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I. PRAYER 
i. Reveal to us the part that you have 

called us to play in your plan to bring 
salvation and redemption to this 
broken world.  
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. One of the reasons why I love 

living in the DC area is because we 
have a true four seasons.  

i. We have hot summers, cold snowy 
winters, and beautiful Springs and 
Falls.  

ii. And the reason why I love that is 
because I love change! 

• I get tired of things staying the same. 
1. I love it that every three months things 

change with our climate.   
2. Nothing puts you in a better mood then 

the first 70 degree day of Spring around 
here.  

• I love change.  
1. We are moving right now. 
2. Just bought a house here in Herndon 

and we move this Thursday! 
3. I love it! It’s exciting to me! 

iii. But for some of you, you hate change.  
• You find security in things being consistent 

and predictable. Change can just be 
stressful to you.  

b. But there is one type of change 
that I believe we are always 
looking for and waiting for.  

i. A type of expected change that is 
built into the fabric of our souls. 
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ii. And that is a desire to see our world 
and our lives change for the better.  

• We live in a broken world and we all 
experience the brokenness of this world in 
different ways.  

• Regardless, we all desire to see this place 
change for the better.   
1. We desire to eliminate poverty but can’t 

despite spending trillions of dollars on it.  
2. We desire to see natural disasters 

prevented, but we have no control.  
3. We desire to eliminate diseases and 

illness, but despite incredible medical 
advancements, they’re still with us.  

4. We desire to rid the world of hate and 
malice, but it seems we’ll always be 
divided.  

5. We desire to eliminate the suffering in 
our own lives, to see healing in our own 
bodies, to see relationships restored in 
our own families…but we’re powerless. 

iii. We live in a broken world and we are 
waiting for it to change.  

• And it feels like when we make progress in 
curing this disease, or resolving that 
conflict, or meeting the needs of this 
person…there is just an insurmountable 
amount of brokenness left to address that 
keeps getting bigger and bigger.  

• And here’s the hard truth…we are stuck in 
our broken world and although we long to 
change it and although it is good and right 
to try and change it, the reality is we cannot 
change it…maybe improve a little bit…but 
we can’t change it.  
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iv. We need to be saved from this broken 
world.  

• We need someone who is more powerful 
than we are…who is unlike us…to save us 
from this place.  

c. And for our third week of Advent, 
we are going to talk about how 
Jesus is that Savior.  

i. But, here’s the thing, when we talk 
about the fact that Jesus is our Savior 
and that we have been “saved” I think 
we are referring to just a component 
of what it means that Jesus is our 
Savior, but not the full thing.  

ii. See, when we typically talk about 
Jesus as our Savior, we usually are 
referring to how Jesus has saved us 
from our sin through his death on the 
cross…individual justification.  

• He has saved us from judgement and has 
forgiven us for our sin so we can now 
spend eternity with God. 
1. And that is true! 

iii. But see, we typically talk about the 
personal component of our salvation.  

• Jesus has saved me from my sin.  
iv. But we don’t talk about the cosmic 

component of our salvation.  
• That not only has Jesus saved me, 

personally, from my sin.  
1. But, He is our Savior also because of 

what he is doing now and what He will 
do in the future to bring about change 
and salvation to the brokenness of this 
world. 
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v. And this morning, I want to help all of 
us come to a holistic understanding of 
what it means that Jesus is our 
Savior…and not just to us…but how 
Jesus is the Savior of the world! 
 

III. THE PROPHECY OF ZECHARIAH 
a. Remember for our Advent Series, 

we are studying four different 
announcements about who Jesus is 
from Luke 1-2. 

i. The first week we studied Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary that Jesus is 
our King, sitting on the throne of 
David.  

• Last week, we studied Mary’s song and 
announcement that Jesus is our joy.  

ii. This morning, we are going to study 
the announcement that Jesus is our 
Savior from Zechariah in Luke 1:67-79.  

b. But before we read, let me setup 
the context.  

i. Zechariah was a Jewish priest and he 
was married to a woman named 
Elizabeth, who was a relative of Mary.  

• And Luke tells us that Zechariah and 
Elizabeth were old and Elizabeth was 
barren, meaning should could not have 
children.  

ii. Well one day, Zechariah was chosen 
by lot to be the Priest to enter the 
most Holy Place in the temple by 
himself and offer incense to God.  
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• So, Zechariah finds himself in the most Holy 
Place of the temple where the presence of 
God dwelled…and an angel appears to him. 
1. And the angel tells him that Elizabeth 

will bear a son and his name will be 
John.  

2. And God will use John to prepare His 
people for the arrival of Jesus…the 
Savior they had been waiting for. 

• And Zechariah doesn’t believe the angel at 
first because of their age and because 
Elizabeth was barren.  
1. Sounds like Abraham’s wife, Sarah when 

God told her she would have a child.  
2. So, the angel causes Zechariah to go 

mute…and tells him that he will be 
unable to talk until these things take 
place.  

• So, when Zechariah is finished offering 
incense in the most holy place of the 
temple, he comes out visibly in a state of 
shock…and unable to speak.  
1. No one knew what happened to him or 

the encounter he had.  
iii. Well, Elizabeth conceives and gives 

birth to a child to everyone’s 
amazement and through all of this 
time, Zechariah was unable to talk.  

2. Maybe that was a blessing for Elizabeth 
during an unexpected pregnancy at an 
old age.  

• And eight days after the child was born, 
Elizabeth and Zechariah bring the child to 
have him circumcised according to the law.  
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1. And the community at the time expects 
that this child will be named Zechariah, 
but Elizabeth protests and says: No, he 
must be named John! 

2. Which seemed odd and against tradition 
to the community and they look to 
Zechariah, who cannot talk, to see what 
he thinks.  

3. And so Zechariah asks for something to 
write on and he writes: His name shall be 
John.  

• And at that moment, God opened 
Zechariah’s mouth so he could speak and 
right here Zechariah makes an 
announcement about the coming Savior, 
Jesus, and declares a prophesy over his 
son, John the Baptist.  

iv. And it is this announcement and 
prophecy by Zechariah that I want us 
to study together this morning.  

c. Read Luke 1:67-79 
i. So, Zechariah declares in this 

announcement that Jesus has come to 
be our Savior. 

• V.68 declares that God has provided 
redemption and v.69 declares that God has 
raised up a horn of salvation in the house of 
the servant David.  
1. Two weeks ago, we already established 

that Jesus would come and sit as our 
King on the throne of David.  
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2. And this phrase “horn of salvation” is a 
phrase that we find in the Old Testament 
and the fact that Zechariah uses this 
phrase shows us that he is making the 
announcement that Jesus is indeed the 
savior, the salvation, that God’s people 
have been waiting for. 

3. V.70 says that Jesus is the one whom 
has been prophesied about since ancient 
times.  

4. And v.73 declares that Jesus is the one 
who will fulfill the oath that was given to 
Abraham.  

ii. So, let’s just stop here for a second 
and make sense out of all of 
this…because Zechariah is clearly 
trying to connect Jesus to the Old 
Testament.  

• If we go back to Genesis 12:3, God makes an 
promise to Abraham, the Father of the 
Jewish people, that the whole world would 
be blessed through His descendants. 
1. And Paul makes the connection for us in 

Galatians 3:8 – 8 Now the Scripture saw 
in advance that God would justify the 
Gentiles [whole world] by faith and 
proclaimed the gospel ahead of time to 
Abraham, saying, All the nations will be 
blessed through you.” 

• So, the Bible is telling us that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is what God was referring to 
when he promised Abraham that the whole 
world would be blessed through his 
descendants. 
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1. So, Zechariah, is declaring here, as we 
would expect because the Bible is 
consistent, that Jesus, who is a 
descendant of Abraham, is the 
fulfillment of this oath that was made to 
Abraham.  

2. Jesus is the one through whom the 
whole world will be blessed. 

3. Jesus is the Savior of the World.  
4. And the Bible has always been pointing 

to this specific plan of salvation for the 
world. Even all the way back in Genesis 
12.  

iii. But Zechariah’s announcement about 
Jesus does not have a narrow view of 
the kind of salvation that Jesus will 
bring.  

• Where Jesus just does something about our 
sin.  
1. No, like we mentioned before, 

Zechariah’s announcement has a cosmic 
view of salvation. 

• Read v.74-75. 
1. Zechariah here is not just talking about 

being saved from our sin, he is also 
talking about being saved into a new 
kind of world…a world without 
brokenness where we live in holiness and 
righteousness in the presence of God 
forever. 

• See, when the Old Testament looked 
forward to the salvation that God would 
bring through Jesus, it looked forward not 
just to the forgiveness of our sins but to the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God. 



 9 

• It looked forward to when this broken world 
would finally be changed and redeemed 
into the place that we all long for.  
1. And we just read about this! 
2. For our Advent Reading this morning, 

the Berrangs came forward and read 
from Isaiah 35. 

3. Let’s read that again because this is the 
Bible’s view of salvation. 

4. This is the Bible’s view of what Jesus has 
come to accomplish 

5. Read Isaiah 35.  
• Isn’t that what we truly long for. Yes, we 

desire forgiveness of our sins, but we truly 
long for the redemption of this world, to 
live in a place that is marked by joy and not 
sorrow.  
1. And this is what Zechariah announces 

Jesus is here to do…to save us and 
establish God’s Kingdom…which Isaiah 
35 describes.  

iv. But you might be thinking…that 
sounds good, Allan, and your 
preaching a lot of Bible up there…but 
how long has it been since the time of 
Jesus? 2000 years? The world does 
not seem like it is getting closer to the 
reality of Isaiah 35 and our Savior has 
already come. 

• So, what’s the deal? 
• Well, this is what I want to talk about the 

rest of this morning.  
1. I want to talk about how Jesus is going 

to save us and establish the Kingdom of 
God. 

2. I want to talk about where we currently 
are in that work that Jesus is doing. 
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3. I want to talk about the part that God 
has called us to play in His plan of 
salvation which he is unfolding even 
today.  

v. And here is what I want you to see, I 
want you to see that Jesus is 
executing His saving work in this 
world in three stages. 

• That Jesus’ work of establishing the 
Kingdom of God is playing out in three 
stages.  
 

IV. STAGE #1 OF JESUS’ SAVING WORK 
– THE DEFEAT SIN & DEATH IN HIS 
FIRST ADVENT. 
a. Remember, this word Advent 

means arrival. And during the 
Christmas and Advent season we 
celebrate the first arrival of Jesus 
as a baby born to Mary. 

i. And Zechariah is declaring that this 
baby is the Savior…the one who is 
going to bring about the world we 
read about in Isaiah 35.  

• But don’t forget, that second part of 
Zechariah’s declaration…the part where he 
speaks a prophesy over his son, John.  
1. Read v. 76-77. 

• John, you will be the one to announce to 
God’s people that the Savior is here and 
you will announce the forgiveness of sins.  
1. Because the first thing that Jesus is 

going to do is defeat sin and death.  
• And this is what John does when he begins 

his ministry. 
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1. Mark 1:4 says – “John came baptizing in 
the wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” 

ii. For Jesus to save us and establish 
God’s Kingdom, Jesus had to first deal 
with the sickness that infected this 
world with brokenness in the first 
place…and that is sin.  

• The belief in our hearts that we are better 
without God, our creator. 
1. A belief so blasphemous with 

consequences so destructive as we can 
observe in this broken world, that there 
would be nothing that we could do on 
our own to make up for our sin. 

2. And as we already noted, nothing we 
could do to change this world for the 
better.  

3. Sin is not something we can fix. Sin is 
something we need to be rescued from.  

• So, the mission of Jesus’ first advent was to 
defeat sin by offering himself as a sacrifice 
to atone for our sin.  
1. To make a way where God’s people 

could be forgiven of their sin and no 
longer regarded as an enemy of God 
who would never be welcome in God’s 
Kingdom to a child of God who would 
spend eternity in God’s Kingdom.  

2. As long as we were still declared guilty 
of our sin against God, we could never 
participate in God’s Kingdom.  
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iii. So, the point of Jesus’ first advent, 
was to become man and stand in our 
place to take upon Himself the guilt 
and the punishment we deserve for 
our sin.  

• And because the punishment for sin is 
eternal death and agony separated from 
God…when Jesus stood in our place our sin 
put him in the grave. Dead.  
1. Now, if Jesus were to stay in the grave. 

That means sin wins. That sin is more 
powerful than God himself. That our guilt 
is still on us because the death of Jesus 
was not a high enough payment.  

• But Jesus did not stay in the grave. On the 
third day, He rose again declaring that He 
does have the power to forgive sins. That 
our debt is paid in full. That he has erased 
our guilt and he now declares us Sons and 
Daughters of the Kingdom. 
1. Sin and death have been defeated.  
2. We now have a cure for the sickness 

that broke the world.  

b. But remember, this is only stage 
one of Jesus’ saving work.  

i. He had defeated sin and death but he 
was not going to fully establish God’s 
Kingdom yet…why? 

• Because of God’s promise to Abraham! 
• Remember, that God has promised that the 

descendant of Abraham, Jesus, would be a 
blessing to the whole world. 

ii. So, after defeating sin and death, 
Jesus goes to work on stage #2… 
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V. STAGE #2 OF JESUS’ SAVING WORK 
– MAKING DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS 
THROUGH THE CHURCH 
a. Now that Jesus had defeated sin 

and death, it was time to spread 
that message to all people so 
everyone would have the 
opportunity to repent of their sin 
and place their faith in Jesus for 
the forgiveness of their sins and be 
invited into God’s Kingdom.  

i. So, after Jesus rose from the dead, he 
began to gather people together and 
get them ready to start this thing 
called the church.  

• And he said that he was going to ascend to 
be with the Father for a time and during 
that time, he was going to empower his 
stage #2.  

• Here are the marching orders – Matthew 
28:18-20 
1. “Jesus came near and said to them, “All 

authority has been given to me in 
heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

2. What’s the end of the age? The end of 
stage #2. 
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3. This era that we are currently in called 
the church with the mission of spreading 
the good news that forgiveness of sins is 
available along with an invitation to 
God’s Kingdom, which every single 
human being longs for. 

b. And so, let me pause here for a bit 
so we can chat about the part that 
we all are called to play in God’s 
epic plan of salvation.  

i. Because we are in stage #2 now and 
Jesus has given us a role to play in 
stage #2.  

• We have the answer to what every single 
one of us longs for.  
1. And there is a reason why we still live in 

a broken world.  
2. Because before Jesus brings the 

Kingdom of God in its full, he wants 
more people in.  

ii. And so Christian, you need to 
understand this…You have the same 
calling on your life that Zechariah 
prophesied over his son, John. 

• Zechariah said that John’s calling was to 
give people the knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of sins (v.77). 
1. And you, Christian, have the calling to 

give the knowledge of salvation through 
the forgiveness of sins. 

2. Marching orders given to us from Jesus 
Himself. 

• John came proclaiming that the Savior has 
finally come! 
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1. We go out to all people proclaiming that 
the Savior has risen again, and death has 
been defeated. 

• John proclaimed that “the dawn from on 
high will visit us 79 to shine on those who 
live in darkness and the shadow of death.” 
(v.78-79) 
1. And we proclaim to all people that there 

is hope in this broken world. That there 
is a savior. That one day, this will all 
change for the better.  

2. And that hope is Jesus.  

c. And so, Grace Hill, this is why we 
exist. This is why the church exists! 

i. We exist as a part of God’s grand plan 
of salvation.  

• We have been given a mission as a part of 
stage 2 of God’s plan.  
1. This is why we want to see people all 

around Herndon and Northern Virginia 
come to faith in Jesus Christ.  

2. This is also why we want to be involved 
in sending and resourcing people to go 
all over the world to proclaim the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  

• It’s all a part of the plan that God whispered 
in Abraham’s ear in Genesis 12.  
1. Any church that does not see their 

mission as boldly proclaiming that 
salvation is available exclusively through 
faith in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and that only through faith 
in Jesus can one be saved from their 
sin…any church that does not primarily 
proclaim this message is no church of 
Jesus Christ and has no part in God’s 
plan of salvation.  
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2. And let me warn you, there are 
imposters everywhere.  

ii. And I pray that at Grace Hill, we will 
be faithful to play the part that God 
has called us to in his plan of salvation. 

• I pray that Grace Hill will never waiver from 
our message, as Jesus says, until the end of 
the age.  

• And the end of the age is when Jesus 
initiates stage #3 of his saving work…. 

 
VI. STAGE #3 OF JESUS’ SAVING WORK 

– THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW 
HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH IN HIS 
SECOND ADVENT 
a. We celebrate the first advent of 

Jesus Christ at Christmas but we 
also long for and wait for the 
second advent of Jesus Christ 
where he will finally bring his 
Kingdom in full.  

i. When sin and death are defeated and 
all of God’s children have been 
gathered through the mission of the 
church…Christ will come back… 

ii. And God allowed the Apostle John (a 
different John than John the Baptist) 
to have a vision of what it will be like 
at the Second Advent of Jesus.  

• And he writes about it in Revelation. 
1. Read Revelation 21:1-6.  
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b. We long to be saved from the 
brokenness of this world. 

i. And that is exactly what God is doing.  
• He is bringing redemption and healing to 

this world.  
ii. And so church, let us understand 

where we are in this story of salvation.  
• We are in the middle of it.  

iii. So let’s have hope… 
• Because sin has been defeated and God’s 

Kingdom is coming.  
iv. Let’s have endurance… 

• Because we still are in a broken world with 
a mission to tell of what God is doing to 
save us.  

v. Let’s have love for our neighbor… 
• Because we have a hope they don’t have.  
• They don’t realize they need a savior, but 

we do.  
vi. Let’s have humility… 

• Because we need to be saved just as much 
as everyone else and we suffer in this 
broken world just as much as everyone else.  

vii. Let’s pray for Jesus to come back. 
• Because I don’t know about you, but I am 

tired of the brokenness of this world… 
• And I am sure you are too. 
• Let’s pray that Jesus comes back and we 

can begin eternity with him.  

 
VII. PRAY 


