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I. PRAYER 
i. We pray that you would reveal to us 

our fears, our hesitations, and our 
excuses when it comes regularly 
sharing the gospel with people.  
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. The Bible says that there is “more 

joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no 
repentance.” 

i. If you remember the parable that 
Jesus tells about the Tax Collector and 
the Pharisee that go to pray in the 
temple.  

• The Pharisee, a Jewish leader, prays to God 
and says: 
1. God thank you that I live such a 

righteous life! 
2. Thank you that I’m not like this Tax 

Collector who is wicked and a fraud! 
• The Tax Collector, someone known for 

stealing money from the poor, comes 
before God and beats his chest and cries 
out for mercy because he knows that he 
has sinned before God.  
1. He’s broken over his sin and he repents.  

ii. The Bible says that there is more joy in 
heaven over this one tax collector 
repenting and crying out for mercy 
than 99 of these Pharisees.  
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b. How easy is it as a church to be a 
place where Christians can come 
and worship God, be encouraged in 
their faith, learn from the 
Scriptures, and be in community 
with one another…. 

i. All good things. All things we’re 
commanded to do.  

ii. But how easy is it to be all about the 
needs of the 99…. 

• And yet, never witness the moment where 
the one…the Tax Collector repents…and all 
of heaven rejoices? 

c. The vision of Grace Hill is to be a 
church where all people can find 
joy in Jesus.  

i. I want to be a church where Christians 
thrive and grow in their joy in Jesus! 

• I want that for you! 
• But there is an intoxicating joy that we 

don’t experience often.  
• And that is the joy of celebrating along with 

all of heaven when we witness someone 
meet Jesus, surrender their life, and taste 
true joy for the first time.  

• That’s intoxicating. It’s contagious.  
ii. And I want to be a church where we 

celebrate with heaven regularly. 
d. But I believe we have something 

working against us when it comes 
to being a church where that 
happens.  
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i. And I know this, because this is true of 
me. This is something that I need to 
not only confess, but also repent of 
before you. 

ii. But I believe that the church in 
America, and I find this to be true of 
our church, I find this true of my life, 
has gotten so good at putting on 
camouflage... 

• And blending in to the world… 
• Where maybe we don’t live exactly like the 

world, but we look like the world enough 
that no one really notices us. 
1. We’re different! 
2. We belong to the Kingdom of God. 
3. We have the true message of salvation. 
4. We are ambassadors of Christ sent here 

for the purpose of God proclaiming the 
Gospel through our mouths… 

• But no one would ever know it. 
• Because we’re camouflaged. We don’t want 

to stick out.   
• The camouflage soothes our fear of 

rejection.  
1. And prevents us from sticking out. 

iii. And it’s gotten to the point that the 
idea of sharing the gospel with 
someone has become almost an 
unthinkable task.  

• We get around it by saying we want our 
lifestyles to preach the gospel and not our 
mouths…the problem is the gospel is a 
message to be proclaimed.  

• Seeing our neighborhoods, our schools, and 
our places of work as a mission field has 
become a radical notion.  
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• Taking off the camouflage has almost 
become taboo. 
1. We believe if the world thinks we’re 

weird, they won’t ever listen to our 
message.  

• Which is why we have statistics that say in 
America, it takes 85 church members to see 
just one person converted to Christ. 
1. An 85 to 1 ratio!!!!! 
2. Which is why we have thousands of 

churches closing their doors every single 
year.  

e. And so, this morning we are 
starting a sermon series called “Joy 
Over One.” 

i. All of heaven rejoices over the 
repentance of one sinner and I don’t 
want us as a church to be content 
with missing out on that celebration! 
 

III. MATTHEW 4:18-23 
a. So, this morning, we are going to 

begin by studying Matthew 4:18-23 
so that we can assess where our 
hearts are with this…we need a 
heart assessment. 

i. My hope for this morning and this 
week as we take time to examine our 
hearts, is that God would reveal to us 
how closely we cling to that 
camouflage. 

• And how it is robbing us of the incredible 
joy of going all in as a spokesperson for the 
gospel. 
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b. Read Matthew 4:18-23 
i. This is a simple account of how Jesus 

called his disciples to follow him.  
• And the simplicity of the account might 

cause us to think that there isn’t much to 
glean from this text but it is exactly its 
simplicity that is so profound. 

ii. Because here is what I want us to 
notice in the text and wrestle with this 
morning. 

• Jesus very simply makes following him 
inseparable from the work of getting others 
to follow him. 
1. Inherent to being a disciple of Jesus 

Christ is multiplication…that as you grow 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ you will 
multiply yourself into other disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  

2. Jesus calls on his disciples to follow him. 
To learn from him. To live life with him. 
And then he also calls upon them to do 
the work of telling others about Him. 

c. And here is where I think we need a 
heart assessment.  

i. Are we content with only following 
Jesus halfway? 

• Are we comfortable with following Jesus 
when it comes to what happens inside our 
homes, when it comes to our own personal 
values, when it comes to our engagement 
with the church… 
1. But when it comes to the other 

half…where we are actively engaged in 
making new disciples of Jesus…are we 
content to sit that part out? 
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ii. And so, I would like to study this 
passage more deeply with you this 
morning and I’m going to do that by 
having all of us think through five 
diagnostic questions.  

• Five questions that are designed to help us 
take an assessment of the condition of our 
heart. 
1. And not only do I want us to consider 

these questions now, we are also going 
to be distributing out to everyone after 
the service a Five-Day Heart Assessment 
Journal.  

2. This journal is designed to help you think 
through these five questions throughout 
the week this week.  

3. So, more on this later… 
iii. But, let’s work through these five 

diagnostic questions so we can assess 
our hearts. 
 

IV. QUESTION #1 – HOW CENTRAL IS 
FOLLOWING JESUS IN MY LIFE? 
a. When we look at our text this 

morning, it is clear that a shift 
takes place in the lives of these 
disciples when they start following 
Jesus.  

i. This imagery of them dropping their 
fishing nets, leaving their father 
behind, and following Jesus 
communicates to us that what was of 
central importance in their lives has 
now changed from whatever it was 
before to now following Jesus.  
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• Now, we know from later texts that these 
guys didn’t walk completely away from 
their occupations and their families. 

• But what is clear to us by later texts is that 
following Jesus was now the hub of their 
lives.  

b. If you were to imagine your life as 
a wheel.  

i. The hub of the wheel represents your 
central motivations. The filter through 
which you make most of your 
decisions.  

• And the spokes of that wheel represented 
all of the areas of your life. 

ii. So, maybe your life might look like 
this…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• See, the hub is what centrally motivates 
you.  
1. So, for many people, their careers are 

what is central in their life. 
2. They have found significance in their 

work. They’re passionate about it. They 
enjoy it. It’s where they find worth.  
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3. And so their lives are centered on their 
work.  

• And the spokes of the wheel represent 
everything else in your life.  
1. Your relationships. Family. Friends.  
2. How you spend your time. Leisure. 
3. How you spend your weekends.  
4. Where you decide to live.  
5. How you spend your money.  
6. Even your faith. 

• Because your life is centered on your 
career. 
1. The demands that your career places on 

you shape all the other areas of your life.  
2. It takes precedent.  
3. The career is central and the purpose of 

the spokes is to support what is central 
in your life.  

iii. And if I can lovingly press into each of 
our lives this morning, I think this 
would be a good snapshot of many of 
our lives… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iv. Insert something in the hub of the 
wheel.  
 



 9 

• Maybe its comfort and security.  
1. Maybe it’s being liked and accepted. 

• But whatever it is, following Jesus exists as 
a spoke on that wheel.  
1. Meaning that it’s important to us.  
2. But it exists to serve what is truly central 

and it will not take precedent.  
• Many of us would say that Following Jesus 

is central… 
1. But does Following Jesus take 

precedent over everyrthing else in our 
life? 

c. And so I ask this question if 
following Jesus is truly central in 
our lives… 

i. …because I believe the reason why we 
struggle with half of what it means to 
follow Jesus is because to live a life of 
making new disciples of Jesus Christ 
would impact our entire life.  

• It would become something where 
everything in our life would be affected by 
what is now centrally important to us.  

• Matthew 4 describes a reality like this… 
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1. Where everything in our life is centered 

around, impacted by, and exists to 
support what is central and that is 
following Jesus.  

• Following Jesus impacts 
1. How we spend money. How we spend 

our time. Our relationship with our 
family, friends, co-workers. 

2. Our travel schedules. 
3. The role our church plays in our life.  

ii. See, it’s easy to say we follow Jesus 
but not let it be central in our life… 

• Because in our cultural context…that’s 
what’s normal. 

• So, ask yourself, how central is following 
Jesus in my life? 
1. What area of my life am I not willing to 

give Jesus control of? 
iii. And our second diagnostic question 

might help us answer that question.  
 

V. QUESTION #2 – DO I ACCEPT THAT 
FOLLOWING JESUS WILL MAKE ME A 
MINORITY IN THIS WORLD? 
a. What do you think Jesus meant 

when he said that he would make 
his followers “fishers or men?” 

i. In her commentary on Matthew, 
Suzanne Dietrich put it this way… 

• “It is no longer a question of taking fish 
from the lake, but of drawing men up out of 
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the abyss of sin and death, catching them in 
the great net of God!”1 

ii. Jesus was saying that we, those who 
make following Jesus central in our 
lives, would be the ones through 
which he would intercept people, who 
are living opposed to God.   

• If the majority of the people in the world 
are living opposed to God.  

• And God has said he is going to use those 
who make following Jesus central in their 
lives to intercept those people.  

• Then you better believe that we will be a 
minority in this world that is going to 
obviously stick out.  

b. If you are white…anglo.  
i. You are a part of what we call 

majority culture here in America.  
• Most people in this country look like you. 
• Our society was built around the culture 

that you’re most familiar with.  
• You don’t stick out as much. 

ii. But if you are a person of color or an 
immigrant in this country…you are a 
minority.  

• Most people in this country don’t look like 
you.  

• Our society was probably not built around 
the culture that you’re used to or grew up 
with or is a part of your heritage.  

• So, you know what it feels like to stick out.  
1. To feel different than the people around 

you.  

                                                        
1 S. de Diétrich, Saint Matthew (London, 1962) 
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iii. Brothers and sisters, we are citizens of 
the Kingdom of God.  

• Most people are not like us.  
• We do not belong in this world but we are 

ambassadors of Christ sent by God to make 
an appeal to the citizens of this world about 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

• The culture that we live in was not built 
around the Kingdom of God… 
1. So, we are different.  

• And if following Jesus is central in our life…if 
we take off the camouflage…we will stick 
out.   

iv. And one of the things we need to 
begin to get comfortable with in our 
post-Christian culture here in America 
is not blending in anymore.  

• Not holding our cards close to our chest.  
• But embracing the fact that following Jesus 

means we will now stand out as a minority 
in this world.  
1. And some people will reject us for that.  
2. This is one of many areas where us 

majority culture folks can learn a whole 
lot from our minority brothers and 
sisters.  

3. How to live faithfully and boldly when 
the world looks down on us for being 
different.  

• Jesus says in John 15:18-19 – 18“If the world 
hates you, know that it has hated me before 
it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you.” 
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v. But we need to ask, do I accept the 
fact that following Jesus will mean I 
will stick out in this world and no 
longer blend in? 

• Is “acceptance by the world” what is listed 
in the hub of the wheel? 
1. I’m open to follow Jesus, but only half 

way. 
2. So long as it doesn’t threaten what is 

truly central in my life.  
 

VI. QUESTION #3 – DO I BELIEVE MY 
NEIGHBOR NEEDS THE GOSPEL AND 
GOD HAS CHOSEN ME TO DELIVER IT? 
a. And Jesus defines our neighbor 

extremely broadly.  
i. Not just those in your neighborhood 

but really anybody in life.  
• Your co-workers, friends, family, 

classmates, etc… 
ii. And in v.23 of our text, we see that 

immediately after Jesus calls these 
men to follow Him, Jesus goes out to 
the town and begins to proclaim the 
Gospel. 

• He is modeling for them exactly what he 
means when it comes to following Him and 
being fishers of men.  
1. Using our mouths to proclaim the 

Gospel. 
2. To deliver the message of the Gospel.  

b. And we need to assess our hearts 
when it comes to if we believe our 
neighbor really needs the Gospel 
or not.  
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i. Do I believe that if my neighbor does 
not hear and respond to the Gospel, 
they will face the judgement of God 
without the blood of Jesus cleansing 
them from their unrighteousness. 

ii. Do I believe that they were created as 
an image bearer of God and if they 
would surrender their lives to their 
creator, they would have true joy? 

c. God has placed one of his “fishers 
of men” in your workplace. He has 
placed one in your neighborhood. 
He has placed one in your friend 
group. He has placed one in your 
family.  

i. God has chosen you to be the one 
that will carry his message to these 
people.  

• And I know that sounds really intimidating.  
1. We often don’t feel qualified or 

knowledgeable enough to speak on 
behalf of God to people.  

2. Or, we often feel hypocritical because 
we don’t live perfect lives.  

• But when Jesus chose his disciples in 
Matthew 4, he did not pick the brightest, he 
did not pick the most morally pure, he did 
not pick the religious elite.  

• He picked normal people…who were willing 
to drop everything and make following 
Jesus central in their life.  

ii. God has chosen you to carry the 
gospel to your neighbor. 

• All He asks of you is faithfulness.  
• But, do you believe your neighbor needs it? 
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VII. QUESTION #4 – WHAT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT FOR ME TO GIVE UP TO 
FOLLOW JESUS? 
a. The Bible has always been clear 

that following Jesus comes with a 
cost. 
• That to really follow Jesus we must pick up 

our cross too.  
i. Here in Matthew 4, we see these 

disciples drop everything to follow 
Jesus. 

• And it’s possible that many of us have 
developed a view of following Jesus that it 
is something than can be done just 
alongside everything else in our lives.  
1. It can be a spoke in the wheel just like 

our hobbies are a spoke in the wheel.  
2. That following Jesus is a part of our lives 

but it’s not our entire life.  
3. It doesn’t touch everything.  

• But look at what Jesus says in Luke 9:57-62. 
1. “57 As they were going along the road, 

someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to 
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another 
he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
let me first go and bury my father.” 
60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the 
dead to bury their own dead. But as for 
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 
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61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, 
Lord, but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, 
“No one who puts his hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 

• Now, Jesus isn’t saying that you are not 
allowed to have anything else in your life be 
important to you.  
1. What he is saying, is that there is 

nothing in our lives that takes precedent 
over following Jesus and his call on our 
lives to make disciples.  

2. There is nothing that is more important.  
3. There is nothing that it does not touch.  
4. Everything in our life gets run through 

the filter of being an ambassador of 
Christ.  

5. Nothing is off the table.  
ii. So, the question is this…what in our 

lives do we say is off limits. 
• What part of our lives do we tell God he 

cannot have Lordship over? 
• What are we not willing to give up? 

iii. And this all leads to Question #5… 
 

VIII. QUESTION #5 – DO I BELIEVE 
THAT THERE IS ABUNDANT JOY IN 
GOING ALL IN? 
a. Brothers and sisters, there is a cost 

to following Jesus and every single 
one of us needs to assess our 
hearts and go before the Lord in 
repentance…and I need to be first 
in line. 



 17 

i. I have put on the camouflage.  
ii. There are things that I have not been 

willing to give up.  
iii. I sometimes fear being the guy that 

sticks out...and I’m a pastor… 
• I have used being bold in this pulpit as my 

excuse for not being bold in my 
neighborhood.  

b. But I will tell you this. There is a 
cost to following Jesus in this 
world but there is also abundant 
joy.  

i. You are a beloved creation of God and 
you bear his image.  

• God has built your soul to long to be a part 
of something that is bigger than yourself.  

• God has built your soul to reflect and 
proclaim His glory.  
1. That is where your joy is found.  
2. No longer living for yourself but living 

for Him.  
ii. And in our sin, we reject God and live 

for ourselves. We live for our own 
comfort. We live for our own 
reputation.  

• But God has redeemed us from our sin 
through the cross of Jesus Christ and he 
has opened our eyes to what our true 
purpose is…to where true joy is found. 

iii. And can any of us in this room…who 
have tasted the grace of God and 
have tasted true joy…can any of say 
that it’s not worth the cost.  
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•  Paul says in Philippians 3:7-8 – “7 But 
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for 
the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ…” 

• And brothers and sisters, we hold so many 
things closely to our chest and not allow it 
to be touched by Jesus. 
1. Our reputation. The comfort of being 

normal and not out of place.  
2. And in comparison, to the joy of going 

all-in and allowing Jesus to be the center 
of your life, they are all rubbish. 

iv. You will not regret going all-in. 
• For many of us, it’s the last thing we’re 

holding back…it’s the one thing we’re too 
afraid to give to Jesus…and we wonder why 
our Christian life is not more joyful.  

 

IX. CONCLUSION 
a. And so, as we spend time in this 

series, we are going to be talking 
about what it means to go all-in. 

i. What it means to follow Jesus and for 
all of us to play a part in making new 
disciples.  

ii. But for this morning and the rest of 
this week, I want us to gain some self-
awareness.  

• To assess where our hearts are with this.  
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• So, we will be distributing a Five-Day Heart 
Assessment Journal this morning that will 
give you space to think more deeply about 
all five diagnostic questions we discussed 
this morning.  
1. If you’re married, I encourage you and 

your spouse to do this together and 
have honest discussions about this.  

• And I’m asking you as a church to complete 
this journal before next week when we 
continue in this series.  
1. I know you’re to used to getting 

homework on a Sunday morning… 

b. Grace Hill, I long to have regular 
celebrations here along with 
heaven as we see people come to 
faith in Christ.  

i. I long for that…do you? 
ii. So, let’s pray that God would speak to 

all of us as we examine ourselves… 
• Let’s pray that he would lead us to be a 

church where all people can find joy in 
Jesus.  

 

X. PRAY 


