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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. Well, on April 28 of this year, we 
began a sermon series called KING 
JESUS.  

i. And it is November 10 today and we 
are on Pt. 23 and the final sermon of 
this series.  

b. And here is why I wanted to spend 
the better part of this year 
preaching on the fact that Jesus is 
our true King. 

i. It’s because your joy in life, your 
contentment in life, your sweet spot is 
found in submitting your whole life, 
holding nothing back, to Jesus as your 
King.  

• And I don’t know if you noticed, but I have 
been trying to pound that truth into our 
minds and our hearts every week.  
1. That your joy is found in following Jesus, 

all the way to the cross. 
2. Your joy is found in making Jesus the 

center of your story.  
3. Loving Jesus more than your money.  
4. Loving Jesus more than your career or 

aspirations.  
5. Loving Jesus more than the things of 

this world.  
6. Even loving Jesus more than your family 

and friends. 
• Because remember what we said all the 

way at the beginning… 
1. In love, God created you not to be the 

center of your story.  
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2. We are image bearers of God…created 
to bear His image, to live for Him and 
not ourselves.  

3. And that is our creative sweet spot.  
4. That is when we are living the purpose 

that we were truly designed for. 
 

II. FINISH THE MISSION 
a. And as we conclude this series, I 

want to make abundantly clear the 
purpose that your King in heaven 
has given your life as we wait for 
him to return.  

i. A purpose that if we prioritize this one 
thing, then we will live a life of joy. 

ii. Not a life without hardship, but indeed 
a life of joy.  

b. And in order to understand this 
purpose, we need to understand 
difference between the Kingdom of 
God and the Kingdom of this 
World. 

i. The Kingdom of God is where, 
obviously, God is King and the 
Kingdom of this world is where each 
individual think they are their own 
King. 

• And every single person, including 
everyone in this room, is born into this 
world as a citizen of the Kingdom of this 
world.  
1. They are born with a nature that is 

opposed to God.  
2. They are born believing that they are the 

King, the center, the master of their own 
life. 
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3. It’s what we call the fall. The world is 
broken and mankind is alienated from 
God. 

4. You don’t need to observe our world 
that long to understand that we are all 
self-centered and that there is 
overwhelming brokenness in this place.  

ii. But our God is a God of grace who 
wants to restore this broken place 
back to what He created it to be.  

• And so, He put together a divine rescue 
plan where He would send His Son, Jesus, 
to come and save us from our sin and 
change our citizenship from the Kingdom of 
this world to the Kingdom of God.  
1. So, the Kingdom of God is comprised of 

all those who have acknowledged how 
they have lived in sin rejecting God as 
King and trying to be their own King.   

2. And they have trusted in Christ for the 
forgiveness of their sins. 

3. Their relationship with God is healed and 
restored.  

4. And now, they are citizens of the 
Kingdom of God…and they now live their 
lives with Jesus as their King and no 
longer themselves.  

• And the Kingdom of this World is 
comprised of all those who continue to 
reject God and live with themselves as their 
King.   

iii. And over the last two weeks, we have 
been studying in the Bible that one 
day Jesus is going to return and he is 
going to eliminate the Kingdom of this 
World and he is going to establish in 
full the Kingdom of God.   
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• Two weeks ago, we studied Revelation 17-
19 and we read about how there will be a 
day where Jesus will return and he will 
judge and get rid of all that is sinful and 
unjust in this world.  

• And last week, Nick taught us from 
Revelation 20-21 about what God’s 
Kingdom will be like when it’s here in its 
fullness.  
1. We will have perfect peace. Perfect 

access to God. Perfect joy. No more sin. 
No more anxiety. No more stress. No 
more sorrow or pain. No more struggle. 

iv. And so, I want you to understand 
where we are today in God’s plan of 
redemption.  

• In the first coming of Jesus, Jesus makes a 
way for sinners like you and me to be 
forgiven of our sin and have our citizenship 
transferred from the Kingdom of this world 
to the Kingdom of God. 
1. If we have faith in what Jesus 

accomplished through the cross, the 
Bible tells us we become children of God 
and are promised a place in the 
Kingdom of God. 

• At the second coming of Jesus, that will all 
be finished and Jesus will establish the 
Kingdom of God in full and do away with 
the Kingdom of this world.  
1. So, we are in this space of time between 

the two advents of Christ. 
2. And in this space of time, it is possible 

for people to trust in Christ for the 
forgiveness of their sins, become a 
citizen of the Kingdom of God, and have 
the promise of eternity.  
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v. And understanding this is crucial to 
understanding what our purpose is. 
Both our purpose individually and 
corporately as a church.  

• The church is not a bunch of mini theaters 
where you enjoy some worship and a 
sermon.  

• The church is not a community services 
center.  

• The church is not a huddle of holy people 
who judge the world.  

vi. No, the church are these local groups 
of individuals who are citizens of 
God’s Kingdom and not the Kingdom 
of this world.  

• They trust in Jesus, they follow His Word, 
they commit to one another as they wait 
for Jesus to return.  
1. But these little local groups of people 

don’t just wait together, they have also 
been given a mission, a mandate from 
Jesus Himself, a purpose for this life as 
we wait for Jesus to return.  

2. It’s what we call the Great Commission 
• Read Matthew 28:18-20. 

1. Jesus is sending his church on a global 
mission.  

2. I want you to go to every corner of the 
Kingdom of this World and I want you to 
plant and establish embassies that 
represent the Kingdom of God. 
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3. I want there to be these outposts, called 
the church, all over the world with the 
mission of proclaiming the Gospel of 
God’s Kingdom and seeing people saved 
and transferred from the Kingdom of 
this world to the Kingdom of God…while 
there is still time before Jesus comes 
back! 

4. This is why in 2 Corinthians, we are 
called Ambassadors of Christ.  

• In fact, Jesus tells us that he is not going to 
return until this Gospel is proclaimed to 
every people group in the world.  
1. Read Matthew 24:14. 
2. God’s Kingdom will be comprised of 

people from every culture, every 
language, every people group in the 
world,  

3. Heaven will be the most diverse, multi-
cultural, multi-ethnic experience of your 
life.  

• Read Revelation 7:9-10. 
1. And so, as we read in Matthew 24, Christ 

is not going to come back until we fulfill 
the Great Commission of Matthew 28 
and this Gospel reaches all people 
groups in the world so that the vision of 
Revelation 7 will be a reality.  

vii. And the New Testament shows us that 
the way we will fulfill the Great 
Commission is through planting and 
establishing churches all over the 
world, in every neighborhood, on 
every street, that will act as Kingdom 
Embassies.  
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• Outposts comprised of Kingdom citizens 

who live with Jesus as their King, who have 
the hope of the Gospel inside of them, and 
seek to share that hope with their 
neighbors.  

c. If you are a follower of Jesus, this is 
your purpose and this is our 
purpose as a church! 

i. To be an embassy for the Kingdom of 
God. To proclaim the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God to Herndon and 
Northern Virginia and to work towards 
multiplying even more churches in our 
area and globally around the world. 

• This is why we support networks such as 
the New City Network that resources 
church plants here in metro DC. 

• The Summit Network – Nationally and 
Internationally. 

• Logan Douglas in Iceland. 
• Noah Joyner training Haitian Pastors from 

the DR.  
• And we hope to add even more.  

ii. This is why we hope that God will 
raise people up from within our 
congregation to plant a church or to 
be sent overseas as a missionary. 

• We have a part to play in finishing the 
mission that Jesus Himself has sent us on 
and even told us must be finished before 
He will return.  
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III. THREE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS  
a. And so, for the rest of our time this 

morning, I want to talk more about 
how we live this purpose out 
together as a church and also 
individually in our neighborhoods.  

i. Because Jesus has sent us each to our 
own neighborhoods and has sent 
Grace Hill Church to this area for the 
purpose of pushing the Gospel into 
dark places.  

• And whether we are doing that in our 
neighborhoods or we are doing that 
corporately as a church, there are three 
essential components to pushing the 
Gospel out to those who do not believe.  
1. And if we do not balance these three 

components, then we will not effectively 
fulfill this mission that God has given us.  

2. And I want to show you how if we get 
unbalanced with these three 
components then we will not accurately 
represent Jesus as King and His gospel.  

 

IV. ESSENTIAL COMPONENT #1 TO 
PUSHING THE GOSPEL OUT – 
KINGDOM PRESENCE. 
a. I’ll never forget several years ago I 

was attending a conference in 
Louisville, KY with about 8000 
other pastors.  
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i. The conference was about three days 
long filled with worship, lots of 
preaching, breakout sessions, and a 
lot of time to connect with others 
pastors, enjoy some good food, and 
hang out in the city.  

• It was the last day of the conference and a 
man named Al Mohler, who is the president 
of Southern Seminary, was praying to close 
the conference. 

• And in his prayer, he said something that 
really struck me… 
1. He prayed: “God, I pray that this city felt 

the warm presence of thousands of 
gospel people within its borders for the 
last few days.” 

• That prayer convicted me, because it made 
me ask: How have I represented Christ 
during my stay here in Louisville, KY. 
1. Sure, I was there for a pastor’s 

conference, but the thought never 
crossed my mind that this conference 
may have an impact on the city, hotel 
staff, restaurant staff, taxi drivers, etc… 

ii. But, what convicted me the most was 
that phrase…the warm presence…of a 
gospel people. 

• When I talk about our presence impacting 
the city, I am not talking about… 
1. A bunch of people cornering folks and 

awkwardly proselytizing them. 
2. Or making people feel guilty for their sin. 

• But more so, was our presence a warm 
presence? 
1. Did the city feel the impact of 8000 

people who have the fruits of the Spirit 
in them.  
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2. People who are loving, joyful, peaceful, 
patient, and kind. 

iii. And then I began to think about our 
church. 

• Is our church this kind of warm presence in 
our community? 

iv. And what about homes? 
• Are our homes a warm presence in our 

neighborhoods? 

b. In the book of Jeremiah, we read 
about the Babylonians invading 
Jerusalem and carrying off into 
exile thousands and thousands of 
God’s people. 

i. So, you have thousands of people who 
belong to God and their home is in the 
promised land, but they are now exiles 
living in Babylon.   

• They still belong to God, but they are no 
longer living in Jerusalem.  

ii. And in ch.29 of Jeremiah, God 
instructs Jeremiah, who is a prophet, 
to write a letter to these people living 
in Exile in order to give them 
instructions from the Lord.  

• These are instructions for how God’s people 
should live while they are in exile, living 
where they do not belong.  
1. Jeremiah 29:4-7 – “4 Thus says the Lord 

of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and 
live in them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and 
daughters; take wives for your sons, and 
give your daughters in marriage, that 
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they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 
7 But seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile, and pray to the 
Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you 
will find your welfare.” 

• God is saying, I know these people invaded 
your home, I know they kidnapped you and 
carried you off into exile…but I want you to 
be a warm presence in Babylon. 

• I want you to seek the welfare, work for the 
welfare, pray for the welfare of Babylon 
while you are there.  
1. Last week, Nick preached on the world 

SHALOM in the Bible. A word that really 
does not have an English equivalent. 

2. SHALOM is a kind holistic body, soul, 
and mind peace and joy. 

3. SHALOM is how the Bible describes the 
garden in the first chapter and the New 
Heavens and New Earth in the final 
chapters.  

4. And this word welfare here in our 
English Bible is an inadequate attempt 
to translate the word SHALOM.  

5. But the text here says to seek the 
SHALOM of Babylon.  

c. And as a church, this is our calling 
here in Herndon and Northern 
Virginia.  

i. That we would seek the SHALOM of 
our town. 

• This means where there are needs, we try 
to meet them.  

• Where there is injustice, we don’t ignore it.  
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• Where there is poverty and suffering, we 
show mercy. 

• This means that we don’t just focus on what 
is going on in this room on Sunday 
mornings, but we focus on how we can be a 
KINGDOM PRESENCE in this town.  

ii. To be a Kingdom Presence means we 
live our lives as if we are already in the 
Kingdom and we treat people and 
love people as if they are in the 
Kingdom.  

• We want our presence to give people a 
taste of God’s Kingdom here and now.  
1. Which means our conduct, and the way 

we treat people, and the way we care 
for people, and our patience, and our 
reasonableness, and our integrity is a big 
deal when it comes to our witness.  

iii. This is your calling in your 
neighborhood.  

• Is your house a Kingdom Presence to your 
neighbors? 

d. Sometimes I fear that churches and 
Christians get so focused on what 
is happening internally, that we 
have virtually no presence to those 
who don’t know Jesus.  

i. My prayer for Grace Hill is we would 
be one of those churches here in 
Herndon where people say: I don’t 
know if I agree with everything they 
preach, but those are the most warm, 
gracious, helpful, and caring people 
around here. 
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• Having that kind of presence in our town 
and in our neighborhoods is exactly what 
gives credibility to our message…which is 
our next component.  

 
V. ESSENTIAL COMPONENT #2 TO 

PUSHING THE GOSPEL OUT – 
FAITHFUL PROCLOMATION. 
a. Jesus was very clear in the Great 

Commission of Matthew 28 that He 
wants us to proclaim to the world 
what He taught us. 

i. In other words, Jesus is not looking to 
us to create original content. 

• Jesus is looking to us to be messengers 
who deliver the exact message that He 
gave us. 
1. The Gospel message of Jesus Christ that 

is to be proclaimed to all the world is: 
2. All of mankind has sinned against God 

and deserves his judgement.  
3. But, God in His grace and mercy sent His 

Son, Jesus, to rescue us from our sin.  
4. He went to the cross to pay for our sins 

and rose again from the dead to give us 
eternal life.  

5. And all who confess their sin and trust in 
Christ for their salvation will be saved 
and given eternal like in the Kingdom of 
God.  

ii. That is the message! And for some 
reason it is so tempting to change that 
message.  
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• We have a hard time with the concept of 
grace and want a Gospel message that 
gives us a little more control so we change 
the message to be more about our behavior 
than God’s grace.  
1. And, therefore, message we proclaim is 

moralism and not the grace and love of 
God.  

• Or sometimes we don’t like the idea that we 
are all sinners who deserve God’s 
judgement.  
1. That’s an offensive message that we 

don’t want to deliver or even have to 
apply to ourselves so we change the 
message to some kind of fluff where we 
talk about how Jesus will save everyone 
and there is nothing wrong with the 
world or anyone… 

iii. But in order to get the gospel out, we 
must faithfully proclaim the true 
Gospel message and not change it.  

• Paul speaks of this in 2 Corinthians 4 where 
he says in v.2 (NLT): 
1. “2 We reject all shameful deeds and 

underhanded methods. We don’t try to 
trick anyone or distort the word of God. 
We tell the truth before God, and all who 
are honest know this.” 

• The reason why it is critical that we are 
faithful to proclaim the true message of the 
gospel with our mouths is because God, in 
His wisdom, has decided to use us to get 
this message out.  
1. And this message of the Gospel is the 

power of God for salvation as Romans 
1:16 says. 

2. He uses this message to save people! 
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iv. And so, as a church, it is critical that 
we preach a faithful gospel and we do 
not stray for preaching a faithful 
gospel even when it is no longer 
culturally acceptable. 

• And all of us in our neighborhoods, our 
work places, our schools, and everywhere 
else where we build relationships with 
people, we have to understand that God 
has sovereignly positioned us to have 
relationships with people who do not know 
Christ so that they can hear this message. 
1. I’ve said this before and I’ll say it 

again…think of the enormity of God’s 
grace upon the life of your unbelieving 
neighbors and co-workers that God has 
placed them in close proximity to a 
citizen of His Kingdom who knows this 
Gospel Message.  

2. And how sad would it be if that message 
was never proclaimed where there is 
that kind of proximity.  

v. God has called us to use our mouths 
to proclaim this message to those in 
our path.  

b. But it is critical that we hold these 
first two essential components, 
presence and proclamation, in 
proper balance. 

i. It’s easy to be a church that wants to 
be a warm presence in the community 
or for us to want to be a warm 
presence in our neighborhoods…but 
be very timid and very slow to speak 
any sort of gospel message to people.  
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• And the reason why this imbalance is 
problematic is because we’re never actually 
loving our neighbors, we’re kind of 
pretending to love them.  

• If we really believe the Gospel and that 
there is salvation only found in Jesus and 
we never communicate that to our 
neighbors, but we focus more on having a 
warm presence… 
1. Then we probably are actually more 

concerned about our neighbor’s 
approval and what they think about us, 
than we are them. 

ii. At the same time, what’s probably 
even more damaging is when we are 
strong and bold in our proclamation of 
the gospel but we have no warm 
presence with people. 

• We try and get them to believe this 
message but we are not people who are 
loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, and kind,  
1. We won’t go out of our way to meet 

needs and help where we can.  
2. We won’t sacrifice our own comfort, and 

money, and time to care for others.  
3. But we’ll be bold with a message.  

• What kind of kingdom would that be giving 
them a taste of? 

c. But when we enter a community 
with a true Kingdom presence and 
we are faithful to proclaim the 
message of the gospel, we create a 
conundrum for people.  
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i. Because they’re hearing a message 
that’s hard to believe but they see a 
vision of the Kingdom that they were 
created by God to belong to.  

• And so, they just might listen.  
• But just Kingdom Presence and Faithful 

Proclamation is not enough to push this 
gospel into dark places…  

 
VI. ESSENTIAL COMPONENT #3 TO 

PUSHING THE GOSPEL OUT – 
FERVENT PRAYER. 
a. We do not have the ability to 

change hearts, to change minds, to 
cause people to believe. 
• It does not matter how skilled we become 

at our proclamation.  
• It does not matter how much we love 

people and meet needs in our town.  
i. God must perform a miracle for 

people to hear the Gospel, see the 
vision of the Kingdom, and believe.  

• And I can’t explain to you how that works 
along with free will and I’m not going to try. 

• But what I know is that the gospel will not 
gain traction if God’s people do not hit their 
knees and pray that God would save 
people.  

b. In Acts 16, Paul begins to share the 
Gospel with this woman named 
Lydia.  
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i. And look at what the text says in 
v.14b-15a (NLT)… 

• “As [Lydia] listened to us, the Lord opened 
her heart, and she accepted what Paul was 
saying. 15 She and her household were 
baptized…” 

ii. And if we’re trying to push the Gospel 
out to our community and our 
neighborhoods…if we’re trying to push 
the Gospel out all over the world… 
God must do this “open the heart” 
thing in people. 

• And we need to fervently pray that God 
would do this.  
1. And if we have a Kingdom Presence and 

we are faithful to proclaim the gospel, 
but we do not pray that God would save 
specific people…we will not see fruit.  

c. This is why several weeks ago, Nick 
and I have started to fast on 
Wednesdays and spending our 
lunch hour praying.  
• We pray for specific people to believe the 

gospel. We pray for our neighbors. We pray 
for people we’ve met around the 
community. 

• We pray for more conversions in this 
church.  

• We pray that God gives you opportunities 
to share the gospel in your neighborhoods 
and workplaces.  

• We pray that our church would have a 
Kingdom Presence and would remain 
faithful to proclaim the Gospel.   
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i. And we want praying and fasting on 
Wednesdays to become something 
that we do together as a church.  

• From this point forward.  
ii. I’m asking you to either join us at the 

office during your lunch break or find 
some time where you can peel away 
and pray on your own from wherever 
you are.  

• But we need to be a church that is faithful 
to pray that God would save people and 
that the gospel would get pushed into dark 
places.  

• So, let’s take Wednesdays to fast our lunch, 
so that we hunger after God and we hunger 
after Him opening the hearts of our 
neighbors here in Northern Virginia to hear 
the Gospel.  
 

VII. CONCLUSION 
a. Grace Hill, Jesus is our King.  

i. And our joy is found in following Him 
and He has sent us on a mission.  

• This Gospel needs to get pushed to every 
corner of this earth before He returns.  

ii. Jesus came the first time to make a 
way that we could be saved and 
welcomed into His Kingdom.  

• When he returns, he will do away with the 
Kingdom of this world.  

• Let’s love and sacrifice for our neighbors 
through our Kingdom Presence, through 
faithful proclamation, and through fervent 
prayer.  
 

VIII. PRAY 


