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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. One of my favorite shows on TV is 
SHARK TANK.  

i. I love entrepreneurs, I love unique and 
new business ideas, and I love the 
pitch! 

• I am one of those people who loves a good 
negotiation. 
1. Like, if I am going to buy a car, I get 

more excited about the negotiation than 
I do the actual car.  

2. It’s sport to me and I would love to be 
able to pitch something to the sharks 
one day…because I think 90% of the 
pitches on that show are lame.  

• I also love the show because I love to see 
people’s ideas come to fruition. 

ii. But the other night, Shark Tank 
Season 11 started and at the beginning 
of the first episode, they had this 
opening montage talking about the 
vision of the show…and this montage 
featured the sharks preaching what I 
would call…the Gospel According to 
Shark Tank.  

• What is Gospel? Well, the word Gospel 
literally means good news.  
1. And the word is used to talk about the 

good news of where your salvation is 
found. 

• So, here is the gospel (good news) 
according to Shark Tank…I am quoting 
directly from the show here… 
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1. Let’s start with Mr. Wonderful - “One 
idea is power, power to set you free.” 
What is freedom? 

2. Well, Robert Herjavec defines it for us- 
“Freedom is the ability to control your 
own life, no one can fire you, no one can 
tell you what to do, it’s all up to you.” 

3. And finally Lori Greiner proclaims - “Be 
the ruler of your own destiny and take 
your life into your own hands.” 

• So, what is the Gospel according to Shark 
Tank… 
1. That true freedom…the good life is found 

in getting rich.  
2. Because when you’re rich, you control 

your own life, you control your own 
destiny. 

3. You will be completely independent of 
everyone…you are your own boss. 

4. You can live whatever lifestyle you want.  
5. You even have the freedom to help 

people in whatever way you want. 
6. And one good idea…can set you free. 
7. Can save your soul from this broken 

world. 

b. This is a gospel that everyone of us 
believes at some level. 

i. And I can say that because this false 
gospel goes all the way back to the 
beginning…to the garden in Genesis 3.  

• Because what did Satan whisper into the 
ear of Adam and Eve that tempted them to 
reject and disobey God? 
1. “You can be free of God. You can be like 

God. You can have what God has.” 
2. Autonomy. Freedom. Independence. Do 

whatever you want. No constraints.  
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ii. I want to be king of my life and God I 
want you out of my life…that is the 
essence of sin.  

• And today, the primary thing that we look 
to, the thing that is our ticket to freedom is 
money.  
1. The more money I have the less need I 

have of anyone else.  
2. The more money I have the more I can 

do what I want.  
3. The more money I have, the more 

freedom and autonomy I have.  
• This is why Jesus teaches us about money 

so extensively in the Scriptures because 
money gets right at the root sin that broke 
the creation.  
1. This is why the passage that we are 

going to be studying together today 
says this in Luke 12:34 – “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

2. In other words…get this…your 
relationship with money reveals the god 
that you worship.  

c. Now, as you know, we are 
continuing in our King Jesus 
sermon series… 

i. And this whole series is about what it 
looks like for Jesus to be King over 
every part of our life.  

• And we have been in this six-week stretch 
where we have been applying what we 
have learned to very specific topics and this 
morning is our sixth and final topic…which 
of course is going to be about money. 

• What does it look like for Jesus to be King 
over our money? 
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ii. Now, there is a reason that this topic 
of money can be awkward to talk 
about…especially in the church.  

• It’s the same reason why sex, our topic 
from last week, can also be awkward to talk 
about.  

• Because these are topics that are close to 
our heart… 
1. And maybe we don’t want to be 

challenged…we don’t want to have to 
face our unhealthy relationship with 
money or sex, from last week.  

2. Maybe these topics are already a source 
of anxiety or shame for us…and we don’t 
want to go there.  

3. Maybe because we don’t trust a lot of 
people when it comes to these topics.  

4. Especially money in the church. Here we 
go, the pastor is going to religious guilt 
us into giving more money! 

iii. But here is what I want to accomplish 
this morning… 

• My goal this morning is not to get you to 
give more money to the church.  

• My goal this morning is to loosen the 
chokehold that money has around our 
throats. 

• To counter the lie that money is freedom 
and show all of us how it is the biggest con 
in all of creation.  

• And to help us to see, that Jesus, our 
Savior, is a far better King and master of 
our heart than money.  

iv. Turn to Luke 12. 
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II. LUKE 12:13-34 
a. Read Luke 12:13-15. 

i. Now, let’s just stop here for a second 
and think about this interaction that 
Jesus just had with this man.  

• Have you ever prayed to Jesus about your 
financial situation? 
1. God, I am in so much debt, and I know I 

made some unwise decisions, but I want 
to be wise with my money now, can’t 
you do something! 

2. God, I don’t want to leave Northern 
Virginia but it’s so expensive here, can 
you help me get a down payment for a 
house.  

3. God, will you just somehow, 
supernaturally make the expenses less 
than the income this month. 

4. God, if you let me win the lottery, this is 
what I’ll do with the money! After, you 
know, I take care of a couple of things in 
house… 

• There are very few things in our lives that 
causes more desperation in our lives than 
money, or the lack of it.  
1. And that’s because when you start 

talking about money, you start talking 
about people’s “freedom” and “dreams.” 

2. You’re talking about someone’s 
livelihood. 

3. And the thought of more money comes 
with dreams of freedom…doesn’t it? 
 
 
 
 



 6 

ii. Now, this guy comes to Jesus and he 
has a prayer about his financial 
situation…he wants Jesus to do 
something about his brother not 
giving him some of the inheritance. 

• And we don’t know the backstory. We 
don’t know the circumstances and the 
arrangements.  
1. But what we do know is that Jesus 

seems to blow off his request…almost as 
if Jesus wasn’t interested in the 
backstory…because he went straight for 
this guy’s heart.  

2. See, it’s not that Jesus doesn’t care 
about this guy’s or our financial situation.  

3. It’s that Jesus loves us so much that He 
cares more about if our heart has been 
deceived.  

4. He cares more about if we actually 
believe the lie that money will bring us 
the freedom that our souls long for.  

• And the last thing that Jesus is going to do 
for us Is feed the lie that causes our heart to 
continue to rely on money for what only He 
can provide.  
1. See, Jesus knew that what was behind 

this guy’s request about the inheritance 
was greed. 

2. And Jesus knew that if he said yes to 
that prayer, that he would only be 
feeding that greed. 

3. See, sometimes, we pray to God and he 
doesn’t give us what we’re asking for, 
and we act like he didn’t answer. We act 
like he doesn’t care about us. 

4. When what he is doing is the best thing 
for us.  
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iii. And so Jesus uses this as a teaching 
moment… 

• …to explain to us why the belief that money 
will bring us freedom is a lie and why he 
won’t answer a prayer in such a way that 
will feed our greed. 

b. Read Luke 12:16-21 
i. There are two things I want us to 

notice about the rich man in this 
parable: 

• First, I want us to notice his belief about 
what his wealth would do for him.  

• Second, I want us to notice how those 
beliefs impacted his life decisions.  

ii. If you look at v.19, we can clearly see 
what he believed his wealth would do 
for him. 

• This guy was a productive farmer. And he 
had productive land. And his current 
problem was he had excess. He was already 
wealthy. His current barns were already full.  
1. This guy was not worried about food 

being on the table, he wasn’t in debt, he 
wasn’t at risk of not being able to pay 
his bills, he already lived in abundance.  

2. And yet, that was not enough for him.  
• And in v.19, he says that once he is able to 

build his bigger barns and store up even 
more wealth…then his wealth will provide 
for him what he truly longed for… 
1. So, his current wealth was not 

enough…he needed more… 
2. But he believed that once he got a 

certain amount of wealth…he would then 
be able to eat, drink, and enjoy himself.  

3. In other words, his soul would find joy 
and rest. Life would be good.  
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• He believed that his wealth would truly set 
him free to live the life that his soul longed 
for.  

iii. And so that belief, drove his life 
decisions.  

• In v.17, this man was deliberating about 
what to do with his excess crop.  
1. Read v.17. 
2. His current barns are full. This guy is not 

in need. And so, this decision-making 
process was not being driven by basic 
needs, it was being driven by something 
else.  

3. Pro tip, if you want to know what you 
truly believe, look at your decisions in 
life. Because our decisions flow out of 
our true beliefs, our true opinions, the 
true state of our heart.  

4. And this guy believed that greater 
wealth would provide for him what his 
soul truly longed for.  

• We’ve seen this in our own lives. 
1. Once I move out of Northern Virginia 

and am able to buy a bigger house, then 
I’ll be able to settle in the life that I have 
envisioned for myself.  
- And that is a belief that will drive your 

life-decisions before anything else.  
2. If I don’t save more of a rainy-day fund, I 

risk losing everything.  
- Another belief that will drive your 

decisions.  
3. Maybe you subconsciously believe that 

you deserve a certain lifestyle, certain 
clothes, certain products, your house to 
look a certain way… 
- And that belief drives your decisions.  
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• And so, the rich man’s decision was to 
invest his time and his resources into 
tearing down his existing barns and 
building bigger barns because he believed 
that was what was best for him.  
1. And the time stamps in this parable are 

key. 
2. At the telling of this parable, these 

bigger barns were a plan but they had 
not become a reality.  

3. However, this guy was about to spend a 
significant portion of his life pursuing 
this project and spending a lot of money 
all because he believes that this 
investment will return to him joy and 
freedom.  

4. He had made his decision. He had set his 
sights on the goal. He had taken his life 
into his own hands. He had grabbed 
control over his own destiny. He had 
empowered himself to set himself free! 

• And God intervenes and says: You Fool! 
1. There’s not gonna be a tomorrow for 

you.  
2. It’s just him and God. All his wealth, all 

his plans are left to decay. 
3. He’s powerless. Out of control. And his 

destiny is most definitely not in his own 
hands but in that of Almighty God.  

iv. Why was this man foolish? How could 
some of our own financial and life 
plans be equally as foolish? 

• Because his life decision was based on a lie 
that is designed reincarnate itself after it 
fails you. (repeat) 
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• Let’s play this out…let’s say this man does 
go on and build his bigger barns.  
1. The project is done! They cut the ribbon. 

The barns are filled with his crop.   
2. He goes and pours himself a nice glass 

of wine, has a feast prepared, sits back 
to now enjoy himself. 

3. How long is that going to last? 
- How long until that larger barn just 

seems a little too small? 
- How long until he realizes that he now 

wants to get into the winemaking 
business and now he needs to build 
other facilities.  

- How long will he enjoy himself? 
4. …before the lie reincarnates and all of 

the sudden, he is convinced of a new 
plan…and when that plan is complete…he 
will eat, drink, and enjoy himself.  

5. And he doesn’t even realize he got 
conned again.  

• Think of all the time and all the resources he 
wasted chasing the wind! 
1. How much money was spent? How 

much crop was wasted? How much time 
devoted to the belief that greater wealth 
will bring joy and freedom to the 
soul…just to get duped again? 

• In our own lives…how much of our time and 
our money do we waste because we 
believe the same lie? 
1. How long until that new house you built 

isn’t as ideal as you thought? 
2. How long until that new car is outdated 

and just another car on the road? 
3. How long until that savings account or 

your portfolio just doesn’t have enough 
in it? 
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v. And in v.21, God explains that this man 
was foolish because he was rich 
toward himself and not rich toward 
God.  

• He believed that more wealth would set 
him free and that drove his life decisions.  
1. And he was wrong. He believed the lie. 

• Go back to v.17. When he was asking 
himself what he should do with his excess 
crops. 
1. What if he got on his knees before God 

and thanked him for all that he 
had…recognized that it was a blessing 
from Him and then laid everything he 
had before God and said: God, all that I 
have it yours and I am simply a steward, 
a manager on your behalf. I have all this 
extra crop, my barns are full, what would 
you have me do? 

2. My delight is not in my wealth but in 
being your servant. 

3. Now that is a different belief that will 
drive different life decisions and the 
Word of God says that this is where your 
joy is found…because you’re not 
investing in things that will perish, but 
you’re investing in things that are 
eternal. 

• See, if you believe a certain amount of 
money, a particular lifestyle, a nice house, 
disposable income, a healthy retirement 
account, big portfolio…being rich toward 
yourself…is going to be what allows your 
soul to eat, drink, and enjoy itself…then 
you’ve fallen for it too.  
1. It’s an unending cycle you won’t break 

out of. 
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vi. And if we go all the way back to the 
man who first asked Jesus to tell his 
brother to give him some of the 
inheritance… 

• Jesus isn’t going to answer a prayer in a 
way that will enable greed to rule your 
heart, that will feed the lie that will waste 
your time and your money… 
1. Jesus wants to be what rules your heart 

and He wants to be the belief that drives 
your life decisions… 

vii. And listen, Jesus takes it even a step 
further here.  

• He’s not just concerned with our greed.  
• He’s also concerned that we look to Him, 

not our money, to provide for our need.  
1. In the same way that it is a lie that 

wealth will bring joy to our soul.  
2. It is just as much a lie that money and 

wealth is the cure to anxiety.  

c. Read Luke 12:22-34. 
i. I don’t have time to break this passage 

down in the same detail we did the 
passage before, but I want you to 
notice this simple detail… 

• God tells us not to worry about our basic 
needs…He knows we need them. 
1. God tells us to be concerned about 

seeking His Kingdom.  
ii. Because it’s the same, reincarnating 

lie. 
• Once my needs are met, then my anxiety 

will be cured, and I’ll be able to rest. 
1. But the problem with money being the 

cure to our anxiety, when our basic 
needs are met, other needs will arise.  
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• We live in a world that places an 
expectation upon us to upgrade lifestyle as 
our wealth increases.  
1. So, once your basic needs are met, you 

now have new needs for nicer things.  
2. If you make more money, you need a 

more expensive house, more expensive 
cars,  

3. And once you reach that lifestyle, it’s 
time to upgrade again.  

4. The needs don’t stop. The greed 
continues to build. The lie always 
reincarnates.  

iii. And so, Jesus is not as interested in 
how much money we have, he is more 
interested in what belief in our heart 
drives our decisions in what to do with 
that money. 

• Because whether we are talking about our 
greed or we’re talking about need, money is 
not what sets us free, money is actually a 
crafty slave master that always seems to 
reconvince us that it is the answer, but it 
never actually delivers.  
1. It’s a lie that has a chokehold on us. 
2. It’s an abusive relationship that always 

fails us but we’re too afraid to face life 
with it.  

 

III. APPLICATION AND CONCLUSION 
a. And so, Jesus is saying, whether 

you have excess or you are in need, 
you can break free from this lie by 
seeking the Kingdom of God first.  
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i. Taking 100% of what you have, 100% 
of your money, 100% of your time, 
100% of your talents…laying them 
before God and praying, God what 
would you have me do with 
this…everything is on the table? 

• In fact, I am going to put my yes on the 
table before I even know what you’ll tell me 
to do.  

• I want to trust you for what my soul needs 
and I no longer want to trust my money.  

• My money has been my idol. I have looked 
to it to give me only what you can give me.  

• And I’m afraid of what your answer is going 
to be…because it might mean a different 
lifestyle, it might mean a change in plans 
and life decisions, it might mean 
downgrading not upgrading… 

• But I’m tired of being conned into thinking 
that my money will bring me joy and rest.  

b. And Jesus meets us in that moment 
where we lay it all out before him 
and says…v.32. 

i. It is God’s good pleasure… 
• Meaning God is eager to give you this… 

1. To give you the Kingdom.  
2. To give your soul rest and peace. 

• Now this isn’t a promise for worldly or 
material prosperity.  
1. This is a promise for what your soul 

looks to money for. 
2. This is a promise of true freedom where 

your soul is content.  
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ii. And we that God is eager to give this 
to us because Jesus came and gave all 
of himself for us… 

• By going to the cross, to pay off our debt 
of sin, to welcome us into the Kingdom of 
God, to give our souls true salvation and 
joy… 

c. Jesus is our model for generosity. 
He gave all so that we might have 
life and we are called to follow 
Jesus.  
• **FOLLOWING JESUS DOES NOT SIMPLY 

BELIEVE IN JESUS, IT MEANS LIVE IN THE 
WAY JESUS LIVED!** 
1. And he gave all… 

i. And so, Jesus says…v34. 
• Take everything you have, lay it out before 

God, and pray…God what would you have 
me do with this? 
1. I’m not holding back one penny of it for 

myself. 
2. It’s all yours and I am going to trust you 

that this will not bring me joy…only your 
Kingdom. 

3. Y’all, that takes faith. 
ii. Retirement 
iii. Those with High Income 
iv. Those who have a hard time making 

ends meet. 
• If you’re not generous while you’re in debt, 

you’re not going to be generous when 
you’re out.  

d. So, the question this morning when 
it comes to our money is what are 
we going to believe? 
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i. Will money bring rest to our soul or 
the Kingdom of God? 

• And our answer to that question will drive 
our life decisions.  

ii. I want to end this morning from a 
quote from one of my favorite 
recording artists Jon Bellion in his 
song “Stupid Deep”: 

• “What if who I hoped to be was always me? 
And the love I fought to feel was always 
free? What if all the things I've done, Were 
just attempts at earning love? 'Cause the 
hole inside my heart is stupid deep.” 

• “What if where I've tried to go was always 
here? And the path I've tried to cut was 
always clear? Why has life become a plan, 
To put some money in my hand? When the 
love I really need is stupid cheap.” 

iii. Your life does not begin when the 
barns are built or when the bank 
account is full… 

• It’s now, it’s here. Seek His Kingdom now, 
seek it here. 

• 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
 

IV. PRAY 


