region of Judea.  
1. Map 

• Now, after the reign of Herod the Great, this 
region was first ruled by a tetrarch named 
Archelaus, who was one of the sons of 
Herod the Great.  
1. But he was terrible at his job and Rome 

replaced him with Pontius Pilate.  
• Herod (another son of Herod the Great and 

named Antipas) was tetrarch of Galilee. 
1. Map 

• Philip, another son of Herod the Great, was 
tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis. 
1. Map 

• Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene. 
1. Map 

• So, these are the Roman Rulers over the 
region when Jesus starts His ministry.  

d. Now that we have the Roman 
historical context, next Luke gives 
us a brief Jewish context.  

i. In v.2, he says that this is all during the 
High Priesthood of Annas and 
Caiphas. 
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• Now, the Jews only had one High Priest at a 
time.  
1. Annas was High Priest for a long time 

but the Romans didn’t like Him and had 
him deposed.  

2. His Son-in-law, Caiphas, became High 
Priest.  

3. But Annas hung around as more of a 
High Priest Emeritus, if you will.  

4. So, they were both very influential from 
a Jewish context.   

e. And it is in that broad context, that 
John the Baptist came on the 
scene.  

i. And that might sound like a lot of 
meaningless details to you, but Luke is 
going out of his way to prove that He 
is not making this stuff up.  

• He is providing a historically accurate 
account of Jesus and we should be thankful 
for his diligence.  
 

IV. LUKE 3:3-6 
a. But John the Baptist is ready to 

begin his prophetic mission of 
calling on people to prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah.  

1. (Now, the Messiah was obviously already 
here. But Jesus had not begun his 
Messianic ministry, yet). 

i. Read Luke 3:3-6. 
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b. So, John the Baptist is calling on 
people to prepare for the coming 
of the Messiah through being 
baptized that would symbolize 
repentance in their heart for the 
forgiveness of their sins. 

i. And then, Luke, quotes from Isaiah 
40:3-5, which is a prophecy about 
John the Baptist written about 700 
years prior to this moment.  

• And Isaiah says that what John the Baptist 
will do is call on the people to prepare for 
the coming of the Lord.  

• And all this imagery about making paths 
straight, filling valleys, bringing down the 
mountains, and the crooked becoming 
straight… 
1. Is imagery that describes the result of 

proper preparation for the Messiah.  
ii. So, John the Baptist is saying you 

need to be baptized as a sign of 
repentance to prepare for the Messiah.  

• And therefore, that means all this imagery 
out of Isaiah 40 is imagery that explains 
what will happen if you participate in this 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of your sins.   

• Alright…so let me see if I can explain this to 
everyone. 
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c. The first question we need to ask 
is: what kind of baptism is John 
talking about here? 

i. If you have been baptized before, you 
know that baptism is a public 
declaration of your faith and belief in 
Jesus Christ and what he 
accomplished through His death and 
resurrection for you. 

• And Jesus did not institute the practice of 
baptism for the church until after he went 
to the cross and was raised from the dead… 
1. It was then that he commanded the 

church to go make disciples of all 
nations and baptize them in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

• And so, John, here, is calling people to 
baptism before Jesus had executed the 
saving work of the Gospel.  
1. So, what baptism is John talking about 

here and is it different than the baptism 
that we practice today? 

ii. Well, I think the best way to answer 
this question is to put yourself in the 
shoes of the Jews that John would be 
preaching to. 

• Here is this guy, who is coming out of the 
wilderness where he has been living for a 
couple of decades, as the OT prophesies, 
and he is telling you to prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah through baptism.  
1. And the question is: How would have the 

Jews interpreted what John was telling 
them to do? 
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• Well, baptism was a common practice at 
the time, but it was in the form of what is 
called Proselyte Baptism.  

• Proselyte Baptism was a part of the criteria 
if a Gentile (a non-Jew) wanted to become 
Jewish and take on the Jewish faith.  

• There were three things a gentile would 
have to do to convert to Judaism during 
this time.  
1. He would have to confess belief in 

Jewish teachings.  
2. He would have to be circumcised, which 

was the covenant sign of being part of 
God’s people.  

3. And he would have to be baptized…or 
rather…dunked in water.  

• And the reason for this is because as a 
Gentile, he was considered to be unclean 
and before he could become a part of the 
people of God, he had to be washed. 

iii. So, again, put yourself in the shoes of 
a devout Jew…who has sought to 
follow the Law…including all the 
cleanliness laws…who performs all the 
rituals…goes to all the feasts…has 
memorized the Torah… 

• And John the Baptist, this guy who has 
been living in the wilderness, is saying that 
you need to be baptized.  
1. In other words…you are unclean.  
2. And need to be washed in the same way 

that a Gentile non-believer who has not 
been following the law, and hasn’t been 
keeping the rituals, and has never even 
read the Torah before. 

3. You need to be washed in the same way 
that they need to be washed. 
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• How’s that going to go down? 
d. See, when we think of religion in 

our world…you could lump most of 
the entire world into one of two 
categories… 

i. On one hand, you have what I am 
going to call your Lawkeepers. 

• These are the people, no matter what 
religion or belief system they follow…they 
are devout, they adhere to some sort of 
standard of living, and they believe that if 
they are faithful to this law or standard of 
living…that they will earn favor with their 
god.  
1. Islam – Obey the will of Alah. And you 

will be judged by your good and bad 
deeds.  

2. Buddhism – Follow the path and do 
good deeds to achieve rebirth and 
eventually nirvana.  

3. Hinduism – Live according to dharma 
and you will achieve better karma and 
eventually nirvana. 

4. Mormonism – Complete the saving 
ordinances to reach heaven. 

5. Jehovah’s Witnesses – Join their society, 
follow the rules and standards set forth 
by the Watchtower, and you’ll have 
eternal life.  

6. This is many, many Christians – Read 
your Bible everyday, go to church every 
Sunday, watch what comes out of your 
mouth, keep yourself pure…and God will 
approve of you.  
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7. This was the people of God in the Old 
Testament and at this time in Luke when 
John the Baptist came on the scene – 
Follow the law, go to the feast, 
memorize the Torah – and you will have 
the favor of God.  

• The Lawkeepers. It’s a very simple formula. 
There is law. I am able, through hard work, 
to keep that Law. It won’t be easy. But, if I 
do, God will give me salvation.  
1. Picture this…it’s like if you and God were 

very far apart and there was a road that 
connected you and God.  

2. The Lawkeepers view of the road is that 
it is filled with huge mountains to climb 
and deep valleys to descend in order to 
get to God.  

3. Laws, traditions, ordinances, rituals, 
standards…you got to go up and down 
them to get to God.  

4. And with hard work, it’s possible.  
ii. But on the other hand, you have the 

Lawbreakers.  
• And of course, the Lawkeepers see 

themselves as better and more worthy of 
God than the Lawbreakers.  

• The Lawbreakers are those who don’t live 
according to any sort of morality.  
1. They lie. They cheat. They defraud 

others. They’re unfaithful.  
2. It’s all the people that our society and all 

the religious people would say are bad.  
3. The people who did not keep 

themselves pure.  
4. The people who have filthy mouths.  
5. The people who have no respect for 

laws. 
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6. The people who are messed up.  
7. People who, even if they wanted to 

clean their life up, they feel stuck. 
8. They could never fathom that God 

would accept them. 
• And if there was a road connecting them to 

God, it would be a rough and crooked road.  
1. A road full of potholes, obstacles, trees 

that have fallen across it.  
2. A road that is cooked, taking all kinds of 

detours.  
3. As you travel down that road, it almost 

feels like you’re getting farther away 
from God than closer to Him. 

iii. See, the lawkeepers are the strong 
ones who climb mountains and 
traverse valleys and the lawbreakers 
get tripped up and make no progress 
toward God.  

• Right? Isn’t that they way it works. The 
lawkeepers are closer to God than the 
lawbreakers.  

• Isn’t that how religion works? 
• I’m a pastor standing on this stage. I have a 

Masters of Divinity. I know a lot about the 
Bible.  
1. Aren’t I closer to God than many of you, 

who are not clergy, or didn’t go to 
seminary? 

2. Clearly, my title of pastor means I can 
climb those mountains and traverse 
those valleys better and faster than 
most.  

3. Because that’s how religion works, right? 
4. That’s what God values, right?  
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e. So, who is this guy, who has been 
living in the wilderness, and is 
calling upon everyone, both the 
lawkeepers and the lawbreakers, 
the religious professionals and all 
those sinners, to be baptized? 

i. And not just any baptism, a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins? 

ii. John was announcing, that with the 
coming of the Messiah, was a new 
order.  

• What the Bible calls a new covenant.  
• The old temporary covenant of the Law 

was passing away and this Messiah was 
bringing New Covenant. 

iii. And this New Covenant says that 
what the purpose of the Old 
Covenant..the purpose of the law…was 
to prove that we are all Lawbreakers.  

• There is not one of us who is a Lawkeeper.  
• Who is strong enough to make our own 

way to God. 
• Who can climb those moutains.  
• And whether we view ourselves as a 

Lawkeeper or a Lawbreaker, there is now 
only one way to God.  
1. And that is through repentance for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 
2. What is repentance. Turning away from 

your current way of life, changing your 
mind about God, and doing something 
different. 
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iv. For the Lawkeepers…for the Jews at 
the time…it meant having the humility 
to go and be baptized…and confess: 

• “I’m wrong! I have not perfectly kept this 
law. I am unclean. And trying harder to 
keep this law and climb these mountains is 
not going to get me closer to God. I need 
help. I need forgiveness.” 

v. For the Lawbreaker…it meant 
recognizing the righteousness of God 
and the wickedness of their ways...and 
confess: 

• “I’m wrong. And I have no excuse. No one is 
to blame but me. I have sinned against a 
holy God. My way is the wrong way. I need 
help. I need forgiveness.” 

f. And our text this morning tells us, 
that this baptism of repentance 
that John was offering…would 
prepare the way for the Messiah.  

i. Because, what will the Messiah do? 
• Read v.5-6. 

ii. When we humble ourselves before 
God…I don’t care if you’re the pope or 
sitting on death row…or anywhere in 
between. I don’t care if you’re an 
addict or the most straight edge 
person this world has seen.  

• When we humble ourselves and have the 
humility to say…I need help. I need 
forgiveness. The road is to treacherous. The 
mountains are too high. The valley is too 
low. The way is too crooked. 
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1. We prepare the way for the Lord. The 
valleys are filled. The mountains are 
lowered. The crooked path becomes 
straight. 

iii. And Jesus applies all of his saving 
work to you, specifically and 
individually.  

• Jesus came to take your sin. All of the 
crooked way and potholes. And to 
straighten them out by dying on the cross 
in your place.  

• Jesus came to fulfill the law. To live a 
righteous life that was perfectly pleasing to 
God. To climb those mountains for you. 
And He credits His life of lawkeeping to 
your life of lawbreaking, lowering the 
mountains and filling the valleys.  

• Jesus came to not only forgive you and to 
become the way that we get to God…but 
he also came to transform you, to sanctify 
you, to make you a new person and a new 
creation.  

iv. And this is available, as v.6 of our text 
says, to all flesh. 

• Not just the religious elite. Not just the 
lawkeepers. But it is available to everyone.  

• But we must prepare the way of the Lord 
by humbling ourselves and confessing our 
need for Jesus to save us. 
1. Because we cannot do it.  
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V. CONCLUSION 
a. And so, this morning, I’m curious 

who in here is tired of the religious 
way…where we pretend we’re 
always right and never admit when 
we’re wrong.  

i. Or who in here feels like a 
Lawbreaker…that they have messed 
up their life way too much to be right 
with God.   

ii. Jesus says in John 14:6 – “6 I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 

• No amount of lawkeeping and good deeds 
will get you to the Father without Jesus. 

• And no amount of lawbreaking and sin is 
too much for Jesus to overcome. 

• So, if you fit into one of those two 
categories, hear me say to you this 
morning, that you need to come to Jesus. 

• Today.  
iii. You need to confess to Jesus that you 

cannot be right with God all by 
yourself and that you need help, you 
need a Savior.  

• And you need to confess that you believe 
that the only, exclusive way to be made 
right with God is through Jesus.  
1. And the righteous life that He lived. 
2. The death on the cross that He died.  
3. And His resurrection that gives us new 

life.  
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• No other religion or belief system will do 
it…because we don’t need law…we need a 
Savior. 

iv. And when we humble ourselves 
before God and call upon Jesus to 
save us, he straightens and levels our 
path to God.  

• Will today be the day that you cry out to 
Jesus to save you? 

b. You know, on February 9, we are 
going to be doing baptisms here at 
Grace Hill during our service.  

i. Today, God commands those whom 
Jesus saves to be baptized as a public 
proclamation of something that has 
already occurred. 

• It symbolizes how Jesus has washed all of 
our sin away.  

• And it is a wonderful celebration of the 
saving work of Christ.  

ii. And so, it is my prayer this morning 
that there would be people in this 
room this morning who will come to 
Jesus for the first time today and be 
baptized on February 9. 

• And if right now, your feeling like the Lord 
is tugging on your heart…don’t fight him. 
Listen to what he has to say.  

• This could be you.  
iii. So, I am going to pray. And this 

morning, if you need to cry out to 
Jesus for the first time, I invite you to 
pray along with me in your heart. 

• I want to lead you in a prayer of calling 
upon Jesus to be your Savior.  
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• And after, maybe during worship, during 
our time of communion, or after the service 
would you come up and tell me.  
1. I would love to walk you through what it 

means to now follow Jesus.  

VI. PRAY 


