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I. OUR COMMON NEED 

a. That lyric that we just sang… 
i. O come, desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease 
And be Thyself our King of peace 

b. Isn’t that something we all long 
for? 

i. That somehow and someway, 
everything that divides us would 
come to an end.  

• That all the political junk in our country 
would just stop.   

• That things like racism and sexism would 
stop. 

• That conflict even within our family would 
stop.  

• That the conflict in our office, or amongst 
our friends, or in the church…would stop! 

ii. That everything that divides would 
cease. 

c. But, I have a question…what is the 
cure to division? 

i. Well, let me tell you a story…and if 
you’ve been coming to Grace Hill, this 
is a story you have heard me tell 
before… 

• Tell Story. 
• Two groups of people. Divided by: 

1. Language, Culture, Economics, 
Education. 

2. Until the earthquake hit… 
3. All of the sudden they were the 

same…sharing food, water, shelter, etc… 
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• It took us two weeks to get those kids off 
that island and we had to charter a boat 
and a plane to make it happen… 
1. And I’ll never forget flying down to Fort 

Pierce, FL… 
2. And as I was debriefing the team…how 

they told me in the midst of how 
horrifying this experience was, what 
gave them joy was the unity and the 
connection they now felt with the 
people of Percin.  

ii. What is the cure to division? 
• Having a common need. 
• See when you have a common need like our 

team and the people of Percin had, all 
divisions melt away, because at the end of 
the day, you’re the same.  

• No one is superior, no one is inferior.  
iii. And I believe that all of us as humanity 

have a common need. And I believe 
there is one solution to that common 
need. And if we would all humbly 
accept that common need and look to 
the one solution, all divisions would 
cease.  

d. Here is what I think our common 
need is…(my opinion) 

i. I think we all need a solution to our 
shame. 

• What I mean by shame is this gut feeling, 
this consistent voice in our head that 
says…you are not the person you ought to 
be….you could be way better. 
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• Most of us don’t like who we are…and we 
wish we could change who we are.  
1. We don’t like our body and look. 
2. We don’t like our habits. 
3. We wish we had more skills and talents.  
4. We wish we had better relationships. 
5. We wish we were more outgoing and 

bold. 
6. We wish we made more money. 
7. We wish we were passionate about 

good causes like all the people on 
Instagram. 

8. We wish we had a stronger faith like all 
the people at church. 

9. We wish we would exercise more, eat 
better, do more quiet times… 

• And on top of that most of us are carrying 
around stuff that we’re ashamed of.  
1. You know, it’s like the old saying: “Be 

kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a 
hard battle that you know nothing 
about.” 

2. Everyone is carrying around shame.  
3. Our souls are not healthy…and I think 

that is true of all of humanity…it is our 
common need.  

ii. And here’s the thing, we spend our 
lives trying to fix this.   

• So, we will spend our lives trying to be 
successful to cure this shame. 

• Or we’ll fight for good causes in hopes that 
all those good deeds will cure the shame. 

• Or we jump headfirst into being all about 
selfcare, or being healthy, or exercising, to 
try and boost our confidence and take 
better care of ourselves to get rid of this 
feeling of shame.  
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• And none of those things are wrong or 
bad…many of them are really good…but 
they are not the solution to our shame and 
they will not make our souls healthy.  

iii. In fact, what happens is, we feel even 
more ashamed of ourselves when 
these things don’t cure our 
shame…because we feel like complete 
failures 

• It perpetuates how much we hate 
ourselves.  

iv. And it actually causes more division… 
• Because what is at the heart of division? 
• Comparison. 

1. Either a feeling of being inferior to 
others and trying to get to their level. 

2. Or exerting your superiority upon others. 
• You can break down all division on those 

lines.   
1. And it is all fueled by shame.  
 

II.  LUKE 2:10-11 
a. And our common need is we need 

a cure for this…and I believe that 
when the angels announced the 
birth of Jesus to the shepherds in 
the field in Luke 2…they announced 
the cure.  

i. We read from Luke 2 earlier this 
evening and this is what those angels 
announced to those shepherds… 
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• Luke 2:10-11 – “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 

ii. The angels are announcing that this 
Savior, Jesus, is good news to all 
people and can bring great joy to all 
people.  

• These angels are saying that Jesus is the 
solution to our common need.  

• He is the earthquake that helps us see our 
that need and he Himself is the solution to 
that need. 

iii. It is Jesus who says in Matthew 11: 
• “28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 

• Rest for your soul. Forgiveness for where 
you’ve done wrong. A fresh start with 
purpose and meaning. Saving grace and 
mercy. A cure for your shame. 

• This is why we celebrate Christmas, 
because the coming of Jesus as our Savior 
is good news of great joy for all people 
because God has met our greatest and 
common need in Jesus. 

iv. But we have to come to Jesus with 
that need and look to him to meet 
that need.  
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III. RESPONSE 
a. And so, tonight, here is how I hope 

you’ll respond to this truth.  
i. For some of us, I hope this will be a 

reminder but for all of us, this is an 
invitation. 

b. For those of you here today who 
trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of 
your sins and the healing of your 
shame, I hope tonight is a reminder 
to you.  

i. You know in Luke 2 that we read 
earlier, after the angels appeared to 
the shepherds in the field, the 
shepherds quickly made their way to 
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.  

• And look at what they did in Luke 2:17-19… 
1. 17 And when they saw it, they made 

known the saying that had been told 
them concerning this child. 18 And all 
who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. 

• And as you are reminded tonight of why 
the birth of Jesus is good news of great joy, 
I pray that you’ll take time over the next 
week to treasure and ponder these things 
in your heart. 
1. That you will remember the solution to 

your shame, rest for your soul, true joy is 
only found in Jesus and you will look to 
Him for that and nothing else.  
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c. But for all of us, whether you 
believe in Jesus or not, I want to 
invite you on a journey towards 
understanding more fully how 
Jesus heals our shame.   

i. You know, if you go to the end of the 
Gospel of Luke, there is another 
announcement from an angel that 
Jesus is alive. 

• This time, an angel was announcing to a 
few women that Jesus had been raised 
again from the dead after he died on the 
cross.  
1. And, just like the shepherds, after the 

announcement these women ran to find 
the disciples to tell them about what the 
angel said.  

2. And look at the response of the disciples 
in Luke 24:11-12 – “11 but these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose 
and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home 
marveling at what had happened. 

ii. Now for some of us here, this whole 
Christmas story about Jesus and even 
everything I said about Him being the 
one solution to our common need as 
humanity might all seem like an idle 
tale to you.  

• But I encourage you, and I encourage all of 
us, to be like Peter.  

• To investigate. To look for ourselves. To see 
if Jesus really is good news of great joy for 
every single person on this planet.  
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d. So, I want to invite you to keep 
coming back to Grace Hill as we 
have just begun studying the 
Gospel of Luke, which is a historical 
record of the life and teachings of 
Jesus.  

i. This is the perfect time for you to 
explore, investigate, and discover how 
Jesus heals our shame, forgives our 
sin, gives us a fresh start, and is the 
one who will bring all of our divisions 
to an end.  

• Don’t dismiss it without taking a look for 
yourself.  
 

IV. PRAY 


