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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. I’m not sure of any of you know 
who Joshua Harris is.  

i. Josh Harris is a former pastor of a 
church here in the DC area. 

• And Josh became very well-known in 
Christian circles because in 1997, when he 
was just 22 years old, he authored a book 
that sold over a million copies.  
1. The book was called “I Kissed Dating 

Goodbye.” 
ii. And in this book, Josh Harris attempts 

to argue for a biblical sexual ethic and 
in doing so, he proposes that 
Christians abandon the practice of 
“dating” and instead practice 
“courtship.” 

• Now, this book was very widely read within 
the church and many say that it impacted a 
generation of young Christians and their 
view of God and their view of sexuality.  

• Josh’s intent in the book was to encourage 
a generation to follow the wisdom and 
commands of God’s Word in how they 
thought about dating and sexuality. 

iii. But as that generation has grown up, 
people began to realize, even Joshua 
Harris himself began to realize, that 
there was a problem in the book.   

• The problem wasn’t the sexual ethics that 
the book proposes.  

• The problem was the unintentional view of 
God the book gave its readers. 
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iv. The first chapter of the book opens 
with this story of a dream…this young 
lady is dreaming about her wedding 
day. 

• It’s picture perfect and she’s so excited.  
• But as her husband to be is reciting his 

vows to her in the dream…(allow me to 
quote from the book…) 
1. “A girl stood up in the middle of the 

congregation, walked quietly to the altar, 
and took David’s other hand. Another 
girl approached and stood next to the 
first, followed by another. Soon, a chain 
of six girls stood by him as he repeated 
his vows to Anna.  
Anna felt her lip begin to quiver as tears 
welled up in her eyes. “Is this some kind 
of joke?” she whispered to David.  
“I’m...I’m sorry, Anna,” he said, staring at 
the floor.  
“Who are these girls, David? What is 
going on?” she gasped.  
“They’re girls from my past,” he 
answered sadly. “Anna, they don’t mean 
anything to me now...but I’ve given part 
of my heart to each of them.”  
“I thought your heart was mine,” she 
said. 
“It is, it is,” he pleaded. “Everything that’s 
left is yours.” 
A tear rolled down Anna’s cheek. Then 
she woke up.” 

• See, this book sought to encourage a 
generation toward sexual purity that would 
wait till marriage.  
1. A very good and biblical pursuit.  
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• However, the book presents this idea of 
sexual purity as something that belongs to 
you when you are born and it can be 
completely lost, forever, in one moment, in 
one relationship, in one decision.  
1. And that if you lose it…you’ll regret it for 

the rest of your life…God will still love 
you, but He’ll disappointed in you.  

2. You’ll enter a different class of Christian.  
3. There are the Christians who kept their 

purity.  
4. And then there are Christians who didn’t. 

And although God forgives them, they’ll 
always have this burden of shame 
because of that one decision.   

5. They messed up. Their wedding day will 
have asterisks next to it.  

6. They could never be made completely 
new again.  

7. They were now stained.  
• Now, the book does not explicitly say that, 

but it leaves the reader with this view of 
God lodged in their heart. 

b. And this morning, what I want to 
talk about is that there are 
consequences to theology.  

i. What’s theology? The study of God.  
• How we organize what we believe and think 

about God.  
• We are all theologians. We all have 

thoughts about God.  
1. And there are consequences (good and 

bad) to our theology.  
2. IT MATTERS BIG TIME.  
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ii. Our view of God has massive 
implications in our lives.  

• And if we have a view of God that is NOT 
true. 
1. Even if that view of God is just slightly 

off. 
2. It can have devastating effects to our joy 

and our faith.  
• I find it interesting that the author of that 

book, Josh Harris, has not only taken that 
book out of publication…but has also 
walked away from the faith.  
1. His intention in writing the book was a 

good one. 
2. But when our view of God is off…there 

are massive implications in our lives and 
in our faith.  
 

II. LUKE 2:39-52 
a. And so, this morning, as we 

continue in our study of the Gospel 
of Luke, I want to talk about the 
consequences of theology.  

i. Since the beginning of December, we 
have been working our way through 
the Gospel of Luke.  

• So far, we have read about the birth of 
John the Baptist and Jesus.  

• Last week, we studied the account of Mary 
and Joseph taking Jesus to the temple as 
an infant to be consecrated to the Lord.   

• And this morning, we come to the only 
account in the Bible of Jesus when he was 
just a little boy.  
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ii. And in this account that we are going 
to read, we are going to be forced to 
do some theology, to organize our 
thoughts about who Jesus really is.  

• So, we want to answer the question “who is 
Jesus” and then figure out what the 
implications are of that theology in our 
lives. 

b. Read Luke 2:39-52 
i. Now, let’s imagine that you had a 

twelve year old son.  
• And your entire extended family traveled to 

Disney World.  
1. Everyone was there. Grandparents. 

Uncles. Aunts. Cousins. 
2. It was an entire caravan of people like 

here in Luke.  
• And you spend seven days at Disney 

World.  
1. Here in the text, they went down to 

celebrate Passover and the Feast of the 
Unleavened Bread. So, if they stayed the 
whole time, it would have been about 
seven days.  

• And after the seven days was complete, 
you all get packed up, there is chaos 
getting everything ready to go for the long 
trek home…and you, as parents, assume 
that your son is included in this massive 
entourage of family as you begin to leave.  
1. Your driving home. It’s a long drive. It’s 

getting dark out. So you stop to get 
some dinner.  

2. And as your sitting down at the 
restaurant with all the family. 

3. You can’t find your son. 
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4. You starting thinking about it. “You 
know, I actually haven’t seen my son all 
day.” 

5. You start asking around. “Hey, have any 
of you seen our son?” 

6. And, it dawns on you: “he’s not here!” 
• Panic moment, right!?! 

1. And you jump in the car and race back 
to Disney World. You call the authorities. 
You begin the search for your son. 

2. And three days goes by from when you 
first realized you were missing your son.  

• And your back at Disney World searching, 
and you eventually find him… 
1. At the new Star Wars Galaxy’s Edge 

experience, of course.  
2. And your son looks at you and goes… 
3. Chill mom…chill dad...why would you 

assume that I was anywhere else but 
here?!? 

4. How would you respond?!? 
ii. Right, if this happened to you, there 

would be so many questions about 
who is responsible.  

• Of course, as parents, you would feel sick to 
your stomach that you left your son behind 
and didn’t account for him before you left! 

• And of course, you would probably be 
furious at your son for deliberately staying 
behind and not understanding why it wasn’t 
okay for him to do that! 

iii. But in our text this morning, Mary’s 
response to this situation is that she is 
left perplexed and treasuring the 
whole experience in her heart.  
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c. There is tension in this text 
because Jesus is not just an 
ordinary boy…and Mary knows this. 

i. On one hand, Jesus is 100% human.  
• Our text this morning talks about who 

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature.  
1. Growth implies that he was in a process. 

There was a day where he had less 
wisdom and he grew in that wisdom.  

2. He also was a child, with child-like 
tendencies, and expected immaturities 
and he grew. 

• Even Hebrews 4 talks about how Jesus, as 
a child and an adult, because he was 100% 
human, can sympathize with our 
weaknesses and has been tempted in every 
way that we have been tempted.  

ii. But, on the other hand at the exact 
same time, Jesus is 100% God…He is 
divine. 

• Even as an infant…even as a 12-year-old 
boy…Jesus was God wrapped in human 
flesh.’ 
1. This is what Colossians 1:15-19 says about 

Jesus: 
2. “15 He is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him 
all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 17 And he is 
before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be 
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preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell…” 

• And Mary knew this about Jesus. 
1. Because when the angel appeared to 

Mary to tell her that she was going to 
conceive Jesus, she was told that she 
would conceive Jesus by the Holy Spirit.  

2. Luke 1:35 - “35 And the angel answered 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God.” 

• Mary conceived Jesus as a virgin, angels 
appeared at His birth, and prophets started 
showing up saying that He was the Messiah.  

iii. So, here is the tension in our text this 
morning and the tension within Mary’s 
heart.  

• Her 12-year-old boy…is just a 12-year-old 
boy.  
1. She has nursed him.  
2. She taught Him to walk. 
3. He has cried. Scrapped his knees. Threw 

his food off the tray. And learned to talk. 
4. It wasn’t like Jesus came out of the 

womb controlling the weather and 
walking on water.  

• But at the very same time, her 12-year-old 
boy is the Almighty, Sovereign, God who 
has always been, no beginning and will 
have no end, the very one who created all 
things with His Word.  
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iv. And so, in that moment, when Mary 
finds Jesus in the temple, making 
quite an impression on the 
teachers…she is perplexed.  

• The mother in her wanted to scold Jesus 
for staying behind and blame herself for 
leaving him.  

• The woman of God in her wants to fall on 
her knees in worship.  

v. There is a tension in this text. There is 
a tension in the Bible.  

• Jesus is 100% God and He is 100% Man. 
1. His divinity does not take anything away 

from his humanity.  
2. And His humanity does not take 

anything away from His divinity.  
3. Jesus is not gray. 
4. He’s not a blend of God and man.  
5. He’s not part God and part man. 
6. He is God. He is man. 

d. And we have a hard time with 
theology like this because we can’t 
fully understand it.  

i. We want all of our theology, all of the 
aspects of our faith, to be something 
where we can connect all the dots in 
our head… 

• And if there is anything mysterious about 
God that we can’t fully reconcile in our 
head, we have a hard time with that.  

ii. You know, my wife loves watching 
movies.  

• And I, not so much.  
1. I like a good movie. But she is always up 

for watching a movie and I am hit or 
miss.  
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• And sometimes, my wife gets frustrated 
with me after we watch a movie because I 
have a tendency to make critical comments 
about the movie we just watched.  

• And I remember when we went to go see 
the movie Inception.  
1. You know, the Leonardo DeCaprio 

movie that came out in 2010.  
2. It’s about these guys that have this 

machine that lets you go into someone’s 
dreams… 

3. I don’t know…I didn’t like it.  
4. But she loved it! 
5. And the reason I didn’t like it was 

because they never explained how this 
machine works that allows you to get 
into some dream.  

6. And because they never explained 
it…they lost me for the whole movie…I 
couldn’t move on. 

7. This machine was illogical to me! 
8. All of which I explained to Kim and 

ruined all the fun.  
iii. But it is the same way with theology.  

• We read some things in the Bible about 
God that we can’t fully understand in our 
minds…and therefore, we can’t move on.  
1. Jesus is 100% God and 100% Man. That 

makes no sense. How can that be. 
2. How can God be one…but exist in three 

persons…the trinity…I don’t understand.  
3. How can the Bible be written by human 

authors in their voice through their 
experience…and yet be fully inspired by 
the Holy Spirit…I don’t understand.  
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4. How can God be sovereign and control 
all things and at the same time allow evil 
and bad things to happen? 

5. And the questions continue… 
• See, we want to be able to have command 

over what the Bible says about God and we 
expect that the Bible and theology must 
meet the standard of what makes sense in 
our minds.  
1. But the Scripture does not afford us the 

privilege of being able to stand over the 
Bible and approve/reject what it has to 
say about God.  

2. The very idea of faith is the idea that we 
sit under the Bible and we submit to 
what it says about God.  

3. And we humbly admit that our finite 
minds could not possibly comprehend 
and connect every dot of an infinite God. 

e. And so, our text, this morning, 
demands that we live inside of the 
same tension that Mary felt. 

i. That Jesus is 100% God and 100% 
Man.  

• Any theology that says otherwise is wrong.  
• And when we change our theology from 

what the Bible tells us because we’re trying 
to force God into what our minds can 
understand…there are massive implications. 
1. Our theology cannot come from our gut. 

It cannot come from feeling. It cannot 
come from what our minds approve of.  

2. It must come from the revelation that 
God has given us about Himself…the 
Scriptures. 

3. Because there are always consequences 
to theology.  
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III. IMPLICATIONS OF CHALCEDONIAN 
CHRISTOLOGY 
a. So, let’s talk about it…what are the 

down-on-the-ground, real world 
implications of veering away from 
a theology that says Jesus is 100% 
God and 100% Man? 

i. What would happen, if we said that 
Jesus was not actually fully God? 

• You know, that the fact that he was a baby, 
and a growing boy, and he faced 
temptation, and he experienced emotion, 
and he had a body that could be 
harmed….means that he was not fully God.  
1. You know, maybe he had divine qualities 

or a divine Spirit, but no way Jesus was 
fully God. 

• Now, the Bible clearly says to us that Jesus 
is God Himself and all things were created 
through Him. But, let’s just think about the 
implications if we were to reject what the 
Bible says here and take away some of the 
divinity of Jesus. 
1. If you take away the divinity of Jesus 

then you take away the fact that Jesus, 
is Emmanuel. God with us.  

2. You take away the fact that although we 
have sinned against God, although this 
world is fallen, although we are 
separated from God…that God Himself 
has pursued us.  

3. That he didn’t wait for us to pursue Him 
and somehow find a way to purify 
ourselves. 

4. He came after us while we were still 
sinners.  
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5. Jesus is God. And that means that God 
came to not only be with us, but to give 
of Himself to save us.  

6. If you take away the divinity of Jesus, 
you take away God’s supreme 
expression of love! 

7. Almighty God has come to be with us 
and to save us.  

8. Take away Jesus divinity, and you take 
away the fact that we have a God who 
although He is holy and righteous…He 
has drawn near to us. 

• You see the implications of that theology.  
1. You take away the divinity of 

Jesus…then God has gone from 
someone who has drawn near to us out 
of love to someone who has stayed far 
away from us.  

ii. What would happen if we were to say 
that Jesus wasn’t fully human? 

• That because he is indeed God, he cannot 
be fully human. He is like a super-human, 
with super-powers. 
1. He’s not like us. He doesn’t experience 

what we experience. He’s God! 
2. He can rebuke the wind. Raise people 

from the dead. Heal the sick. Win every 
fishing competition.  

3. He’s not a human like we are a human. 
• If you take away the humanity of Jesus, 

then you take away Jesus’ ability to stand 
in our place as our substitute and conquer 
sin and death on our behalf. 
1. Hebrews 2:14-17 (NLT) – “14 Because 

God’s children are human beings—made 
of flesh and blood—the Son also became 
flesh and blood. For only as a human 
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being could he die, and only by dying 
could he break the power of the devil, 
who had the power of death. 15 Only in 
this way could he set free all who have 
lived their lives as slaves to the fear of 
dying.  
16 We also know that the Son did not 
come to help angels; he came to help 
the descendants of Abraham. 
17 Therefore, it was necessary for him to 
be made in every respect like us, his 
brothers and sisters, so that he could be 
our merciful and faithful High Priest 
before God. Then he could offer a 
sacrifice that would take away the sins 
of the people.” 

• If Jesus is not a human, then Jesus is not 
our mediator. He cannot stand before us 
and God and redeem us.  
1. Yes, the divinity of Jesus shows us that 

God has drawn near to us. 
2. And the humanity of Jesus shows us 

that we are far apart from God and we 
need a mediator to reconcile us to God.  

iii. See, the fact that Jesus is both God 
and man, allows Jesus, because He is 
God, to be the perfect sacrifice to 
conquer sin, and because he is human, 
to allow that sacrifice to apply to us. 

• This is what the Bible teaches. And if we 
decide to change that theology simply 
because our minds cannot have command 
over divine, infinite realities…then we reject 
the gospel!  

• And so, we must live with the tension just 
like Mary had to live with the tension when 
it comes to Jesus.  
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IV. IMPLICATIONS OF A GOD WHO IS 
HOLY & MERCIFUL 
a. And this tension with Jesus is part 

of a broader tension that we see 
with God in all of the Scriptures. 
We serve a God who is both near 
and far. 

i. On one hand God is far away from us. 
He is holy. He is righteous. He cannot 
be in the presence of sin. 

• All power and authority belongs to Him. No 
one can challenge Him. No one can find any 
fault in Him. All his judgements are right. 
And He is the creator of the universe.  
1. So, Psalm 144:3-4 (NLT) is appropriate – 

“3 O Lord, what are human beings that 
you should notice them, mere mortals 
that you should think about them? 4 For 
they are like a breath of air; their days 
are like a passing shadow.” 

• And so, the Scriptures present God as one 
that we must fear. 
1. In comparison to God, we are like a tiny 

little ant.  
2. We have no say when it comes to how 

God runs the universe. We have no say 
over what His Word says.  

3. And God demands holiness and 
obedience from us as His creation.  

• And when we understand the 
transcendence and the holiness of God, 
there is no response to our own sin…other 
than mournful repentance, getting on our 
face in sorrow, acknowledging the 
seriousness of sinning against a holy God.  
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1. Making no excuses. What argument, 
could we as mere humans make against 
the God of the universe.  

ii. And on the other hand, God has 
drawn near to us. He is merciful. 
Gracious. Loving. Gentle.  

• He has made a way, at His own expense, 
where our sin could be forgiven, where we 
could be welcomed into His family, where 
we could be made completely new. 

• Jesus, the Son of God… 
1. took our sin upon Himself 
2. endured the holy, righteous, wrath of 

God against our sin 
3. took on death 
4. So, that all who call upon Jesus as their 

savior would not have to 
5. And could be reconciled to a holy God. 

b. But we must understand that God’s 
holiness does not take anything 
away from his graciousness. And 
God’s graciousness does take 
anything away from His holiness.  

i. See, there are many who want to 
emphasize the grace and nearness of 
God over His holiness. And there are 
consequences to that theology.  

• There are some who say because of God’s 
graciousness that the Christian does not 
need to bother with things like repentance 
and confession.  
1. In fact, to acknowledge sin, to confess 

sin, to confront someone on sin…is just 
shaming the person. 

• But God is holy and He hates sin.  



 17 

1. And we are commanded to confess our 
sin, repent of our sin, to make war 
against our sin. To take our sin seriously.  

2. Not minimize it.  
• When we minimize the holiness of God, we 

minimize our sin…and that is blasphemous.  
1. God demands repentance.  
2. Which is the acknowledgment of our sin 

and actively turning away from it. 
ii. But at the same time, there are many 

who want to emphasize the holiness 
of God over the grace of God. And 
there are consequences to that 
theology as well.  

• Similar to the consequences that the book I 
mentioned in the beginning had. 
1. We get a view of God that is so angry 

and so disappointed at our sin, that we 
are forever stained. 

2. We get a view of God where we feel the 
need to ratchet up our religion, our 
rituals, our spiritual disciplines to prove 
to God that we’re devout.  

3. That we have work to do in order to be 
reconciled with God.  

• Even though we might confess the cross, 
we have no faith in the cross that it can 
literally wash all of our stains away. 
1. We miss the fact that we do not have to 

work to be made right with God and 
welcomed into His family, we simply 
have to have faith in Jesus.  

iii. And brothers and sisters, this is the 
Christian life…repentance AND faith. 

• Submitting to the holiness of God in 
repentance and having faith in the 
graciousness of God in Christ.  
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c. And here’s why this is good news 
to us today.  

i. The holiness of God causes us to take 
our sin, our struggles, our 
shortcomings and put it on the table.  

• To acknowledge it. To call it what it is. 
• To say that, that is sin against a holy and 

just God and that demands payment.  
• God is a just God and He does not allow 

any sin by any person to go undealt with.  
ii. And the graciousness of God, to those 

who call upon Jesus as their Savior, 
comes in and deals with that sin 
through the cross.  

iii. But see, when we only emphasize 
God’s holiness… 

• It causes us to put sin on the table. It causes 
us to feel the guilt and shame of sinning 
against a holy God.  

• But how do I deal with it? I guess I must 
figure out a way to prove myself religious 
enough so the good in me outweighs the 
bad.  

• And what’s the consequences of that 
theology? 
1. Your left feeling ashamed and hated by 

a God who is far away.  
iv. But when we only emphasize the 

graciousness of God… 
• It causes us to not see the need to put our 

sin on the table.  
• Actually, I’ve heard people say that it is 

unhealthy to do things like acknowledge sin 
and seek to repent. 
1. And so, what we do instead is we sweep 

all of that sin under the rug.   
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2. We pretend it didn’t happen.  
3. We blame shift to other people.  
4. We stuff all of that guilt/shame and 

pretend everything is fine.  
5. We pretend that we are someone that 

we not.  
6. We are fakes! Inauthentic, religiously 

proud, fakes! 
• And then we wonder why joy in Christ is so 

elusive.  
1. We wonder why these issues keep 

popping up.  
2. We become embittered against God and 

other people.  
3. These are consequences to our 

theology.  
v. But God is holy AND He is gracious.  

• He calls us to put sin on the table so He can 
deal with it, make US new, and wash our 
stains away through Christ.  
1. God doesn’t want to sweep things under 

the rug.  
2. He doesn’t want you to pretend 

anymore.  
3. He doesn’t want you to live in bitterness 

and shame.  
vi. He wants you to take your sin 

seriously, confess it, and let His 
graciousness deal with it.  

d. And so, as we close this morning, I 
want all of us to ask the 
question…what are the 
consequences to my theology? 

i. Do I have a skewed view of God and 
how might that be impacting my life? 
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• Because there are real implications to our 
theology.  

• And Grace Hill, if I can be honest with you…I 
have heard both sides of this tension here.  
1. People who emphasize the holiness of 

God over his grace.  
2. And people who emphasize the grace of 

God over His holiness.  
• And just like Mary had to live in the tension 

of her Son being both God and man, we 
need to live in the tension of having a God 
who is holy and gracious at the same time.  

e. And if you’re here and you are not 
a follower of Jesus.  

i. You’re a theologian as well…you have 
thoughts about God.  

• And there are consequences to your 
theology. 

ii. And I today I want you to know that 
you can be made right with a holy and 
just God because He has drawn near 
through Jesus and has dealt with our 
sin.  

• You just have to call upon Him as your 
Savior.  

• And we would love to answer your 
questions and help you along your journey 
to knowing and believing in Jesus. 

 
V. PRAY 


