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I. PRAYER 
i. Help us to understand how the entire 

Bible fits together in one, cohesive, 
redemptive story.  
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. We are continuing in our summer 

sermon series on the doctrine of 
the Word of God. 

i. And one of my goals, over this series, 
has been to instill in all of us an 
incredibly high view of the Bible. 

• Last week, we talked about how the Word 
of God is infallible (it’s incapable of being 
wrong) and it is inerrant (it is not wrong). 
1. That we trust what the Bible has to say 

more than our own minds, heart, and 
feelings.   

• So, this is a very high view of Scripture.  
ii. But, there is one problem with having 

this high of a view of Scripture.  
• Yes, the Bible is infallible and inerrant.  
• But, we, those who use the Bible…  

1. Are very much fallible, errant human 
beings.  

• Just like anything that is good, Scripture 
can be abused.  
1. The Bible claims authority on truth.  
2. But what happens when we use the 

Bible authoritatively, but we didn’t read 
it right? 
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b. This week, I think we got a good 
example of this.  

i. When being asked about why 
immigration officials have separated 
hundreds of migrant families who 
have either crossed into the United 
States illegally or were seeking 
asylum…Jeff Sessions, the Attorney 
General, cited Romans 13.  

• Romans 13:1 says – “Let every person be 
subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by 
God.” 
1. What the Attorney General was doing 

was appealing to the authority of the 
Bible to defend his own authority. 

2. And he was trying to demonstrate that 
these immigrants have violated the 
Bible. 

3. And therefore, defend the actions of the 
administration. 

• Romans 13 is absolutely God’s Word that 
we believe is inerrant, infallible, and 
authoritative.  
1. But as you can imagine, Romans 13 has 

been abused in the past by governments 
to justify their authority to do what they 
want and to justify unjust laws.  

ii. Jeff Sessions use and application of 
Romans 13, I believe, was misguided 
and an abuse of the Bible…but let me 
explain why because this leads 
perfectly into what I want to talk 
about this morning.  
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• The problem with how Jeff Sessions’ read 
and applied Romans 13:1 is that he did the 
equivalent of trying to describe the 
appearance of a person just be looking at 
one hair follicle. 
1. You can’t do it. But if you zoom out and 

see the whole person, you would 
understand that that one small hair 
follicle plays a part in that person’s 
appearance but it does not describe the 
whole.  

• What Jeff Sessions was doing was 
attempting to preach a theology of biblical 
authority by picking one verse and not 
understanding how that one verse plays a 
part in constructing everything God has to 
say about government and law. 
1. In other words, Romans 13:1 is informed 

by the rest of the letter that the Apostle 
Paul wrote to the church in Rome.  

2. It is informed by the rest of the Bible.  
3. It is informed by its historical and 

cultural context. 
4. It cannot be universally applied to any 

and all governments or laws who claim 
authority. 

5. And believe me, God’s Word has a lot to 
say about how we regard immigrants 
and God’s Word has a lot to say about 
those who claim authority and use it in a 
way that God would not approve of. 
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• Quick aside: One of our elders, Joe Carter, 
has written a few incredibly helpful articles1 
for the Gospel Coalition and the ERLC on 
what was happening at the border. 
1. I commend those articles to you. 

c. But, I’m not here to just criticize 
Jeff Sessions because Jeff Sessions 
did something to the Bible that I 
believe is very common today.  

i. He treated the Bible like list of sayings 
that can be applied in any context, at 
any time, when its most convenient.  

• Too often, we use the Bible according to 
our own agenda rather than allow the Bible 
to shape our agenda.     

d. This morning, I want to begin a 
series of messages within this 
larger sermon series on the Word 
of God aimed at helping us read 
our Bibles better.  

i. When we cherry-pick Bible verses to 
suit our own agenda, we abuse the 
Bible and take something that is 
inerrant and use it in an errant way.  

• And what I want to help us to understand, 
this morning, is how the Bible is put 
together and how all of the individual 
books, chapters, and verses come together 
into one cohesive message. 

• And why it is important that when we are 
reading the Bible, that everything is 
interpreted in light of that one cohesive 
message. 

                                                        
1 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-faqs-what-you-should-know-
about-family-separation-at-the-border/  
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III. JOHN 5:37-47 
a. So, today is going to be an 

introduction to the overall message 
of the Bible. 

i. And then in coming weeks, we’ll tackle 
some specific issues and difficult 
passages in order to teach us how to 
read the Bible appropriately. 

b. But, turn in your Bibles to the 
Gospel of John, chapter 5.  

i. Because Jesus is going to have this 
same conversation with some Jewish 
leaders…who in their reading of the 
Scriptures…miss the main point and 
actually abused the Scriptures.  

ii. Let me give you the context of John 5.  
• Many Jews were accusing Jesus of 

blasphemy because Jesus was saying that 
He, in fact, was God.   

• So, in response, Jesus lists off several 
witnesses who testify about his divinity.  
1. Starting v.37, Jesus will refer to the very 

Word of God as a testimony to His 
divinity. 

c. Read John 5:37-47 
i. So, here in this passage, Jesus 

essentially tells the Jewish leaders that 
they have been misreading the 
Scriptures their entire lives.  

• Jesus says, if you would have read the 
Scriptures right, you would know that I am 
the Messiah, the Son of God.  
1. If you would have believed Moses, you 

would have believed me, because Moses 
wrote of me.  
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d. Let me show you more examples.  
i. Luke 24 - After Jesus’ resurrection, he 

appeared to some people who were 
walking along the road to the town of 
Emmaus. 

• They were lamenting the death of Jesus but 
also talking about rumors that He had risen.  

• And Jesus reveals Himself to these people 
and look at Luke 24:27. 
1. “And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, [Jesus] interpreted to them in 
all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself.” 

2. The greatest Bible study of all time. 
ii. Or John 1:45… 

• “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

iii. Or Acts 8:35 (Philip & the Ethiopian 
Eunich) 

• “Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture [Isaiah] he 
told him the good news about Jesus.” 

e. What I want to show you this 
morning is that the entire Bible – 
from Genesis to Revelation – 
comes together to reveal to us the 
story of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

i. And that every passage of Scripture 
must be read, interpreted, and taught 
in light of Jesus Christ.  

ii. So, what I am going to do is I am 
going to preach the whole Bible to 
you to show you this. 
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• Warning – I’m about to fire hose you…so 
don’t worry about notes.  
1. Both my notes and a recording of this 

will be online.  
 

IV. JESUS IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE 
a. Genesis 1-2 

i. God creates men and women and he 
calls us good.  

• He created us with purpose to bear the 
image of God.  
1. He created us to not have any need 

except for His Word. 
2. We were a holy and righteous people 

living joyfully in God’s presence.   

b. Genesis 3 
i. Where we were enticed to reject 

God’s Word.  
• And instead of trusting God, we exchanged 

the truth for a lie and rebelled against God’s 
Word.  
1. And God expels mankind from his 

presence.  
2. We were no longer a holy and righteous 

people living in God’s presence.  
3. We were a sinful people who were now 

subject to death. 
ii. But immediately in Genesis 3, we see 

God’s grace.  
• In Genesis 3:15 – the Protoevangelium (Latin 

for ‘First Gospel’) - God promises that one 
day, an offspring of Eve would indeed be 
the one to crush the head of the serpent, 
who enticed Adam and Eve to reject God’s 
Word. 

• God says to the serpent: 
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1. “I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 

2. In other Words, God was going to 
embark on a plan to save his people 
from their sin so that we could live in his 
presence again.  

3. And the rest of the Bible will unfold that 
story.  

c. Genesis 12 
i. God calls Abraham and decides that 

he is going to initiate all of this 
through Abraham.  

• Genesis 12:1-3 – “Now the Lord said to 
Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. [Canaan – Promised 
Land] 2 And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 

• See, here, God preaches the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to Abraham! 
1. You might say…I don’t see it. You will… 

• But God promises Abraham that he, from 
this Promised Land, is going to turn 
Abraham into a great group of people who 
will be blessed (reconciled to God) and that 
this group of people will go bless the 
nations (spread the Word of how one is 
reconciled to God).  
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d. So, we go through the rest of 
Genesis. 

i. And we see Abraham’s extended 
family grow and grow through the 
generations…and this family ultimately 
becomes the Nation of the Israel…the 
Jewish people.  

e. We come to Exodus… 
i. And these people find themselves not 

living in the Promised Land but rather 
in slavery in Egypt.  

• But God, in continuing to demonstrate that 
he is on a mission to redeem mankind from 
their sin, rescues the Jews from their 
slavery in Egypt, and leads them on a 
journey back to the Promised Land. 

ii. During this journey, they make a stop 
at Mount Sinai….and while they were 
at Mt. Sinai, God had to deal with a 
problem.  

• God wanted to be fully reconciled with his 
creation…but God was perfectly holy and 
righteous…and these people were unholy 
and sinful. 
1. And when we say God is holy, what we 

mean is that he is set apart, and he 
cannot be in the presence of those who 
are unholy.  

• So, God gives these people the law and the 
temple sacrificial system.  
1. The law made it clear how these people 

were to live.  
2. The sacrificial system was put into place 

to make atonement for when these 
people transgressed against the 
law…which was multiple times a day. 
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3. God would be with these people in the 
tabernacle as long as they kept the law 
and utilized the sacrificial system for 
atonement. 

4. This is how His presence would be with 
them.  

f. Exodus-Deuteronomy 
i. We get the Old Testament Law 

codified on paper.  
g. Joshua-Judges 

i. The Jews finally get back to the 
Promised Land and settle.  

• But, again, we have the same problem.  
1. These people were an unholy people 

who constantly yo-yo’d back and forth 
from keeping the law and not keeping 
the law. 

• When they kept the law and offered 
sacrifices for when they didn’t keep the law, 
God would bless them.  
1. When they transgressed the law as a 

whole, God would send punishment 
usually in the form of an attack from an 
enemy nation.  

h. Then we hit the history books - 1-2 
Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles. 

i. All of this inconsistency with following 
the law of God and all of these attacks 
from enemy nations convinced the 
nation of Israel that they needed a 
King.  

• God wanted to rule these people through 
His Word, but they were convinced they 
needed a human King and God allowed it.  

ii. The first King was Saul. 
• He was a train wreck.  



 11 

iii. But then there was David…who is 
described as a King after the heart of 
God. 

• He sinned in magnificent ways but he was a 
good King.  

• And God chose to use David in a similar 
way that he used Abraham.  
1. He made a covenant with David and tells 

David that there will be another King 
over Israel in his family line. 

2. But this King will be perfect and His 
kingdom will last forever.  

3. 2 Samuel 7:12-13 – “When your days are 
fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for my name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.” 

iv. So, God promised Abraham he would 
turn him into this massive group of 
people who are blessed by God and 
who will spread that blessing to the 
Nations.  

• And here, God promises David that one of 
his offspring will be the King and Ruler of 
these people forever.  

v. Of course, that wouldn’t come for a 
while.  

• The next King was Solomon, who actually 
built a temple for god to dwell to replace 
the tabernacle in the Promised Land, but 
after Solomon, Israel split into two 
Kingdoms. 
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1. The Northern Kingdom of Israel and the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah.  

2. All of Israel’s subsequent Kings and most 
of Judah’s subsequent Kings were evil 
and disregarded the law of God.  

vi. So, Israel was in a consistent place of 
rejecting the Word and the Law of 
God.  

i. And as we get into the Prophets… 
i. … many of which occur simultaneously 

to the history books, we learn that the 
Prophets were sent by God to call 
Israel to return to faithfulness to God’s 
Word or else God would expel them 
from the Promised Land in the same 
way he expelled Adam and Eve from 
the Garden. 

ii. The people didn’t heed their advice.  
• And they were eventually carried away into 

Exile.  
• Booted out of the Promised Land because, 

just like the garden, a holy God was not 
going to be in the presence of sinful people.   
1. So, the Babylonians came in, and 

destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple.  

j. And you read Ezra and Nehemiah… 
i. And we know that they were 

eventually allowed to come back to 
the Promised Land to rebuild the 
temple.  

• God had not abandoned his plan. 
ii. But this was Israel.  

• They could never get their act together to 
consistently and faithfully live according to 
God’s Law.  
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• They were an unholy people, and no matter 
how hard they tried, they could not be holy 
enough to be reconciled to God.  

k. And things go silent. 
i. There are about 400 years between 

your OT and your NT where these 
people did not hear from God.  

1. They continued to have the Scriptures, 
continued to believe the covenant to 
Abraham that they would become a 
light to the nations, continued to believe 
the covenant to David, that an eternal 
King, a Messiah would come to establish 
the Kingdom of God and lead Israel to 
this blessing promised from God.  

• But for generations, it went silent.  
1. In fact, during this time, Rome would 

take possession of the Promised Land.  
2. Israel still dwelled there but they were 

under Roman occupation.  
3. Would the Messiah ever come? 

l. Then one day, an angel appears to 
the Virgin Mary… 

i. And says, he’s here, and he’s in your 
womb conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

• And Jesus, who was in the line of David,  
begins his ministry on this earth.  
1. He is the Son of God. 100% God and 

100% man.  
• But see, Jesus was not the Messiah that the 

Jews were expecting.  
1. The Jews were expecting a King who 

would defeat the Romans who took their 
Promised Land!  
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• But Jesus did not come here to liberate 
Israel from Rome, he came to deal with the 
original problem…. 
1. How can an unholy, sinful people be 

reconciled to a holy, righteous God? 
2. The law was the playbook, but it was too 

heavy…to burdensome.  
ii. But, Jesus says in Matthew 5:17… 

• “Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

iii. This is how Jesus will be the one to 
reconcile a holy God to an unholy 
people… 

• He will live his life in complete obedience to 
the law and therefore deserve the blessing 
of God, not the wrath of God.  

• But, instead of enjoying that blessing from 
God, he would willingly offer himself as the 
ultimate and final sacrifice to atone for our 
sins.  
1. He would go to the cross on the behalf 

of God’s people and pay the penalty for 
their sin…satisfying the wrath of 
God...and effectively ending the 
sacrificial system.  

2. And then, he would credit his fulfillment 
of the law to God’s people therefore 
making them a holy people who can 
now be reconciled to God...effectively 
removing the burden of the Law.  

• Jesus solves the problem not by lowing 
God’s standards of holiness but by 
cleansing God’s people of their sin and 
making them Holy so they can be 
reconciled to God. 
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1. The curtain in the temple is torn and 
God’s presence is with his redeemed 
people.  

iv. Jesus would inaugurate the Kingdom 
of God, not by dealing with Rome…but 
by dealing with sin! 

• And after he was raised from the dead, 
verifying his defeat of sin and death, Jesus 
would gather his people whom he just 
reconciled to God….and he gives them a 
mission.  

• Matthew 28:18-20 – “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. [I AM 
THE OFFSPRING OF EVE WHO WILL 
CRUSH THE SERPENT’S HEAD…I AM THE 
KING ON THE THRONE PROMISED TO 
DAVID, AND HERE IS MY DECREE AS 
KING] 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
1. The group of people that God had 

promised to Abraham who would be 
blessed and also a light to the nations 
was here.  

2. And Jesus was now sending them to the 
nations from the Promised Land.  

3. Go tell them how to be reconciled to 
God.  

v. This is the launch of the church as we 
know it today. 
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• The church is comprised of everyone who 
has believed in Jesus to be reconciled to 
God and submit to Him as King…they are 
the group of people promised to Abraham 
who would be a light to the nations. 

• And Jesus says that we are to go to the 
nations…and when that job is done, when 
the Gospel has gone to all peoples…then 
Jesus will return to fully renew the earth 
and establish God’s Kingdom in full for all of 
eternity.  

m. So, the book of Acts records 
the initial spread of the church.  

n. We have the Epistles and the rest 
of the NT which are mostly letters 
to churches providing instructions 
for their ministry. 

i. The Apostle Paul wrote the majority of 
these and he was one who was 
specifically charged to be the first to 
take this gospel beyond Israel to the 
Gentiles.  

o. And it is the Apostle Paul who 
helps us to understand how this 
whole story, how the whole Bible, 
is truly about the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  

i. To land this plane…I want to show you 
a passage from Galatians 3. 
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• “7 Know then that it is those of faith who are 
the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you 
shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, the man of faith.” 
1. I told you that God preached the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ to Abraham in Genesis 12.  
• But the point is this, ever since Adam and 

Eve sinned, God has been on a rescue 
mission to reconcile his creation to 
Himself…and that plan was always through 
Jesus Christ.  

 
V. HERE’S MY POINT 

a. The entire Bible is about Jesus.  
i. The OT looks forward to Jesus.  

• The Gospels tell us the life of Jesus.  
• The NT reflects on his work and the mission 

he gave us.  
ii. Every single verse in Scripture must 

be taught, interpreted, and read in 
light of this overall context. 

• This is what the Bible is about.  
1. It is not a book sayings.  
2. It is a true story of God’s redemptive 

plan to be reconciled to His creation.  
iii. And we are a part of this story 

because we have the same charge 
God gave Abraham and that Jesus 
gave the church…go be a light to the 
nations. 

• Tell them how one is reconciled to God in 
Jesus Christ.  



 18 

VI. WHAT’S COMING NEXT 
a. I am way out of time.  

i. I wish I could keep going with all of 
the implications of this truth.  

ii. But I want you to leave today 
convinced of this... 

• The Bible is all about Jesus.  
iii. And over the next few weeks, we are 

going to look at specific passages and 
see how putting them within this 
larger redemptive context helps us to 
know how they apply to us today.  

 
b. However, next week is an 

important week.  
i. Joe Carter is preaching and everyone 

needs to be here. 
ii. Because he is going to help us 

understand how the Bible was 
compiled into the canon we have 
today.  

• I am arguing today that this collection of 66 
books is united as a whole.  

• Well, how did those 66 books come 
together? 

iii. Please be next week as Joe addresses 
that.  

 
VII. COMMUNION 

a. But, this morning, I cannot think of 
a more appropriate response to 
seeing that the whole Bible is 
about Jesus…than coming to the 
table and partaking of the bread 
and wine.  
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i. Jesus commands us as the church to 
come together and break bread and 
drink wine as a way of remembering 
what he did on the cross so unholy 
people could be reconciled to a holy 
God.  

• We take bread, break it, and are reminded 
of how the body of Jesus was broken so we 
would not have to face the wrath of God.  

• We take wine and drink it and are reminded 
of the shed blood of Jesus that cleanses us 
from our sin.  

ii. If you are a follower of Jesus, I invite 
you to come to the table and be 
reminded that you are holy, you are 
welcome in God’s presence, you are a 
part of God’s people.  

• If you are not a follower of Jesus, I ask you 
not to come forward but to sit in your seat, 
and pray and ask God to show you that this 
is all true.  

• And that your joy and your life is found in 
putting your faith in the cross of Jesus 
Christ.  

 
VIII. PRAY 


