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I. PRAYER & HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 
i. God, would you convince our hearts 

and our minds that the Bible that we 
hold in our hands is your inerrant and 
infallible Word.  
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Two weeks ago, we began a new 

sermon series studying the 
doctrine of the Word of God.  

i. We are trying to answer these 
questions: 

• What is the Bible? 
• How do I read the Bible? 
• Can I trust the Bible? 

b. And we began the series talking 
about why we need the Bible.  

i. That God has created us as people 
who need special revelation and 
communication from Him.  

• We need Him to reveal to us the answers to 
our biggest questions: 
1. Who is God? 
2. Who are we? 
3. What is our purpose? 

ii. And last week we talked about the 
posture we should take in regard to 
God’s Word. 

• That as God’s creation, we sit under the 
Word of God and receive truth from it.  
1. We do no stand over the Word of God 

and decide if we think it is true or not. 
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c. This morning, I want to talk about 
probably the most controversial 
thing that we believe about the 
Bible, but also the most important.  

i. I want to talk about a belief that we 
have that if we were to reject this 
belief, our faith would crumble in on 
itself.  

• It’s kind of like democracy.  
1. If you want to form a democracy, there 

is a core belief that must be present 
within the people.  

2. That belief is that all men and women, 
regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, 
wealth, and skill, are equal.  

3. If you don’t have this core belief, then 
democracy will crumble on itself.  

4. Without this belief, certain people will 
assert themselves as being more 
valuable than others and oppression will 
occur, which is not democracy, it’s 
tyranny.  

• In the same way, if we don’t have this belief 
about the Bible that we are going to talk 
about today, then Christianity will crumble 
on itself.  

ii. And that belief is the inerrancy and 
infallibility of the Bible.  

• And this morning, my goal, is show all of us, 
that if the Bible is errant and fallible, then 
our faith cannot stand.  
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III. CREEDS 
a. But before we open our text this 

morning, I want to make sure we 
are all operating with a clear 
definition of these terms: inerrancy 
and infallibility. 

i. These two terms do not specifically 
show up in our Bible but they are 
words that we use to describe what 
the Bible tells us about itself. 

• So, we say that the Bible is infallible in its 
original manuscripts.  
1. This means that it is impossible for the 

Bible to be wrong.  
• And because the Bible is infallible, we 

believe that it is inerrant. 
1. Because the Bible cannot be wrong, it 

isn’t wrong.  
2. The Bible is completely without error, in 

its original manuscripts.  
• There is a distinction here. It is possible for 

something to be fallible yet inerrant.  
1. In other words, something could have 

the potential of being wrong but not be 
wrong.  

• However, it is impossible for something to 
be infallible and errant.  
1. If something cannot be wrong then it is 

impossible for it to be wrong.  
• We believe every verse in the Bible is 

infallible, it cannot be wrong, and inerrant, it 
is not wrong.  
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b. And we are in good company when 
it comes to believing in the 
infallibility and inerrancy of 
Scripture.  

i. If you remember last week, when we 
were studying 1 Timothy 1:5, one of 
the things we learned is that when we 
study the Scriptures, we need to do so 
with a good conscience.  

• I quoted this last week and will repeat now: 
Bryan Chapell, a commentator, said: “…in 
Biblical culture [a good conscience] meant 
the sense of one’s moral actions as part of a 
group. The “good conscience” sensed inner 
moral approval from God and God’s 
people.”1 

• I bring this up again because the doctrine 
of the infallibility and inerrancy of Scripture 
is something that the church through 
history has agreed to hold.     

ii. Through church history, different 
councils have convened in order for 
several faithful, followers of Jesus who 
were lifelong students of the Bible to 
come together, debate, pray, listen to 
the Holy Spirit together, and labor 
towards formulating creeds that 
summarize what the Bible teaches. 

• They did this, because this allowed the 
church to form doctrine according to the 
Bible with a good conscience.  
 

                                                        
1 Hughes, R. Kent, and Bryan Chapell. 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus: To Guard the 
Deposit. Preaching the Word. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2000. 
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• And this allows us to have certainty about 
our faith because we know that these are 
not just our thoughts about the Bible, but 
we stand in good company of those who 
have gone before us.  

c. So, throughout history, we have 
different creeds that affirm the 
infallibility and inerrancy of the 
Bible…let me give you one that is 
very clear on what we mean by 
infallibility and inerrancy.  

i. Back in 1978, a group of 200 
evangelical leaders convened together 
to study and put together a creed on 
the doctrine of Scripture.  

• This is referred to as the Chicago Statement 
on Inerrancy.  
1. This statement was signed by those like 

R.C. Sproul, John MacArthur, Francis 
Schaeffer, and J.I. Packer. 

ii. This is their definition of our two 
terms2: 

• “We affirm that Scripture, having been 
given by divine inspiration, is infallible, so 
that, far from misleading us, it is true and 
reliable in all the matters it addresses.” 
1. The Bible is infallible because it is 

inspired by God.  
2. Because it is infallible it is true.  

• “We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is 
inerrant, being free from all falsehood, 
fraud, or deceit.” 
1. Every verse of the Bible is without error.  

                                                        
2 http://library.dts.edu/Pages/TL/Special/ICBI_1.pdf  
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d. And what I want to do this 
morning, is show you why this is 
non-negotiable in our faith.  

i. Quick aside: 
• I know there are some good questions that 

still remain.  
1. Questions about how the Bible was 

compiled, how it was translated, and 
how we can trust that the Bible we have 
in our hands is an accurate 
representation of the original 
manuscripts. 

2. When we talk about inerrancy, we mean 
that the original manuscripts are without 
error and our Bibles are without error as 
long as they are an accurate and reliable 
representation of the original.  

3. We are going to address those 
questions in a different sermon in this 
series. 

4. It needs its own sermon.  
• This morning, I want us to think about why 

the Bible must be infallible and inerrant.  

 
IV. JOHN 17:6-8 

a. To do that, turn in your Bibles to 
John 17.  

i. John 17 is one of my most favorite 
chapters in Scripture because the 
whole thing is an extremely intimate 
prayer that Jesus prays to the Father 
right before he is arrested and 
crucified.  

• I love this prayer because not only do we 
get a glimpse into the personality of Jesus, 
we get so much theology from this prayer! 
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• And I think we get robust theology of the 
Word of God here.  

b. So, we are not going to read the 
whole prayer, but I want to look at 
v.6-21 in three different chunks. 

i. In the first chunk, we are going to see 
that Jesus prays about the mission 
that God the Father gave Him as God 
the Son.  

• In the second chunk, we are going to see 
that Jesus prays about the mission that 
Jesus is giving his disciples.  

• Lastly, in the final chunk, we are going to 
see that Jesus prays about the mission that 
the disciples of Jesus pass along to their 
disciples… 

ii. So, Jesus prays for three different 
generations in regards to 
discipleship… 

• He prays for Himself, his disciples, and his 
disciples’ disciples… 

• And as we look at these three generations, I 
want you to notice the role that the Word 
of God plays. 

c. Read John 17:6-8.  
1. FYI – I am reading from the Christian 

Standard Bible this morning as I think 
this translation is more clear for this text.  

d. In this part of the prayer, we see 
the reason why God the Father 
sent God the Son.  

i. God the Father wanted to 
communicate His Word through His 
Son Jesus to His creation.  
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• Hebrews 1:1-2a – “Long ago God spoke to 
the fathers by the prophets at different 
times and in different ways. 2 In these last 
days, he has spoken to us by his Son…” 

ii. And as Jesus is nearing the end of his 
life, he is praying to the Father and he 
is essentially telling the Father that His 
work is accomplished.  

• Jesus has delivered God’s Word, in these 
last days, to His disciples.  
1. And these disciples now believe that 

Jesus is from God Himself. 
2. And, very soon, after the disciples 

witness Jesus go to the cross and be 
resurrected from the dead, much of 
what Jesus taught them about the 
Gospel and the fulfillment of the 
prophets will make sense.  

• But in this text, we see that one of the 
reasons Jesus came was to bring us God’s 
Word.  

iii. Just quick off-topic aside:  
• One of the reasons that I love John 17 is 

that we really get a picture of what Jesus 
really thinks about a few things… 
1. And we see that in the end of v.6.  
2. Jesus says that the disciples have kept 

God’s Word.  
3. When you read the gospels, these guys 

were not perfect, they messed up all the 
time, they didn’t understand everything, 
they said bone-headed things every 
once in a while.  
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4. And we get this glimpse of this private 
moment between Jesus and the Father, 
and Jesus says to the Father on behalf 
of his imperfect disciples…they have 
kept your Word.  

5. So encouraging.  
6. If you are a redeemed follower of Christ 

this morning, this is what Jesus says of 
you, no matter how inconsistent your 
week was.  

• I love it.  
iv. But, back to the Word.  

• So, the Father sends the Son to the world 
with the Word.  

 
V. JOHN 17:9-19 

a. Read John 17:9-19 
i. A lot going on here…but let’s start 

here.  
• Read v.18. 

1. So, we have a passing on of the baton 
from Jesus to His disciples when it 
comes to delivering to the world the 
Word of God. 

2. Jesus is leaving and going back to be 
with the Father, but he leaves them with 
the Word of God…which will ultimately 
be written down under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit and canonized into our 
Bible today.  

• And the Word of God is sufficient because 
Jesus very clearly says in v.17 that “the 
Word of God is truth.”  
1. And I want you to notice [SCREEN] the 

grammatical construction of that phrase.  
2. The English here matches the Greek.  
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3. It does not say, “Your Word is true” – 
using an adjective.  

4. It says: “Your Word is truth” – using a 
noun.  

5. The Word of God is not true because it 
meets some sort of external standard of 
truth.  

6. No, the Word of God is true because it is 
truth. 

7. It is infallible because this Word came 
straight from God Himself.  

8. And therefore it is truth…it is inerrant.  
• And Jesus is leaving His disciples in this 

world with it so that they may write it down 
and preach it to the world.  
1. And it’s so important here in John 17 to 

see the progression from God the Father 
to God the Son to the Disciples.  

2. Infallibility. 

b. But in this text, we also see why 
the Word that Jesus is leaving the 
disciples must be inerrant…it must 
be truth.  

i. Because, the inerrant Word of God is 
what makes the ministry of the 
disciples and the Church, including 
Grace Hill, effective.  

ii. It does this because the inerrant Word 
of God does three things according to 
this text.  

• Unifies Us 
• Identifies Us 
• Sanctifies Us 

iii. I want to explain each of these. 
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c. The Inerrant Word of God - Unifies 
Us 

i. Read v.11. 
ii. God the Son, Jesus, refers to the unity 

He has with God the Father and he 
prays that his disciples would have the 
same unity.  

• And the only way that we as fallen human 
beings, who are not a member of the 
Trinity, have the kind of unity that God the 
Father shares with God the Son is through 
the Word of God.  
1. Fallible, errant human beings can be 

united together through their belief in 
the infallible, inerrant Word of God.  

iii. So, we can have unity when it comes 
to what we believe about God, and 
the gospel, and how to be saved, and 
what is good, right and true because 
we are all united in looking to the 
inerrant Word of God for those 
answers.  

• Those answers are not anchored in the 
fickleness of mankind but in the constancy 
of God’s Word.  

• And therefore, the church can be united at 
all times, in all places, in all cultures because 
we have God’s Word. 

iv. But when we begin to question the 
infallibility and the inerrancy of the 
Bible, we remove the very foundation 
upon which our unity is built.   

• It all comes down to that simple phrase in 
v.17. 
1. Your Word is truth.  
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2. Because when I say your Word is 
truth…it is the standard of what is true 
and what is not true.  

3. I have a foundation upon which unity in 
the church can be built because I have 
removed the ability for myself and other 
people to make judgements about all or 
part of the Bible. 

4. I have removed the variable of human 
fallibility from the foundation upon 
which our faith and our unity is built. 

5. I have an unchanging, sure foundation. 
• But if we remove inerrancy… 

1. What happens to my foundation? 
2. All of the sudden, God’s Word is now 

subject to the judgement of fallible 
people. 

3. How will unity be built when one person 
can determine what is and is not true 
and the next person can make their own 
judgements? 

4. The foundation of unity will always 
change. It will always shift.  

5. As modern day Christian liberalism 
would say: The Word of God evolves as 
our [western] culture evolves.  

v. If you remove inerrancy, you remove 
the unity of the church.  
 

d. The Inerrant Word of God - 
Identifies Us 

i. Read v.14-16. 
• Jesus is basically saying about His disciples 

– the world hates them because they have 
and believe in my Word! 
1. But I have mission for them in the world.  
2. So, don’t take them out.  
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3. Just protect them from the evil one! 
• Interesting that Jesus prays that God would 

protect His disciples from Satan because 
they possess the Word of God.  
1. Can we think back to an example in our 

Bible of Satan attacking someone with 
the Word of God and seeking to 
convince them that the Word of God is 
wrong?!? 

2. How about Genesis 1-3…we talked about 
it two weeks ago.  

3. God gave His Word to Adam and Eve. 
4. And the serpent came and he 

deliberately convinced Adam and Eve 
that the Word of God was errant. It was 
wrong.  

5. This is Satan’s strategy.  
6. He schemes to convince those who have 

access to God’s Word that it is errant. 
7. And so Jesus prays that God would 

protect His disciples who now have the 
Word of God and are being sent into the 
world.  

ii. And it is the Word of God that 
identifies us as disciples of Jesus…It is 
what distinguishes us from the world.  

• Listen, the world is going to make 
assertions of what is good and true…and 
the Word of God is not going to always 
agree. 
1. And the world will hate us for that.  
2. I don’t think I need to convince you of 

that.  
• And it’s exactly this tension that causes 

many to question the inerrancy of the Bible.  
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1. It’s too close-minded. It’s too 
controversial. Too politically incorrect. 
Too vulnerable to social media attack. It 
doesn’t give me the freedom to decide 
what I like and what I don’t like in the 
Bible.  

2. It takes control out of my hands…and to 
fully submit myself to the Scriptures…is 
to be identified as a zealot in this world.  

iii. See, when you remove inerrancy, you 
start the slippery slope of your life 
becoming indistinguishable from the 
world.  

• You become the judge of what is true and 
good and what is acceptable in the Bible. 

• And the attacks from the enemy and the 
hatred of the world will convince you to 
find more and more of the Bible errant.  

iv. When we drop inerrancy, two things 
happen.  

• Satan wins and the church disappears.  
 

e. The Inerrant Word of God - 
Sanctifies Us 

i. Read v.17-19. 
• To be sanctified means to be set apart. To 

be made holy. 
1. And this says that it is God’s Word that 

sanctifies us…it grows us in holiness. 
2. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – “All Scripture is 

inspired by God and is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.” 

3. The Word of God transforms the way we 
live our lives. 
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• Now, I don’t want to spend too much time 
on this because I am actually going to also 
devote an entire sermon to this 2 Timothy 
passage and exploring how the Word of 
God sanctifies us.  

ii. But I do want to talk about how the 
inerrancy of God’s Word is essential to 
the Word sanctifying us.  

• V.17 is very clear that the reason why the 
Word of God sanctifies us is because the 
Word is truth.  
1. It is truth that sanctifies us.  
2. Falsehoods, fairy tales, and legends 

cannot sanctify us. 
• So, from the outset, we can already 

ascertain that if the Word of God is errant, 
if it is fallible, then it cannot sanctify us.  

iii. However, why must the Word of God 
be truth for it to sanctify us? 

• Well, it is God’s Word that reveals to us the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
1. It is God’s Word that helps us to see 

what sin is and how we have sinned 
against God.  

2. It is God’s Word that tells us that God 
sent His Son Jesus not only to reveal the 
Gospel to us but to execute the Gospel 
through offering his life on the cross to 
forgive our sins and being raised from 
the dead so that we can have new life.  

3. It is God’s Word that tells us that the 
way in which our sins are forgiven by 
Jesus on the cross is through faith and 
not any works on our part.  

4. And finally, it is God’s Word that 
instructs us on how to live for God’s 
glory and for our joy.  
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• If the Word of God is errant, then which 
parts do I believe and live according to and 
which parts do I dismiss? 
1. Which commands do I follow and which 

commands do I ignore.  
• See, if you go to Ikea to buy furniture, you 

need the instructions that tell you how to 
build your new furniture to be inerrant.  
1. If those instructions are errant, you will 

not be able to build your furniture. 
2. If those instructions are inerrant, then 

you have what you need in order to 
build your furniture and use it for its 
purpose.  

• That’s a simplistic example, but the value is 
the same.  
1. If God created us to need special 

revelation from Him in order to know 
who we are, who He is, and what our 
purpose is…  

2. Then we need that special revelation to 
inerrant.  

3. Because if there is error, then we will be 
led astray.  

• And when we dismiss inerrancy, we 
become like the fool who thinks he can 
figure out Ikea furniture without the 
instructions. 
1. And your life and your faith will crumble 

under you as fast as your poorly built 
new chair.  

iv. See, it is the sanctified Christian who 
believes God’s Word, submits his/her 
life to its infallibility, and allows their 
life to be transformed by truth. 

• They trust the Word of God more than 
themselves.  
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• They trust the Word of God more than 
culture and pundits.  

• They trust God’s Word more than their 
desires.  

• They truly believe that their joy is found in 
obedience to the infallible and inerrant 
Word of God…and they accept that that 
very belief will cause the world to hate 
them.  
 

VI. JOHN 17:20-21 
a. And after Jesus prayed about his 

mission to take the Word to His 
disciples, and then the disciples 
mission to take the Word to the 
World…Jesus then prays for us.  

i. Jesus prays for all of those who will 
believe in Him through the Word 
passed along by Jesus’ 
disciples…through their faithful 
ministry in the early church and by 
writing down the Word of God 
through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit and completing our Bible. 

ii. Read v. 20-21 
• The progression continues.  
• God the Father – God the Son – Disciples – 

to more disciples – us – and we continue to 
make more disciples.  
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b. And Jesus prays that we would be 
unified and sanctified through the 
timeless, infallible, and inerrant 
Word of God.  

i. But don’t let v.21 go by too quickly.  
ii. There is another implication of holding 

to the inerrancy of Scripture…that is 
so that the world will believe! 

• Not only do we lose our unity and 
sanctification when we dismiss inerrancy 
but we lose our mission! 

c. Grace Hill, this is why we as a 
church will be unapologetically 
committed to inerrancy.  

i. This is an unpopular belief to have.  
• Jesus’ prophecy is true.  
• The World hates inerrancy and many 

churches and denominations also hate 
inerrancy.  

• It is considered to be too radical, too 
archaic, too closed-minded, too 
unenlightened. 

ii. But I am convinced by John 17 this 
morning, the cost is simply too high to 
dismiss inerrancy.  

• Remove inerrancy… 
1. Then the church will be distracted over 

arguing with itself over what is true and 
not true.  

• Remove inerrancy… 
1. Then the church will fold under the 

persecution of the world and attacks of 
the enemy and will become 
indistinguishable from the world.  
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• Remove inerrancy… 
1. You remove the churches sanctity.  

• Remove inerrancy… 
1. We decline the very purpose God has 

for the church.  
• Remove inerrancy… 

1. Our faith will not stand.  
 

VII. PRAY 


