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I. PRAYER 
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. This morning, our goal is to shine a 

light on how much we value 
discipling and raising up our Kids 
to not only know about God and 
the content of His Word…but to 
love God.  

i. This is the last part in a short sermon 
series that we have been in entitled: 
Your Joy is My Joy.  

• And this has been a sermon series about 
our vision here at Grace Hill Church over 
the next year. 

• And the series is called Your Joy is My Joy 
because we want to have the same attitude 
as the Apostle Paul.  
1. Who in 2 Corinthians 2:3 explains to us 

that what motivates him to serve the 
churches in the way that he does is 
because he truly believes that his own 
joy is found in the joy of those he is 
serving.  

• So, in this series, we talked about how we 
want to be a church that will go deep in the 
gospel together and deeply care for one 
another.  
1. That we will find our own joy in the joy 

of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
• Last week, we talked about how we will 

love our town together.  
1. That we will find our own joy in the joy 

of our neighbors whom we have been 
called to love.  
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• And this morning, we are going to talk 
about how God is calling us to raise up the 
next generation of Christ followers.  
1. That we will find our own joy in the joy 

of our children.  

b. Now, remember, we kicked off this 
series talking about how as a 
church, we are a family.  

i. And that as family members, each of 
us take ownership for the health and 
joy of this family and this body.  

ii. And this means that all of us have a 
part to play when it comes to raising 
up the next generation of Christ 
followers.  

• This message is not just for the parents of 
the room, it is for all of us.  

• Because everyone of us have a part to play 
in the joy of the little ones that just led us in 
worship on this stage.  
 

III. BIBLICAL PRECEDENT 
a. And this is a profoundly biblical 

mandate upon us.  
i. God cares very strongly that we are 

faithful to raise up our kids knowing 
Him.  

• And God is very clear in the Scriptures that 
He’s not just wanting us to raise our Kids 
knowing about Him, but He wants us to 
raise our kids knowing that He has saved 
us.  
1. That there was a time where we were 

lost and dead…but God did a mighty 
work and saved us and made us alive 
and free. 
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2. God wants us to tell that story to our 
kids constantly. 

• We repeat stories of rescue all the time.  
ii. When I was a kid growing up here in 

Herndon, one of the kids living in the 
house next to us was a kid named 
Keenan. (Keenan had a rat tail). 

• Now, our houses back then backed up to 
woods and we were constantly building 
forts in the trees of these woods.  

• And Keenan was a few years older than me 
and we got into these arguments from time 
to time.  
1. And one day we were arguing with one 

another and I told Keenan that I was 
going to run into the woods and tear 
down his fort.  

2. And Keenan said: “No, you’re not.” 
3. And I said: “Watch me.” 

• So, I started running into the woods 
towards his fort and he was running after 
me screaming at me.  
1. And then all of the sudden everything 

went dark for me and the next thing I 
know I am in the arms of my other 
nextdoor neighbor, Jim. 

2. See, Keenan has great aim and a reason 
to defend his fort.  

3. So, he just grabbed a rock, lobbed that 
thing up in the air, got me in the head 
and took me out. 

• Now, my nextdoor neighbor, Jim, heard me 
scream from two houses over and he came 
running hopping two fences without even 
touching them, scooped me up, got me to 
my house…where we had to go to the 
hospital so I could get all stitched up.  
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• Now, when we look back at that story, we 
laugh about it…it was different era. 
1. But when we talk about that story, we 

talk about how Jim came to the rescue, 
hopping fences, and getting me help. 

2. It’s natural for us to repeat stories that 
are extraordinary and to tell people how 
someone came to the rescue.  

• Most of the stories we consume in books, 
movies, shows are basically this narrative.  

iii. And God wants us to repeat over and 
over again to our children the epic 
story of how He has rescued us. 

b. In the book of Genesis, we see the 
beginnings of Israel.  

i. In Exodus, we see Israel come under 
the enslavement of the Egyptians and 
then the story of how God 
dramatically rescued them from 
Egypt’s oppression… 

• Through raising up Moses and the Ten 
Plagues, and Parting the Red Sea, and 
leading them through the wilderness 
providing food, water, and protection. 

• Through giving them His Word at Mount 
Sinai and promising them that he would 
lead them from their slavery in Egypt to a 
promised land…their own land where they 
could dwell and serve the Lord for all of 
their days in freedom.  

ii. And through Leviticus and Numbers 
we read about their journey in the 
wilderness to the Promised Land. 

• And they finally arrive at the shores of the 
Jordan River about to cross over into the 
Promised Land.  
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• But before they go in, Moses has something 
to say.  

• And what he said became the book of 
Deuteronomy. 

iii. The book of Deuteronomy is a 
summary of the covenant that God 
made with Israel. 

• It’s a reminder about how Israel is to live, 
what their daily lives should look like, when 
they settle in the Promised Land. 

• And I want you to see what Moses says in 
Deuteronomy 6. 
1. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 20-24. 

• God is saying: I want you to constantly talk 
about me and put things all around you 
house that remind you of me! 
1. And when your son or your daughter 

comes to you asking you the meaning of 
all of it…I want you to tell them the epic 
story of how I rescued you from your 
slavery in Egypt and brought you to this 
Promised Land! 

2. And the reason I want you to tell this 
story is because they will know that the 
reason I give you these commands is 
because I love you and I am after your 
good! 

3. And my saving work proves it.  
iv. So, Israel entered the Promised Land 

under the leadership of Joshua. 
• And they had to fight a lot of battles and 

they had to divvy up the land to the 12 
different tribes of Israel.  
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• And there came a point when Joshua 
released all of the twelve tribes to go settle 
into their portion of the Promised 
Land…and live serving the Lord…obeying 
the commands that Moses delivered in 
Deuteronomy. 
1. Let’s see what happened.  
2. Read Judges 2:6-13. 

v. Obviously, the generation that went 
into the Promised Land with Joshua 
lived their lives serving and 
worshiping God…as our text says. 

• But they didn’t do everything that God 
commanded them to do… 

• Namely, raise up the next generation to 
know God and His saving power.  
1. They didn’t disciple their kids.  

• And the consequences were dire… 
1. There is a whole generation who did not 

know God nor His saving work.  
• And you know what the saddest part was? 

1. While they forgot to disciple their kids, 
the culture around them was busy at 
work discipling them. 

2. And as we read, these kids grew up 
following the false gods of the culture 
around them and not the God of their 
parents.  
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IV. FORMATION, NOT INDOCTRINATION 
a. See, God calls us to raise up our 

kids, not just with a knowledge of 
God, but with an awe of God 
because we have been faithful to 
teach them about how He has 
saved us.  

i. See, in our Scripture this morning, I 
don’t think we just read about the 
mandate that we have to raise up the 
next generation of Christ followers, I 
also think we are told HOW we are to 
raise up the next generation of Christ 
followers.  

• And I want to talk about this, this morning 
because there is a way that God wants us 
to raise up our kids with the knowledge of 
God. 
1. And then there are damaging (maybe 

even abusive) ways to raise up our kids 
with the knowledge of God. 

2. And our two texts this morning from 
Deuteronomy and Judges will help us to 
understand how God wants us to do 
this.  

b. When our kids are young, they are 
like sponges.  

i. Their brains are developing, and they 
are taking in information and storing it 
away at an incredible rate.  

• They also have a deep trust in their parents 
and other adults in their life.  
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• And so, when we teach them about God at 
a very young age, that information usually 
will stick and they will trust what we have 
to say.  

ii. But we all know that they will grow 
up.  

• And they will become independent.  
• And they will have to decide one day if the 

information we gave them about God is 
something they accept for themselves or 
not.  

• Doubt will come. The world will challenge 
their beliefs. 
1. They will encounter evil an suffering and 

will have to wrestle with if there is a God 
that is both good and sovereign.  

2. They will be persecuted and will have to 
decide if God is worth it.  

iii. And the question is: when the doubt 
comes (and it will), will they have a 
love for God in their heart that is 
stronger than the doubt? 

• Or will we have just indoctrinated our kids 
with information instead of formed a love 
for God in their hearts…and when the doubt 
comes, there is nothing to anchor them 
down in their faith. 
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iv. Statistically speaking about 7 out of 10 
kids will stop attending church once 
they leave their parent’s house.1 

• And we are seeing a massive increase of 
Gen Xers and Millennials who grew up in a 
Christian home and now refer to 
themselves as religiously unaffiliated.2  

v. And I really believe that these 
statistics are the fruit of Christian 
indoctrination rather than the 
formation of a love of God. 

• We need to understand the difference 
between indoctrinating our kids and 
forming a love of God in our kids.  

c. This is what indoctrination is. 
i. The dictionary definition is teaching a 

person to accept a set of 
beliefs uncritically. 

• Indoctrination is teaching our kids what 
they should believe.  
1. And because they are our kids, they 

normally will accept what they are told 
to believe without any sort of challenge.  

2. And because we are teaching our kids 
these things because they are 
meaningful to us, we are delighted when 
they seem to regurgitate the things 
about God that we are teaching them.  

• But as our kids hit the teenage years, what 
can become the anchor for them to hold on 
to these beliefs is guilt.  

 
1 https://lifewayresearch.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-
church-as-young-adults/ 
2 https://www.pewforum.org/2015/05/12/americas-changing-religious-
landscape/ 
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1. This feeling that I have to believe these 
things and it would be wrong to believe 
anything else.  

2. And when guilt drives your beliefs and 
your behavior, you don’t allow yourself 
any room or space to wrestle with those 
beliefs and what happens is those beliefs 
stay in the head and never sink down to 
the heart. 

• But the heart is where our true self is. It is 
where our true beliefs and desires reside. 
1. And guilt causes me to suppress my true 

self. 
2. My head overrides my heart when it 

comes to what I should believe.  
• That is until I move out of mom and dads 

house.  
1. And I encounter a world that gives me 

permission to question what I should 
believe.  

2. In fact, I encounter a world that will tell 
me I should question it.  

3. And just like the children in Judges, the 
culture around me will be ready with all 
kinds of false gods to tug at my heart, to 
win me over, to show me something 
better than what I was indoctrinated to 
believe.  

• When the doubt comes, what I was told to 
believe growing up isn’t enough. 

ii. Our job is not to indoctrinate our 
kids…our job is to form a love for God 
in the hearts of our kids. How do we 
do that? 

• Well, I have three things we need to do to 
form a love of God in the hearts of our kids. 
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• But, let me first say that the desire of many 
parents and churches who indoctrinate 
their kids is good.  
1. They genuinely want to teach them 

about God and the Bible.  
2. The problem is when our teaching is not 

substantiated by the three things that I 
am about to teach us.  

• And so, it is implied that the job of all of us 
when it comes to raising up the next 
generation is to teach our kids about God 
and the Bible.  
1. We want to impart knowledge.  
2. That is clear from the texts that we have 

this morning in Scripture.  
• But our teaching, if we want to form a love 

of God in their hearts, must be 
substantiated by these three things: 

d. #1 – God’s commands must be 
connected to God’s saving work. 
• When we teach our kids about what God 

has commanded and how God has called us 
to live our lives, we must connect these 
commands to God’s saving work.  

i. This is so important because this is 
what literally distinguishes our faith 
from every other faith and false god in 
the world.  

• While we were still sinners, our God came 
after us and saved us.  
1. Just like He made a way to rescue the 

Nation of Israel from their slavery to 
Egypt, God also made a way to rescue 
us from our slavery to sin through His 
Son, Jesus.  
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2. God sees us in our state of misery, 
rescues us by His grace and His strength, 
and then tells us how we are to live. 

3. And we know that this is for our good 
precisely because God saved us! 

• This is crystal clear in our passage from 
Deuteronomy 6. 
1. Read Deuteronomy 6:20-24. 

• And this is a pattern that repeats itself in 
Scripture…Grace Motivated Obedience.  
1. If you go to Exodus 20 where we get the 

10 Commandments…look at how it is 
written… 

2. 1 “And God spoke all these words, 
saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall 
have no other gods before me…” 

• God begins with His saving grace and then 
he gives His commands. 
1. Our faith is not – Obey and then you will 

be accepted.  
2. No, our faith is – We are accepted in 

Christ, therefore we obey. 
ii. When it comes to every other faith or 

human philosophy, they are all based 
on merit. 

• Can you measure up? Are you good 
enough? Are you smart enough? Are you 
worthy of whatever rewards that system 
offers? 

• And when we are teaching our kids about 
the Word of God and we don’t connect that 
with God’s saving work and His grace… 
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1. Then, in the imaginations of our kids, we 
make God out to be this authoritarian in 
the sky who is always watching us and 
waiting for us to mess up. 

2. Not the loving Father who has come 
after us to rescue us and show us the 
way of life. 

iii. So, how do you connect God’s 
commands with His saving work? 

• We follow the example that we read in 
Deuteronomy. 

• EVERY.SINGLE .TIME. WE TEACH OUR 
KIDS ABOUT GOD’S COMMANDS, WE SAY: 
1. There was a day where we rebelled 

against God. We were lost in our sin and 
enemies with God.  

2. But God rescued us from our sin with a 
mighty hand.  

3. He sent His Son, Jesus, to take our 
punishment for our sin and forgive us. 

4. And now, we are no longer enemies with 
God but He is our Father and we will live 
with Him forever.  

5. And so, God shows us the way we 
should live because He loves us and 
knows what’s best.  

6. We don’t always understand and 
sometimes it’s hard to follow His ways, 
but we do because we know that God is 
always after our good.  

• And we need to repeat that constantly to 
our kids.  
1. And just when we get tired of saying 

it…that’s when they’ll start to hear it.  
2. And we would have trained them to 

connect God’s grace with God’s 
commands.  
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• And this is why at Grace Hill Kids, we are 
not just interested in teaching your kids 
Bible stories and morals, but we use 
Gospel-Centered Curriculum that is 
designed to connect all of God’s Word to 
His Saving Work.  
1. We want our kids to know that God’s 

commands are a reflection of His deep 
love and affection for us.  
 

e. #2 – Our kids must see us rely on 
God’s saving work. 

i. I don’t know about you, but one thing 
I fear often is saying something to one 
of my kids or treating them in a 
certain way that sticks with them for a 
long time…that really hurts them…that 
pushes them away.  

• I’ve counseled many people who are 
working through all kinds of issues 
connected to something their parents did 
or said. 

• And I fear ever hurting one of my kids in 
this way.  

ii. But you want to know the truth, we 
are going to hurt our kids. We are 
going to fail them at some point. We 
are going to mess up. We are going to 
say something we should not say. We 
are going to sin against our kids.  

• And in those moments, we will prove to our 
kids if this saving work of the Gospel is 
something we really believe in or not.   
1. See, the Gospel says that we need a 

Savior.  
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2. When we trust in Christ, we 
acknowledge our sin and agree that we 
need grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 

• And when Gospel people realize that they 
have hurt someone, they own it. 
1. They don’t let their pride get in the way.  
2. They don’t cover it up. They don’t make 

excuses. They don’t blame shift. They 
own it and seek forgiveness.  

• One of the greatest gifts (parents this is for 
you) we can give our kids is to 
demonstrate, true, genuine, humble 
repentance when we sin against them. 

• Here is example… 
1. Hey buddy, when Daddy yelled at you 

and said those things to you, he was 
wrong. 

2. I sinned against God and against you 
when I did that.  

3. That was not your fault. There is never 
anything that you could do that would 
make it okay for me to treat you that 
way. 

4. This is why I needs God’s grace and why 
I’m so thankful that Jesus went to the 
cross for me.  

5. I know God forgives me but I need you 
to know that I am sorry. 

6. Will you forgive me? 
iii. Whenever we sin against our kids and 

we demonstrate Gospel-centered 
repentance to them, we show them 
that we rely on the very saving work 
of God that we are teaching them 
about.  
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• And the older your kids get, the more they 
will be watching for this.  
1. And there may not be anything more 

powerful to form a love for God in their 
hearts than to experience how the 
gospel can heal wounds and reconcile 
conflict. 

2. And there may not be anything more 
damaging to the fear of our kids to hear 
us proclaim the gospel with our mouth 
but refuse to live by it…especially when 
we sin against them.  

• And this goes for our marriages. This goers 
for church conflict. This goes for conflict 
within the extended family.  
1. Our kids are watching… 

f. #3 – Our kids must experience a 
church where they are loved as 
Jesus loves us.   

i. All of our kids are in different places 
when it comes to their development, 
their behavior, and their belief in God. 

• And this needs to be a safe place where 
they are loved, welcomed, cherished, and 
valued. 

ii. So many kids have a church 
experience where they are told to sit, 
be quiet, and behave and their church 
experience becomes one of just doing 
everything they can to control their 
urges and not embarrass their parents. 

• But we have an opportunity to serve our 
kids well by giving them our time and 
attention and getting down on their level to 
teach them about God and His saving work.  
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• Our kids need to be loved in a way that 
requires sacrifice on our part in the 
church…the way Jesus loved us.  

iii. Here at Grace Hill, we believe the 
person who is primarily responsible 
for discipling our kids is the 
parents…not the church. 

• But the church is critical to our parents 
being successful and we want to partner 
with our parents in this.  

• And this is why our desire is to continue to 
build a robust children’s ministry here at 
Grace Hill Church where all of us sacrifice 
our time as a way of loving and cherishing 
the next generation that God has entrusted 
to us. 

iv. Here at Grace Hill, God has entrusted 
a lot of kids to us…and that number is 
just going to grow.  

• And that means that our children’s ministry 
requires a lot of volunteers on Sunday 
morning…and that is only going to grow.  
1. We are hoping to grow our Grace Hill 

Kids volunteer team this year so we can 
increase the number of teachers in each 
classroom from one to two. 

2. And also because we are launching a Jr. 
High and Sr. High class in October. 

• I sincerely believe that Grace Hill Kids and 
the youth program that is starting to get off 
the ground is a special calling upon us as a 
church from God.  
1. And that he is looking to us to be faithful 

to raise up the next generation.  
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• And that’s why I am asking that every 
person that calls this church their church 
home to commit to serving in Grace Hill 
Kids in addition to one other serving team. 
1. Our need is that big but the opportunity 

is even bigger and is close to the heart 
of God. 

v. And to give you a glimpse into this 
opportunity to serve Grace Hill Kids, 
we made a video…why don’t you 
check it out. SHOW VIDEO 

 

V. CONCLUSION 
a. How do we not just indoctrinate 

our kids but form a love of God in 
their hearts? 

i. We need to connect God’s commands 
with God’s saving work.  

ii. Our kids need to see us rely on his 
saving work. 

iii. And our Kids must experience a 
church where they are deeply loved.  

b. All of us have a role to play in 
raising up the next generation to 
know and love God.  

i. I hope that all of us will spend some 
time praying about how God is calling 
us to contribute. 

• If you are interested in serving in GHK, you 
can mark that on your commitment card if 
you’re coming to the All Church Family 
Meeting tonight or you can contact Lisa, 
our Kid’s Director, her contact info is in your 
bulletin. 

VI. PRAY  


