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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. One of my favorite movies of all 
time is Remember the Titans.  
• Probably because I played High School 

Football and it brings back all those 
memories for me.  

i. If you’re not familiar, Remember the 
Titans is a movie about T.C. Williams 
High School over in Alexandria during 
the 1971 Football Season. 

• T.C. Williams was a recently integrated High 
School and the story is about how the 
football team overcame racial tensions in 
the community to win the State 
Championship.  

ii. And I have seen this movie dozens of 
times…I could quote most of it.  

• But every time I watch this movie… 
1. Every time I see their star linebacker 

Gary Bertier get in the car accident.  
2. Every time I watch the State 

Championship Game where it seems that 
the team is going to lose. 

3. I get nervous. I get anxious. I get 
wrapped up into the story. 

4. And every time I watch that last play 
where they win the game as the clock 
expires, I get tears in my eyes. 

5. Which my wife thinks is lame… 
• Even though I have seen the movie tons of 

times, even though I know what is going to 
happen, I get sucked in. 
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1. And there are times where I have to tell 
myself…”Allan, you know the end of the 
story. Why is your heart beating so 
fast?!? You know they’re going to win! 
They didn’t re-film the movie with a 
different ending. Relax!” 

2. This ever happen to you? 
iii. But there is something about knowing 

the end of the story that reassures 
you and relaxes you while you’re in 
the middle of the story. 

b. Since April, we have been in a long 
sermon series called KING JESUS 
where we have been walking 
through the redemptive story of 
the Bible. 

i. We have divided this story so far into 
three chapters.  

• Chapter One was entitled THE KING 
REJECTED. 
1. And we studied how this story began at 

creation.  
2. And how God created you and me as 

image bearers of God…with the mandate 
to live our lives for the glory of God. 

3. But we rejected the King. We would 
rather live for ourselves than live for 
God. 

4. And all creation fell into sin and we 
became separated from God. 

• Chapter Two was entitled THE KING 
REDEEMS. 
1. And we saw that even though we 

rejected God, he was eager to restore 
us.  
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2. So, he sent Jesus to save us and to show 
us the way of His Kingdom. 

• And so chapter three was entitled THE 
KING REIGNS. 
1. Where we have been studying what it 

looks like to live our lives today with 
Jesus as our Savior and our King. 

2. How does that impact our everyday life? 
• So, if you have joined us in the middle of 

this series, I encourage you to go online and 
listen to it so you can understand the 
different pieces of this story.  

ii. But this morning, we are going to 
begin the fourth and final 
chapter…entitled THE KING RETURNS. 

• Up until now, every part of this sermon 
series has been either looking back into 
what has happened in the past or thinking 
how we follow Jesus as our King today.  
1. But today, we are going to begin to look 

into the future.  
• Because, listen, God does not hide the end 

of the story from us so that today, while we 
are in the middle of it, we might have 
peace, and reassurance, and endurance. 

iii. And so, my goal today is to give us a 
high-level overview about what the 
Bible says is going to happen at the 
end of this age.  

• Because knowing the end is going to give 
us fuel for the battle today.  
1. Now quick disclaimer…my goal is to give 

us a high-level overview of what is going 
to happen at the end.  
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2. I am not going to be getting into all of 
the intricacies of the end times and all 
the different views and interpretations 
that people have of it.  

3. My personal view is that the Bible does 
not give us enough information in order 
to know exactly how everything is going 
to happen.  

4. It is a mystery. No timeline or end times 
map you have seen is fully correct. But 
the Bible does give us enough so that 
we might have hope for what is to come 
and so we might be prepared for it.  

c. And this means we are going to 
spend some time reading select 
passages from Revelation 17-19.  

i. Okay, so a couple words about the 
book of Revelation.  

• The book of Revelation is written by the 
Apostle John.  
1. John had been exiled to an island called 

Patmos and one Sunday, he was praying, 
and worshiping God and Jesus appeared 
to John and gave him a vision.  

2. And this vision that John receives is a 
vision about what is going to happen at 
the end of this age.  

3. And Jesus tells John to write this down 
and send it to the churches so that they 
may know the end of the story.  

• But here’s the thing…John was given a 
backstage pass to all of these heavenly and 
spiritual realities that he just did not have 
language to use to describe it.  
1. Think about it…our language and our 

vocabulary is very limited to the finite 
world that we live in.  
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2. But John was given a vision of infinite 
spiritual realities and he had to find a 
way to describe these infinite realities 
with finite language.  

• Therefore, the book of Revelation is what 
we call apocalyptic literature.  
1. It’s full of symbols, allegory, metaphors, 

and illustrations. 
2. Revelation is not a book of the Bible that 

is to be read like you would read a news 
article or journal article. Where you 
would not expect literary devices such 
as symbolism.  

3. It’s not to be read in the same way as a 
letter from the Apostle Paul or a history 
book like 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings or a 
Gospel like Matthew, Mark, or Luke 
where they are just trying to give you 
the facts.  

4. It’s a different kind of literature. 
5. You read it almost like you would read 

THE LORD OF THE RINGS or the 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA…except it’s 
not fiction. 

6. But J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis wrote 
these stories as their way to try and 
explain a deeper, spiritual reality 

7. And this is what the Apostle John is 
doing. 

• So, this means the book of Revelation is 
kind of weird and really hard to understand. 
1. So, as we read this, if you’re thinking this 

is weird stuff…that’s a normal reaction 
but let me see if I can help us 
understand it. 
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2. Because this is a gift to the church 
because as we wait for these things to 
occur, we can take comfort in knowing 
the end of the story.  
 

II. REVELATION 17-19 
a. I want to begin in Revelation 17:1-6. 

i. Now remember, this is symbolism. We 
are not to read this and think that at 
some point toward the end, this literal 
prostitute is going to appear and 
attract the rulers of the earth.  

• No, see the Prostitute here in Revelation 17 
represents the world around us that entices 
us, seduces us into a life of sin apart from 
God. 
1. In v.5, this Prostitute has the name 

BABYLON THE GREAT written on her 
forehead.  

2. Remember, back before the time of 
Jesus, Jerusalem was invaded by the 
Babylonians, they destroyed the temple, 
they carried the Israelites off into exile in 
the city of Babylon.  

3. So, Babylon represents the world that is 
opposed to a people who worship the 
one true God.  

4. This is why many Jews back in the first 
century would refer to Rome as Babylon 
because it was Rome who was next to 
invade Palestine and it was Rome who 
destroyed the second temple! 

ii. But look at the way John describes 
this prostitute. 
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• In v.1-2, he says that she is seated on many 
waters and the kings of the earth have 
given themselves to her, meaning she 
covers the face of the earth, she influences 
every nation and people, she is everywhere.  

• In v.3, she is covered in blasphemous names 
meaning she is utterly opposed to God.  

• But in v.4, John describes her as 
seductively and deceivingly beautiful.  
1. This is not just something that is going 

to happen at the end, this is something 
that is happening today.  

iii. See, at the very beginning of our KING 
JESUS sermon series, we talked about 
what it means that God created you 
and me to bear the image of God. 

• In the simplest possible terms, we were 
created to live for God. 
1. According to His ways.  
2. According to His Word. 
3. Trusting that He is good, He knows 

what’s best, He’s after our joy. 
4. And we’ve been getting very specific in 

this sermon series about what that even 
means.  

• But, the essence of sin is rejecting this 
purpose.  
1. And saying God, I don’t want to live for 

you, I want to live for me! 
2. I don’t want to be constrained by your 

ways and your Word.  
3. I want to be able to rule over my own 

life and make my own decisions! 
4. I want to be free of you! 
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5. In other words, we reject our purpose of 
bearing God’s image and we instead 
bear our own image…we live for 
ourselves.  

• And the prostitute here in Revelation 17 
represents the one who whispers in our ear 
and seduces us into believing that life is 
better apart from God instead of with God. 
1. See, the prostitute is the one who 

seduces you into thinking that money 
and riches will give you joy…not God.  

2. That unlimited sexual freedom will bring 
you joy, not God.  

3. That fame, and influence, and power, 
and applause will fulfill your soul not 
God. 

• And it’s the prostitute that leads the world 
into scoffing at, rejecting, and persecuting 
those who refuse to believe her lies and 
continue to live by the Word of God.  
1. As our text says in v.6 that the prostitute 

is drunk on the blood of God’s saints 
that it has oppressed.  

b. And so, John is given this vision of 
the seduction and the lies of the 
world…and then He sees this…17:14. 

i. And so, John is getting this glimpse of 
this battle that rages between Satan 
and all of the people of the world who 
reject God and Jesus and all of the 
people who follow Him.  

• Read 18:1-4. 
1. So, John sees that at the end of the age, 

Jesus Himself is going to return and he is 
going to conquer Babylon and He is 
going to win the war. 
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2. He is going to end all the lies, all the 
seduction, all the temptations, all the sin 
that the world entices us into.  

• But, there is this warning issued in 18:4. 
1. A warning for God’s people, the church, 

to separate themselves from the ways of 
the world that they may not be seduced 
and get caught up in God’s judgement! 

2. Because God is going to not only 
destroy Babylon but God is going to 
show that all of her promises of joy and 
pleasure were a lie.   

ii. If you remember all the way back to 
KING JESUS, PT 12, I preached a 
sermon on this battle that Christians 
experience between the desire to live 
for God and this temptation to live 
according to the ways of the world. 

• And we talked about how there is a 
difference between your identity as a 
person and your nature as a person.  
1. Your identity is who you are. Your 

nature is how you live out who you are. 
• So, look here, before you were a follower of 

Christ, your identity (walk to your right) 
was that you were a sinner, an enemy of 
God, not welcome into the Kingdom of 
God, you belonged to the world.  
1. And your nature was in lock-step with 

your identity.  
2. We had what we call a sinful nature 

meaning we lived our lives opposed to 
God.  

• But, when you trusted in Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, your identity 
changed (walk to your left). 
1. Instantaneously. Completely. 100%.  
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2. You are forgiven.  
3. You belong to God’s Kingdom and not 

this world.  
4. All of your sin was dealt with and there 

is no more judgement for you. 
5. This is your identity. Forever. It will never 

change. 
• But what did not completely change when 

you trusted in Christ was your nature (walk 
back to right). 
1. Now, your nature has started the 

process of change but it has not 
completely changed like your identity 
has changed. 

2. But you now have this desire to live 
according to your new identity and no 
longer according to your old identity.  

• But, this process of change and growth for 
our nature to become completely in step 
with our new identity is a lifelong battle. 
1. It doesn’t mean you’re not saved. 
2. But it does mean we are engaged in this 

battle to ignore the seduction of the 
world and to live in the way that God 
has called us to.  

3. And that battle is not easy.  
4. Our Old Self wants to cut God out of 

every part of our life…it wants to bear 
the image of self. 

5. And our New Self knows that there is joy 
when God is the center of every part of 
our life…it wants to bear the image of 
God. 

iii. We just spent the last six weeks 
talking through very specific areas of 
our life: Time, Work, Family, 
Reputation, Sexuality, Money… 
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• And we outlined in all of those areas how 
easy it is to follow the ways of the world 
and not submit those things to God.  

• And if we’re honest, following God and His 
Word is a battle…there stuff inside of us 
that pulls us towards the world and then 
God Himself is inside of us pulling us 
toward Him.  
1. Even the Apostle Paul (who wrote most 

of the NT) struggled with this and got 
frustrated with this battle.  

• I want to read you Eugene Peterson’s 
paraphrase of the end of Romans 7 
because I think he does a good job 
capturing what the text says: 

 
17-20  For if I know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the power of 
sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously 
need help! I realize that I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but 
I can’t do it. I decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide 
not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. My decisions, such as they 
are, don’t result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep 
within me and gets the better of me every time. 
21-23 It happens so regularly that it’s predictable. The moment I 
decide to do good, sin is there to trip me up. I truly delight in God’s 
commands, but it’s pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that 
delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, 
they take charge. 
24 I’ve tried everything and nothing helps. I’m at the end of my 
rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn’t that the 
real question? 
25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He 
acted to set things right in this life of contradictions where I want 
to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am pulled by the 
influence of sin to do something totally different. 

• Can anyone here relate with that? 
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iv. And so, if our life is a movie, here we 
are in the middle of it, waging this 
spiritual battle between the things of 
God and the things of the world and 
the book of Revelation wants us to 
know how it all ends before we even 
get there.  

• And it tells us that God is going to kill that 
prostitute, conquer Babylon, and eliminate 
everything that seeks to entice His people 
away from Him.  

c. And so, in Revelation 18, John sees 
a vision of how the world responds 
when the Prostitute is slain and 
how the church responds.  

i. The world and everyone who lives for 
themselves and does not belong to 
God, when they see the prostitute 
slain, they are left in utter 
despair…because everything they put 
their hope in has lost all value… it was 
all a lie. Everything they have built 
their life upon, has come crumbling 
down 

• Read Revelation 18:9-19 
1. The world is left with nothing. Powerless. 

They had been deceived. 
ii. And compare that to the response of 

the church. 
• Read Revelation 19:5-9. 

1. How does the church respond? By 
rejoicing and giving God glory. 

2. Why? Because it was wedding day.  
iii. See, when you gave your life to Jesus, 

you got engaged.  
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• God made a covenant with you, through his 
Son Jesus, that you would be His forever.  
1. He even put an engagement ring on 

your finger as a seal of His promise.  
2. Ephesians 1:13-14 – “In [Christ] you also, 

when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his glory.” 

• There is an inheritance that we don’t have 
yet, but we are promised it by God.  
1. And here in Revelation we are reading of 

the wedding day when everything that 
God has promised us is fulfilled.  

2. When we receive our inheritance, which 
is eternal life in his Kingdom. 

iv. See, the Bible often refers to God’s 
people, you and me, as the bride of 
Christ.  

• And before the wedding could commence 
the bride needs to put her dress on.  
1. And v.8 says that the bride has been 

given a dress of fine linen, bright and 
pure which represents her 
righteousness.  

• In other words, when God slays the 
prostitute, when he burns Babylon to the 
ground, when he destroys the ways of the 
world, he defeats sin once and for all. 
1. At the cross of Jesus Christ, Jesus 

defeated our debt of sin and made us his 
own…he redeemed our 
identity…promised us this inheritance…all 
by grace. 
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2. But at the end of the age when he 
returns, he will completely redeem our 
nature so that we never struggle with sin 
or be tempted by sin ever again…all by 
grace. 

• We will be dressed in pure white and the 
ways of the world will be gone.  

v. And Revelation says that when this 
happens, the church rejoices because 
their faith is now sight, the battle is 
over, their redemption is now 
complete, they are whole now, no 
more struggle, no more anxiety, God’s 
promises are true, His Word is true, 
and they will enter into God’s 
Kingdom for all of eternity.  

• But for the world, when that Day comes, it 
will be a terrible day. 
 

III. APPLICATION 
a. Imagine that you were one to 

reject Jesus and His Word. You 
believed that His Word was just a 
fairy tale and that those who 
followed Him were deceived. And 
then, one day the sky cracked 
open, and you saw this… 

i. Read Revelation 19:11-16. 
• If Jesus is Lord and King over your life 

today, this is a glorious sight.  
1. That’s my King! 

• But if you reject Jesus, this is a terrifying 
sight.  
1. Oh my gosh, He is King. He is Lord.  
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ii. And you need to understand the 
symbolism used here in this passage.  

• We are told that He will be wearing a robe 
dipped in blood and that a sword is coming 
from out of his mouth.  
1. Which seems like a morbid description, 

but it’s filled with meaning.  
iii. See, Revelation 19 tells of the return of 

Christ and it describes it like Jesus is 
leading an army into battle.  

• But the truth is, this is not the beginning of 
the battle for Jesus.  
1. Ever since that day in the garden when 

Satan deceived humanity into rejecting 
God, Jesus has been engaged in a battle.  

2. A battle to crush the head of that snake 
and save His people from their sin. 

3. Which is why when He came for the first 
time, He did not come to judge the 
world but to give His life for the world.  

4. To offer himself as the perfect sacrifice 
so that all who believe in Him might be 
forgiven of their sin. 

iv. And so, when Jesus returns for the 
second time, He’s wearing a robe 
stained with His own blood, His hands 
and feet have the battle scars of the 
cross, because He’s been fighting to 
rescue people from their sin and the 
lies of this world since the beginning.  

• But this time, His work of redemption is 
now complete and his weapon is the sword 
that comes from His mouth. 
1. Which is the Word of God. And Hebrews 

4:12-13 says… 
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2. “For the word of God is living and 
effective and sharper than any double-
edged sword, penetrating as far as the 
separation of soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow. It is able to judge the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 13 No 
creature is hidden from him, but all 
things are naked and exposed to the 
eyes of him to whom we must give an 
account.” 

• See, when Jesus returns, He will not 
conquer the world with violence, He will 
conquer it with the truth of His Word.  
1. Every single person will have their soul 

exposed. 
2. Every single person will now know, with 

100% certainty, that Jesus is King.  
3. And either you will look into the sky and 

see your King and your Savior coming 
back or you will look in despair because 
you fell for the seduction of the 
prostitute. 

b. And so, this is the end of the story. 
This is what the Bible says will 
happen when Jesus returns.  

i. But for today, we’re still in the middle 
of the story…the movie hasn’t ended 
yet. 

• And the question that we need to answer is 
this…what does the rest of my story look 
like? 

• What will be my response if Jesus were to 
return today? 
1. Would I rejoice at the sight of my King?  
2. Or would I be driven to despair because 

everything I’ve built my life on is a lie? 
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c. Over the next two weeks, we’re 
going to be looking more in depth 
into how knowing the end of the 
story should impact the way we 
live our lives. 

 
IV. COMMUNION 

a. But, this morning, I want to take 
this opportunity to encourage 
you…and to remind you that if you 
are in Christ, the end of the story 
gives us hope.  

i. Because when Jesus returns, he is 
going to finish what he started in you,  

• He changed your identity and began a work 
of change in your heart and on that day he 
will finish His work in you.  

ii. And so, no matter where you are this 
morning, encouraged or discouraged 
in your faith, if you believe in Jesus I 
want to invite you to the communion 
table this morning.  

• Because when we take communion 
together we not only remember what Christ 
has done in the past but we look forward to 
what he will do in the future.   

iii. When we eat this meal, we take bread 
and break it…. 

• And then we take the cup and drink it… 
iv. But when we eat this meal, we also 

look forward to what Revelation calls 
the wedding feast of the lamb.  

• That day when we are clothed in all white, 
all the struggle is over, our faith is sight, and 
we feast with our King and all of his people. 
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v. And Christian, you will have a seat at 
that table not because you have 
earned it but because Jesus has 
fought for you and won you to 
Himself.  

• And knowing that that is the end of the 
story of this life gives us rest and peace 
today.  

b. But I also have to talk to those of 
you who are unsure if you believe 
in Jesus… 

i. Your story is not over either. 
• And today you have an opportunity to turn 

to Jesus. 
• To ask Him for forgiveness. To let Him 

become your King and your Savior so you 
are not like the rest of the world when he 
returns. 

• I hope for you, knowing the end of the story 
will cause you to run to Jesus.  
 

V. PRAY 


