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I.  INTRODUCTION 

a. This morning, we are going to 
continue in our series called KING 
JESUS where we are learning that 
our joy is found when we submit to 
Jesus as the King of our life.  

i. Now, over the last two weeks, I have 
talked about this thing called: 
secularism.  

• And the best way to define secularism is 
the elevation of self and the shedding off of 
external authority.  
1. Especially the external authority of God. 

ii. And so, obviously, one of the 
outcomes from secularism in our 
society is what we would call: 
individualism.  

• Individualism is this mindset where we only 
trust ourselves as an individual, and the way 
we think about things, more than anyone 
else. 
1. It’s this belief inside of us…that if 

everyone would think about the world 
and see things the way I see them, it 
would be a lot better. 

• It would be better if my doctor would just 
listen to my self-diagnosis even though I 
didn’t study in med-school for 8 years, I just 
spent a morning on google.  
1. This is why you have people with the flu 

demanding Z-Packs.  
• It would be better if politicians would think 

about Foreign Policy the way I think about 
Foreign Policy…even though I am not a 
foreign policy expert. 
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• It would be better if the preacher 
interpreted the Bible the way I interpret the 
Bible.  

iii. Individualism is this belief that, 
although we have not spent the time 
to become an expert on something, 
we consider ourselves an expert.  

• We see our own thought process as pure 
and without any bias and other people’s 
thought process as possibly corrupted or 
misguided.  

• And if you need proof that this is our 
culture, than you have not spent anytime 
on social media.  

iv. I’ll never forget when I was first 
starting out in the ministry as a young 
college minister.  

• I had an undergrad degree in Biblical 
Studies but had not yet gone to seminary.  

• And I was talking with an older pastor at 
the church about a particular passage in the 
book of Romans.  
1. This pastor directed me to read a part of 

a commentary on the book of Romans 
written by Douglas Moo.  

2. Now Doug Moo is a world class New 
Testament scholar who has been 
teaching a Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School for decades.  

• And I went back to this pastor, he asked me 
about what I read, and I began to answer 
him by saying: You know, here is where 
Doug Moo is wrong…” 
1. And this pastor stops me from saying 

anything else and says: 
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2. Please. Tell me Allan. Tell me what you, a 
22 year old, in all your wisdom, 
experience, and scholarly study of the 
Bible…tell me how Doug Moo, a world 
class New Testament scholar who has 
spent more years than you’ve been alive 
studying the New Testament….please tell 
me how he is wrong and you are clearly 
right. 

• And this stopped me in my tracks. I was 
dripping with arrogance. 
1. And this is individualism. This belief in 

me that only I can be trusted and my 
perspective and the way I see things is 
clearly best. 

2. Even if I am young and inexperienced. 
• And this is secular thinking because 

secularism says to elevate self and shed off 
any external authority that might tell me 
how to live or how to think.  
1. Secularism says if you want to be 

successful, you must make your mark in 
the world and show how you are a 
product of your own making without the 
aid of anyone else.  

b. And here is the thing about 
secularism and individualism.  

i. It creates a culture where it is really 
difficult for people to admit when 
they’re wrong and it’s even more 
difficult to ask for help.  

• Because we take pride in having all the 
answers and being able to figure things out 
on our own.  
1. Self-reliance and self-sufficiency are our 

highest ideals. 
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ii. And this is why in a secular society, 
we might grasp the logic of the 
Gospel in our heads, but to live 
according to it in our hearts is a 
different thing.  

• Because the Gospel requires us to 
recognize that there is something 
fundamentally wrong with us and we are 
helpless.  
1. There is nothing we can do to change it.  

 

II. SERIES PLUG 
a. And this is what I have been trying 

to get us to understand through 
the first several weeks of this 
sermon series.   

i. Remember, we have been putting 
together a theology…simple 
statements about what we believe 
about God and what we believe about 
ourselves. 

• We’ve been building a foundation so we 
can fully understand what it means to live 
our lives for King Jesus.  

• So, let’s run through these again because 
today is a very important turning point in 
our theology.  

b. #1 – In love, God created me not to 
be the center of my story. 

i. God created each and every one of us 
as unique, dignified individuals with 
the purpose of using our individuality 
to bring glory to God.  
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• Picture that for a second. Billions and 
billions of people who are all different in so 
many ways but all see their purpose as to 
point to and live their lives for God.  

ii. We are image bearers of God…we are 
not image bearers of self.  

• But remember, the essence of sin is that we 
have rejected this purpose and have 
centered our lives on ourselves rather than 
God. 

c. #2 – In sin, I have abused God, 
others, and creation in order to be 
the center of my story.  

i. Ego, being seen as independent, 
seeking after the praise of others, self-
reliance, self-sufficiency, putting 
myself before God and others, have 
become our life’s purpose.  

• Billions and billions of people saying no to 
God and battling each other for the glory 
he deserves. 

• And it has broken our world.  
ii. And this is what the Bible says is sin.  

d. #3 – There is no joy when I am the 
center of my story. 

i. The Bible literally says we thought we 
were being wise when we rejected 
God and began to center our life on 
ourselves but we were really fools.  

• Because there is no joy in living for self. 
• It only brings brokenness into our lives.  

ii. But last week, we saw that God is not 
asking to be the center of our lives, he 
is demanding it with the authority of 
the creator of the universe.  
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e. #4 – God will be the center of my 
story whether I like it or not. 

i. God is holy and all-powerful and he 
will not tolerate anyone stealing His 
glory much less making a mess of his 
creation.  

III. THE LAW 
a. But there is one major 

problem…the fall of mankind…our 
sin against God…is an irreversible 
act.  

i. If you remember when we studied 
Genesis 3 together a few weeks back, 
we saw that God told Adam and Eve 
that if they sinned against God, that 
they would die.   

• And God wasn’t just talking about physical 
death, he was talking about spiritual death.  
1. The second that Adam and Eve sinned 

against God, they spiritually died.  
• And every human born after Adam and Eve 

would be born in sin against God and also 
spiritually dead.  
1. Romans 5:12 says – “Therefore, just as sin 

came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned.” 

• And when we talk about spiritual death, 
what we mean is the inability to be in right 
relationship with God.  
1. We are born enemies of God and 

deserving of his judgement.  
2. And just like a dead man cannot reverse 

his condition or make himself alive, we 
are unable make things right with God. 
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b. And there is nothing that better 
helps us to understand this point 
than the Law.  

i. God gave his people a law that he 
demanded that they abide by.  

• God gave his people worship practices and 
rituals that they were to religiously keep.  

• God gave his people a sacrificial system 
where they would have to offer animal and 
grain sacrifices to God when they broke the 
law in order to atone for their sin.  

• It was an incredibly intricate, overwhelming, 
impossible law to follow.  

ii. And like we saw last week, God is not 
flippant about the law and His 
holiness.  

• He is not lenient with his law.  
• If we want to be right with God, we have to 

be perfect as he is perfect.  
1. But perfection for fallen humanity is 

impossible  
2. Psalm 14:2-3 – “The Lord looks down 

from heaven on the children of man, to 
see if there are any who understand, 
who seek after God. They have all turned 
aside; together they have become 
corrupt; there is none who does good, 
not even one.” 

iii. God has demanded perfect 
righteousness of us, but we are 
spiritually dead and unable to do it.  

• I mean this is like God telling me that if I 
want to get into heaven, I need to sit down 
and score a perfect score on an advanced 
quantum physics exam… 
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1. I’m not even going to be able to 
understand the first question.  

• This is how far apart God and mankind is. 
• And the law was never designed to be the 

thing that would bring God and man 
together, it was designed to show us the 
depth of the problem. 
1. Paul says in Romans 3:20 – “For by 

works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the 
law comes knowledge of sin.” 

• The law gives us knowledge of our sin so 
that no one is able to stand up and claim 
that they have achieved perfect 
righteousness.  
1. The law shows us we are spiritually 

dead.  
2. The law shows us that we deserve the 

wrath of God.  
3. The law shows us that we are alienated 

from God, cutoff from His Kingdom.  
 

IV. I NEED HELP! 
a. And this truth about our sin before 

God is the most difficult for a 
secular society, an individualistic 
society to accept. 

i. Because the law of God forces us to 
look into the mirror and admit that we 
are not good enough.  

• That I am not special. I am just as much of a 
sinner as the next guy.  

• And that there is nothing that I can do.  
1. Trying to exert my will on my behavior 

and live the best life that I can will not 
awaken me from my spiritual death.  
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2. Running away from God and rejecting 
him will not awaken my spiritual death.  

3. Claiming authority over what the Bible 
says and does not say and changing this 
theology will not awaken my spiritual 
death.  

ii. When we look at the law, and we look 
at our sin, and we look at the holiness 
of God….there is only one appropriate 
response… 

• HELP! 
• I AM LOST! 
• I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT TO DO! 
• I CAN’T DO THIS ON MY OWN! 
• I’M TOO WEAK! I HAVE SINNED AGAINST 

YOU AND I CAN’T STOP! 
• HELP! 

iii. The two things a secular society is 
allergic to.  

• Admitting fault and asking for help.  
• But that is our next theological statement: 

1. I am lost, I need help! 
• We are spiritually dead and have no ability 

to be right with God outside of his 
intervention.  
1. And God tells his people in the Old 

Testament that this is the ultimate plan. 
2. That God would send someone to save 

us. 
3. That God would intervene and make a 

way…and that Savior would be Jesus.  
• And the prophet Isaiah announced to God’s 

people in great detail exactly how that 
Savior, Jesus, would intervene and breathe 
life into our spiritually dead bodies.  
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iv. So, I want us to read together Isaiah 
53. 

• And as we read this chapter, we are going 
to see Isaiah prophesy 700 years before the 
birth of Jesus Christ five distinct ways that 
this Savior would intervene on our behalf 
and save us. 
 

V. READ ISAIAH 53 
a. The first way that the Savior 

intervenes on our behalf is through 
PURSUIT.  

i. The Savior pursues us. What does it 
mean for someone to pursue another 
person? 

• Well, as a guy, I think about how I pursue 
my wife. Both when I was dating her and 
also now as her husband. 
1. Pursuing my wife means initiating 

relationship, serving and loving the 
person without being prompted. 

2. For one person to pursue another 
person, it has to be self-motivated.  

3. Guys, pro-tip, your wife does not want 
to have to remind you to take her out on 
a date. She wants to be pursued.  

4. She does not want to have to remind 
you to show her affection.  

5. She wants to be pursued.  
• Which means you are taking the first step 

towards them and you are seeking to woo 
them to yourself. 

ii. And look at what we read about our 
Savior in Isaiah 53:2-4. 
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• We read about how in order for our Savior 
to come to us and save us, he had to 
become a human.  
1. And not just any human, but a human in 

humble, poor, and afflicted 
circumstances.  

• Jesus took oh humanity in such a way 
where he would be tempted in every way 
that we are tempted. He would experience 
every type of grief that we experience. He 
would suffer in every way that we suffer. 
1. Hebrews 4:15 says – “For we do not have 

a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

• Did you see that. Jesus takes on humanity 
and therefore is able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses.  
1. He steps into our world. Experiences 

brokenness as we do. 
2. And Jesus does this without being 

prompted by us. He does this without 
being compelled by us. Jesus steps into 
humanity because he is pursuing us.  

3. We did not woo Him to earth, He came 
to woo us to Himself.  

4. In love, he initiates the help that we 
need! 

• This is how much God desires to be 
reconciled with you.  
1. That he would initiate. 
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b. And in order to pursue us and save 
us, our Savior came to be 
CRUSHED for us…that is the second 
way that the Savior intervenes on 
our behalf. 

i. Read Isaiah 53:5-6, 10-11 
• If you remember last week, we read two 

examples of people in the Old Testament 
who broke God’s law, and God quickly 
struck them dead, crushes them.  

• And if it is true that all of us are guilty of 
breaking the law and have no shot at 
perfectly keeping the law, the question 
must be asked… 
1. Why did God crush these guys and not 

every single one us the minute we break 
the law for the first time? 

• And the answer is that we all deserve what 
those guys got and apart from salvation, 
we will face it.  
1. And these examples in the Old 

Testament were examples of the fact 
that God is serious about His holiness 
and he will justly punish sin equally 
across the board.  

• Which is why when our Savior comes to 
pursue us, he has to become a human like 
us, tempted in every way that we are yet 
without sin, so he can represent us and 
stand in our place, and be crushed as we 
deserve to be crushed.  
1. Read again v.6 & v.11 again.  

• The Savior intervenes in our lives by taking 
on Himself God’s judgement and bearing 
our iniquity.  
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ii. And if He has stood in our place and 
taken upon Himself the chastisement, 
the piercing, the crushing that we 
deserve, then He will also absorb into 
His body the spiritual death that we 
deserve. 

c. The third way that the Savior 
intervenes on our behalf is through 
being CUT OFF.  

i. Read Isaiah 53:8-9. 
• 700 years before Jesus walked the earth, 

Isaiah prophesied that the Savior would be 
wrongly condemned, executed, and buried 
in the tomb of a rich man.  
1. And Jesus was wrongly accused. It was 

through oppression that he was 
executed on the cross. He died having 
committed no sin. 

ii. But it was not just those who wrongly 
accused him who had willed that 
Jesus would die that day.  

• This was always the plan. 
• And as Jesus hung on the cross, innocent, 

yet bearing all of our iniquity, He has this 
moment where He cries out to his Father in 
Heaven and he says in Mark 15:34 – “My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
1. At this moment, as Jesus stands in our 

place as our substitute and bears our 
iniquity, he experiences what it’s like to 
be kicked out of the Kingdom of God.  

2. He experiences what it was like when 
God kicked Adam and Eve out of the 
garden.  

3. He experiences His Father turning His 
back on Him. 

4. He experiences Spiritual Death. 
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iii. The Savior becomes one of us yet is 
without sin, is crushed in our place, 
and goes to the grave in our place… 

d. And this leads to the fourth way 
that the Savior intervenes on our 
behalf, which is through His 
SILENCE.  

i. Read Isaiah 53:7. 
• We need to feel how significant this is.  

1. When you are in court and you are 
accused of a crime.  

2. And you are innocent, and you can 
prove that you are innocent.  

3. There would be no reason to stay silent 
unless you wanted to be convicted. 

• The night that Jesus was arrested, His 
disciples tried to defend Him, and He 
silenced them.  
1. When Jesus was interrogated and 

beaten, he stayed silent.  
2. When people were mocking Jesus while 

he was hanging on the cross and saying: 
If you were really God, you would save 
yourself and come off of the cross. He 
stayed on the cross.  

3. He had the authority and the ability to 
end the suffering right there, but he 
stayed on the cross.  

ii. He was like a sheep that silently was 
being led to slaughter, to be crushed 
and to be cut off in our place to cover 
our sins.  

• But he also was not like a sheep being led 
to slaughter…because Jesus wasn’t silent 
because he had an animal brain and was 
ignorant about the path before him.  
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• No, he was deliberately silent.  
1. He deliberately did not defend himself 

so that his righteousness could be used 
to defend us, the people he came to 
pursue and to save.  

iii. Let that sink in. Jesus did not defend 
Himself, when He had the right to, so 
that he could be crushed in our place, 
so he could die in our place, so that 
his righteousness could be used in our 
defense! 

• This is the ultimate act of not elevating 
oneself above others…but of denying 
oneself for others.  

• It has nothing to do with how we have 
obeyed the law or impressed Christ.  
1. It has everything to do with what our 

Savior has done.  
2. It is not our work. It is His work.  

iv. But what’s the end game? 
• Is the end game that the Savior is in the 

grave and we are declared righteous and 
get to go to heaven? 
1. No, that’s not the end game.  
2. Jesus isn’t after our righteousness for 

righteousness sake.  
• No, Jesus is after the glory of God the 

Father and restoring humanity to bearing 
the image of God as we were created.  

And so the fifth way that the Savior 
intervenes on our behalf is through 
RESURRECTION. 

v. Read Isaiah 53:12. 
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• This has imagery of a King who went into 
battle, was victorious, and now is sharing 
the spoils with his people.  

• This prophesy in Isaiah 53 ends with victory 
and we know the victory is the resurrection 
of the Savior.  
1. Jesus not only takes death upon himself 

in our place, but he defeats death so 
that it no longer has power over us. 

• And Jesus is now our resurrected King who 
shares the spoils of his victory over sin and 
death with us.   
1. He is King Jesus.  
2. He has done for us what we could not 

do for ourselves…he has saved us from 
our sin and made us righteous.   

3. He has defeated death. 
4. And he now reigns as our King and is the 

center of the story of every person who 
calls upon Him as Lord and Savior.  

vi. And so, as Christians, we are not 
individuals who are self-reliant, we are 
blood bought children of God who 
would be lost if it weren’t for God’s 
gracious pursuit of us.  

vii. See, legalism is a form of secularism.  
• Legalism says that we must continue to 

prove our salvation, we must continue to 
follow the law or risk being cut off again, 
that we must continue to earn God’s favor 
and love.  
1. And this is a form of secularism because 

secularism is determined to elevate self.  
2. To give ourselves a reason to boast and 

be able to say: LOOK AT WHAT I 
ACCOMPLISHED.  

• But the law is not very kind to the legalist.  
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1. We are not so strong and moral that we 
could impress God on our good 
behavior and piety alone, we are sinners 
who need Jesus to bear our iniquity and 
go to the grave on our behalf. 

viii. On the other hand, presuming on the 
grace of God and living a life of 
unfettered sin while claiming that 
Jesus has forgiven you of it all is also a 
form of secularism. 

• Because when we presume on the grace of 
God and use it as an excuse to keep on 
sinning, we highjack the gospel and take 
something that is about the glory of God 
and make it about us.  
1. It’s the same sin as the garden. 

• We are not individuals free of external 
authority, but by God’s grace, we now can 
live this life in submission to King Jesus.  
1. And we don’t submit to King Jesus in 

order to be righteous. No, Jesus already 
did the work so that we could be 
righteous. He gets the credit for that.  

2. We submit to King Jesus because we 
love Him, because our joy is found in 
following Him, and we want to bring 
glory and honor to God and not glory 
and honor to ourselves. 

3. We don’t elevate self anymore while 
shedding off the external authority of 
God.  

4. No, we shed off ourselves and submit to 
God’s good and right rule in our lives.  
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ix. And next week, we are going to 
explore more of what it looks like for 
our hearts to be transformed from 
someone who is centered on self to 
someone who is centered on God… 

• But for this morning, I want us to spend the 
time reflecting on how Jesus has come to 
pursue us and to save us.  

• Because without Jesus initiating his pursuit 
of us, we would all still be in our sins.  

 
VI. PRAY 
 


