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I. PRAY 
i. Would you help us as a church to 

develop an instinct of humility, 
gentleness, patience, and love as we 
continue to live with one another and 
help each other grow in our love for 
you and joy in you.  
 

II. INTRODUCTION 
a. Do you know what an axiom is? 

i. An axiom is a universally accepted 
truth that does not need to be 
proved…it is self-evident.  

ii. Let me give you an example…The 
Declaration of Independence, drafted 
by Thomas Jefferson and signed by 
the founders of our country, contains 
an axiom.  

• “We hold these truths to be self-evident 
that all men (and women) are created 
equal.” 
1. That’s a statement, an axiom that we 

would affirm and applaud.  
2. It’s also an ironic statement given that at 

the time of its drafting, many of the 
signers of this document owned and 
advocated for slavery.  

• But, it is a truth that should be universally 
accepted. It is a truth that should not be 
challenged. We don’t need to reconsider 
this truth. 
1. This truth should be self-evident. 

• And because this truth is an axiom, we 
should be concerned with the 
consequences of this truth.  
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1. So, because it is self-evident that all men 
and women are equal in their dignity and 
worth… 

2. The consequences of such a truth should 
be that all men and women are viewed 
as equal, treated as equal, regarded as 
equal, defended as equal, given equal 
opportunity, and there should be no 
such thing as an oppressed people or 
systemic injustice towards a group of 
people. 

iii. Tomorrow we celebrate the life of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

• It is a day where we celebrate his life and 
his work to lead our country to be 
consistent with the axiom that is contained 
in our own founding documents.  

• For some, tomorrow is a time to recognize 
the great strides that our country has made 
in regards to living according to this axiom.  
1. And at the same, tomorrow is a day that 

is a reminder of the frustration that so 
many in our country are blind to or 
simply just do not want to recognize the 
present consequences of yesterday’s 
discrimination and the continued 
discrimination that happens today.  

iv. And what I have to say to that, is that 
it is the church….and more specifically, 
the local church that should be the 
leader, the standard, the example to 
our world of what it means to really 
live our lives according to the axiom 
that men and women are created 
equal.… 
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v. The local church….filled with people 
who:  

• Look different from one another.  
• Who come from different cultures and 

upbringings. 
• Rich, poor, and in between.   
• Varying preferences in food, in music, in art, 

and hobbies.  
• Who have different stories. Different 

struggles. 
vi. And they all have an unwavering 

commitment and love for one another. 
• The local churches commitment to one 

another should scream the gospel to our 
divided and angry world.  

III. SERIES PLUG 
a. Last week, we started a new series 

entitled “Called to Belong” which is 
a study of Ephesians 4.  

i. In this study, we are seeking to 
understand that every follower of 
Jesus is called to belong to a local 
church.  

• Last week, I gave an overview of the series 
and this morning, we’re going to look at 
what it means that a faithful church is filled 
with people who are committed to one 
another.  

b. And Paul, who wrote this letter to 
the church in Ephesus, opens this 
section of his letter by calling the 
church to live consistently with a 
particular axiom.  
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i. Read Ephesians 4:1 (Point out – y’all, 
Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, and 
axios) 

1. So, Paul is urging the church to live in a 
way that is consistent with the axiom, 
the truth, that has been declared about 
the church.  

2. In Ephesians, Paul uses Chapter 1-3 to 
explain this axiom and then he uses 
chapters 4-6 to explain how we live 
according to that axiom.  

ii. So, what I want to do is look at this 
axiom, this calling, that Paul is 
referring to, and then look at how Paul 
exhorts us to live according to that 
axiom in the beginning verses of 
Ephesians 4.  
 

IV. THE AXIOM 
a. So, here is the axiom that Paul is 

referring to.  
i. Here it is: You have been reconciled to 

God in Christ and because of that you 
are reconciled to one another.  

• Repeat 
ii. That’s the axiom that fuels the 

commitment that we have to one 
another in the church and that is the 
axiom that fuels our unity and equality 
in the church.  

b. Let’s take a look at it.   
i. Read Ephesians 2:13 

• The way in which we are able to be 
reconciled with God is through the blood of 
Jesus Christ.  



	 5	

1. Paul would earlier say in Ephesians 2:1 
that we are dead in our trespasses and 
sins.  

2. Because we have sinned against God, 
we are actually considered enemies of 
God. Ephesians 2:3 says that we are 
literally children of wrath.  

• That word “wrath” is important here 
because it’s as bad as it sounds.  
1. We should take away from this word 

that God is angry with those who have 
sinned against him and he is just to 
punish those who have sinned against 
him.  

• So, all of mankind is in this state before God 
as having sinned against God and being 
under the wrath of God.  
1. So, we haven’t even gotten to the good 

news of the gospel of Jesus Christ, yet, 
but we already can see in the bad news 
the axiom that all men and women are 
equal.  

2. We are equal in our guilt before God.  
3. No one is better. No one is worse. No 

one is superior. No one has the ability to 
make a sweetheart deal with God.  

4. All of humanity is the same. Even in the 
bad news, we’re equal.  

• But there is good news! Because, it is 
through the blood of Jesus that we actually 
can be reconciled to God. We can have 
peace with God. We can have a relationship 
with God where he is no longer angry but 
he is actually delighted in us.  
1. That is achieved through the blood of 

Jesus Christ.  
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2. That when Jesus went to the cross, he 
was punished by God in our place for 
our sins. 

3. God’s anger towards our sin was 
exhausted onto Jesus Christ.  

4. Although we were the guilty party, in 
God’s grace, he allowed Jesus to take 
our place, to be our substitute, so that 
we could actually stand before God 
forgiven of our sin and fully reconciled.  

5. Ephesians 1 goes as far as to call this act 
of forgiveness by God adoption. 

6. We are literally forgiven of our sin and 
adopted into God’s family as a child of 
God.  

• So, we are all reconciled to God in Christ.  
1. We are equal in our sin and we are equal 

as recipients of God’s mercy and we are 
equal as adopted brothers and sisters in 
God’s family.  

2. God is equally angry with sinful 
humanity and equally delighted in all of 
his children.  

ii. Now, look at the rest of chapter 2 
starting in v.14 (explain the word 
“both” – Jews & Gentiles – compare to 
hostility between races, and general 
hostility between one another) 

•  Every single human being stands before 
God equal in their depravity and sin. 
1. Equal in their need for the cross of Jesus 

Christ.  
• Every single Christ follower is reconciled to 

God, forgiven of their sin, adopted into 
God’s family in the same way by the same 
Lord through the same gospel.  
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• Therefore, every single follower of Jesus is 
now a part of the same family, bleeds the 
same forgiven blood, and shares citizenship 
in the same Kingdom.  

iii. In other words, we have been 
reconciled to God in Christ and 
because of that we are reconciled to 
one another. 

• This is an axiom. There is peace between us. 
• Anytime there is not peace between us or 

we do not pursue peace and unity between 
us, we revert to living like we did before 
being reconciled to God. 

iv. Followers of Jesus who are not at 
peace with one another and do not 
pursue unity live inconsistent, 
contradictory lives.  

• And so, now we can fast forward back to 
Ephesians 4 and see how Paul challenges 
us in this.  
 

V. EPHESIANS 4:1-6 
a. Read Ephesians 4:1-6 

i. How do we live consistently with the 
axiom that we are reconciled to God 
and one another in Jesus Christ? 

• We live in such a way that demonstrates 
that we are (v.3) eager to pursue unity and 
maintain the bond of peace within the 
church.  

ii. Paul repeats the basis as to which we 
pursue this unity and peace. (v.4-6) 
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• There is one body (we are all in the same 
family, bleed the same blood, and belong to 
the same Kingdom) and there is one Spirit. 
One Lord. One Faith. One Baptism. One 
God who is over all, in all, and through all.  

iii. And the specific way that we are 
eager to pursue this unity and 
preserve this bond of peace is found 
specifically in v.2. 

• Read Ephesians 4:2 
b. So, let me simplify this for all of us.  

i. Because we are all the same in our 
need of the gospel and we are all the 
same in the redemption that we have 
found in the gospel…our relationships 
should be dominated by Ephesians 
4:2. 

• If we really believe this axiom about the 
gospel. If we really believe that we’re all the 
same in our need of the gospel. 
1. Then Ephesians 4:2 will dominate our 

relationships and our bond and 
commitment to one another in the local 
church will be indestructible.   

ii. A biblically faithful church is filled with 
people who are committed to one 
another.  

• And the church cannot have this kind of 
commitment to one another unless the 
gospel defines their relationships and 
Ephesians 4:2 is happening all over the 
place. 

c. We’ve all been there before… 
i. We have people in our lives where we 

have begun to allow bitterness to 
grow in our heart towards them.  
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• It could be someone in the church, the 
workplace, our spouse, our kids, our 
parents, a neighbor, anyone… 
1.  We’ve started to hold a grudge against 

them.  
2. They have started to become someone 

that just grates on our nerves.  
3. Everything they do, we judge or assume 

the worst about.  
4. We’ve lost respect for them. 
5. Or, we’re just annoyed by them. We 

don’t like them.  
ii. If I were to bring out a white board 

and we had a brainstorming session of 
all of the ways, and the things, and the 
reasons why these feelings about 
others begin to grow in our hearts, we 
could fill up several white boards.  

• Both legitimate reasons…they’ve actually 
hurt us. And illegitimate reasons...we’re just 
being grumpy. 

• How easy is it for us to begin to look down 
on other people? 
 

VI. APPLICATION 
a. So, let’s say that there is a person 

in your Community Group that 
typically dominates the discussion 
and always talks about themselves. 

i. Every time your group gathers to do a 
Bible Study or discuss the sermon, this 
person has a long answer for 
everything and it also seems to steer 
back to themselves. 
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• Every time you take prayer requests, they 
always have long prayer requests and it 
takes time away from other people being 
able to share. 

• And so, over time, as you have been in this 
group, this has begun to grate on your 
nerves.  
1. Every time they share too much or talk 

about themselves, you get annoyed.   
2. To the point where in your head, you’ve 

slapped them with a label. It’s like there 
is a headline over this person that says: 
THIS PERSON ONLY CARES ABOUT 
THEMSEVLES.  

• And so, this conclusion that you have 
drawn for this person impacts your entire 
relationship with them.  
1. You begin to interpret everything they 

do and say through this label that you’ve 
placed on them.  

2. When a group of people are getting 
together to hang out, you silently hope 
they won’t be there.  

3. Maybe you even find an excuse not to 
spend time with them when they ask 
you to hang out. 

• Maybe, a few people in that group start to 
notice the same thing about this person, 
and you privately talk about this person. 
Not intending to gossip, but also not 
intending to anything else but complain.  
1. And when a few people in a group begin 

to collectively label this person, that 
person begins to slowly and subtly get 
pushed out of the group dynamic.  
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2. And it becomes difficult for this person 
to build meaningful relationships within 
that Community Group and maybe even 
within the church.  

ii. You want to know what axiom we are 
living according to when we allow this 
kind of frustration to fester in our 
heart about others? 

• It’s the axiom that says: My comfort, my 
spiritual growth, and my preferences are 
the most important.  
1. It the very axiom that you have 

concluded this other person lives their 
life by.  

iii. But apply Ephesians 4 to this situation 
and the Word of God is urging us to – 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
to which we received.  

• Live your life in a way that is consistent 
with the axiom that has been declared over 
your life.  
1. We’re all the same in our need for the 

gospel! 
2. We were once children of wrath that 

deserved God’s judgement.  
3. But God in his grace rescued us in Christ 

and forgave us of our sin.  
4. We all stand reconciled to God and 

therefore reconciled to one another. 
5. And now we live together in community 

seeking to help each other live for Christ. 
iv. So, when our lives are living within the 

self-awareness that this gospel axiom 
produces, Ephesians 4:2 becomes the 
fruit in our relationships with other 
people.  
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•  So, as we reflect on how I have regarded 
this person in my Community Group, we 
have to ask ourselves: have we been 
humble and gentle?? Have we been 
patient? Do we bear with them in love? 

• Ephesians 4:2 calls us to humility and 
gentleness. 
1. Do we see ourselves as better than this 

person? 
2. Are we rejecting this gospel axiom that 

says that we are the same in our need 
for Jesus Christ to bleed on the cross in 
our place? 

3. And when we really think about it and 
let humility rule in our heart: we realize 
that we actually are the same.  

4. We are guilty of the very thing that we 
are accusing them of: only caring about 
ourselves.  

• Ephesians 4:2 calls us to patience.  
1. Boy, we were quick to slap a label on 

that person and make up our minds 
about them.  

2. We didn’t even get to know them better.  
3. We didn’t even take time to learn their 

story and build a relationship with them.  
4. They rubbed us the wrong way a few 

times and all of the sudden our mind is 
made up about them.  

5. Man, praise God that he has been patient 
with us and given us time to hear the 
gospel and respond and he didn’t make 
a swift judgement.  

• Ephesians 4:2 calls us to bear with one 
another in love.  
1. Our way of bearing with this person has 

been to judge them, maybe talk about 
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them behind their back, and worst of 
all…stay silent and not address it.  

2. We love one another when we place one 
another’s needs above our own. 

3. And we’ve placed our needs above 
theirs…especially by not even being 
willing to address it.  

b. So, let’s trace the outcomes. 
i. When we live with the axiom that my 

comfort, my spiritual growth, and my 
preferences are the most important. 

• And we allow that bitterness and frustration 
with that person to build in our hearts.  
1. And we see ourselves as better than 

them.  
2. We impatiently judge and label them.  
3. And we bear with them by ignoring 

them and talking about them behind 
their back.  

• What is the fruit of that? Is it unity? Is it 
peace? Is it spiritual growth for both myself 
and this other person? 
1. Does this place look and feel any 

different than the rest of the world? 
ii. But when we live under a gospel 

axiom and Ephesians 4:2 dominates 
our relationships with one another… 

• Although we might be bothered by this 
person, we act in humility and gentleness 
towards them.  

• That humility generates a patience with 
them. We’re not quick to label. We’re not 
quick to form conclusions. We’re not quick 
to write them off.  

• Which then allows us to bear with them in 
love.  
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1. We actually don’t see them as an 
obstacle to what I want.  

2. We see ourselves as having a 
responsibility in our commitment to one 
another to help this person grow in 
Christ. 

3. Maybe this is a legitimate issue that 
needs to be addressed. 

4. Well, my ability to allow Ephesians 4:2 
rule over my heart and mind has 
probably produced a context and a 
relational capital with this person to go 
and have a conversation with them if 
that is needed.  

• What is the fruit of Ephesians 4:2? 
1. Oh man…it is unity in the church. The 

bond of peace is protected. People will 
grow exponentially. Community will 
grow deep roots instead of subtly 
breakdown.  

2. We will have a culture in the church of 
actually helping one another follow 
Jesus and not a culture of having to 
constantly impress everyone.  

3. And most importantly…the church’s 
unity as they live according to this 
gospel axiom will be immeasurably 
attractive to a broken, divided, and 
angry world. 

 

c. You want to know what I want? I 
want Ephesians 4:2 to become a 
verb in the church.  
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i. I want this to become such a normal 
and expected part of our culture, that 
when tensions rise, when conflict 
festers, when we get annoyed with 
one another, when our inevitable 
quarks and frustrating qualities come 
out, we are quick to Ephesians 4:2 one 
another.  

• In the situation where you find yourself 
complaining about another person, 
gossiping about another person …that the 
person you’re talking to would quickly stop 
you out of love and ask: have you 
Ephesians 4:2’d this???? 
1. Have you put yourself in a place of 

humility and gentleness with them? Do 
you view yourself as better than them? 

2. Have you had patience with them? Are 
you jumping to conclusions too fast? 

3. Are you bearing with this person in love? 
4. Have you sought them out? Talked to 

them? Heard their story? Do you 
consider their needs as more important 
than your own? 

5. Are you committed to this person 
growing in Christ? 

6. What axiom are you living according to 
right now? 

ii. How can we make Ephesians 4:2 a 
verb around here and in our lives? 

• Husbands and wives, does Ephesians 4:2 
dominate your relationship? 
1. Do you regard and treat one another 

with humility and gentleness? Are you 
patient with one another? Do you bear 
with one another in love? 



	 16	

2. I know there are husbands and wives 
here who are bitter. They’re frustrated. 
They’re tired.  

3. And the axiom that has ruled in your 
house is the axiom that says that my 
comfort, my needs, and my desires are 
most important. 

4. And that will produce a home of tension, 
frustration, and division.  

5. What would it look like for Ephesians 4:2 
to begin to define your relationship with 
one another. 

6. Because it is when the gospel rules your 
home and Ephesians 4:2 rules your 
relationship where the hurt, the anger, 
will actually begin to be addressed…not 
ignored and swept under the rug…but 
truly dealt with.  

7. So, if this is your marriage....you need to 
ask for help. You need trusted people in 
the church to help you walk in the 
freedom of the gospel. 

8. Your marriage is not too far gone and 
joy can be restored.  

9. The question is, are you, not your 
spouse, are you willing to do this?   

• What if the people of the church scattered 
throughout the week into their 
neighborhoods and workplaces and treated 
everyone in an Ephesians 4:2 way. 
1. Think of how the credibility of the 

church’s witness would increase!! 
 

VII. CONCLUSION 
a. Grace Hill, we are a faithful church 

when we are filled with people who 
are committed to one another.  
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i. And Ephesians 4:2 is the nitty gritty of 
our commitment to one another. It’s 
where the rubber meets the road.  

• Everyone who is married knows that it is 
easy to give your wedding vow on your 
wedding day….but then it gets hard.  

• And it’s the same in the church. It’s easy to 
join a church and commit to these 
people…but hard moments will come. 

ii. This is where we truly learn if the 
gospel dominates our love or if the 
world does.  

b. Let me pray that we would live 
according to the gospel and that 
we would love and forgive one 
another as God in Christ has 
forgiven us.  
 

VIII. PRAY 
 

IX. BENEDICTION 
 

i. Grace Hill, look to your left and right. 
See the people of the church. These 
are the people that you have been 
called to love. These are the people 
you have been called to encourage. 
These are the people that you have 
been called to point to Jesus.  

 


