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I. PRAY 
i. Would you lead us at Grace Hill 

Church to be a faithful church filled 
with people who are committed to 
one another…filled with people who 
are exercising the gifts that you have 
given them…and filled with people 
who are experiencing true life change. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION 
a. How exciting is it that we are 

entering our first full calendar year 
as a church! 

i. If you’re new with us… 
• Grace Hill Church was formed as a church 

last April. 
• We help our first public worship services 

last September. 
ii. So, this is our first full year…and as we 

enter into 2018 together, I want to lay 
out some vision for us this morning 
about what it means for Grace Hill to 
be a biblically faithful church that is 
growing and reaching people for 
Christ in this town.  

• But here’s the thing, I want to cast some 
very old vision to us this morning.  
1. Vision that I did not come up with. 
2. It’s not new. It’s not fresh. 

• But, I think when we look at how our culture 
influences our view of the church, this 
vision is extremely radical.  
1. It goes against our culturally-trained 

instincts. 
2. It irritates our individualistic preferences.  
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• This morning, I simply want to lay out the 
vision that the Bible has for the local church 
and talk specifically about how we at Grace 
Hill Church are going to pursue that vision.  

b. Have you ever eaten at the 
Cheesecake Factory? 

i. One of the things that I like and dislike 
about the Cheesecake Factory is how 
massive their menu is! 

• I mean, that thing is a novel! It is ridiculous 
how many options you have at the 
cheesecake factory.  
1. You want steak, you can have steak. Or 

fish. Or BBQ. Or pot roast. Or a salad. Or 
lasagna. Or a burger. Or Tacos. Or 
Orange Chicken. Or Pizza.  

2. Then you have about 50 different 
cheesecakes to choose from.  

• Think about it, if someone from a third 
world context or an ancient context looked 
at a table at the Cheesecake Factory, they 
would be baffled.  
1. Okay, you’re eating Mexican food.  
2. You’re eating Italian food.  
3. You’re eating Asian food.  
4. You’re eating American food.  

• If you stop and think about the variety and 
the options that we have to choose from 
when it comes to what we eat, it really is 
incredible.  

ii. Now, there is nothing wrong with 
eating at a restaurant. But I think 
restaurants are a good analogy for 
how our culture wants us to live our 
lives.  
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• See, our culture says that you are your own 
person…and that your preferences, your 
comfort, your pleasure should be the 
number one priority in your life.  

• So, if you think about going to a 
restaurant… 
1. First of all, think about all of the options 

that you have when it comes to just 
picking a restaurant.  

2. Then, once you and your friends decide 
which restaurant to eat at, you are able 
to pick off a menu exactly what you 
want to eat. 

3. It does not matter when anyone else is 
eating at the table.  

4. It is your decision based on your 
preferences. 

• And this is how our culture wants you to 
live your whole life. 
1. You are your own person and you can 

pick and choose who and what will be a 
part of your life according to your 
preferences and desires.   

iii. And this is how our culture wants us 
to view the church.  

• See, the culture says that the church is 
actually separate from your personal faith 
in God and personal spirituality.  
1. It wants to separate the two.  

• And when you view the church as separate 
from your personal faith… 
1. …we begin to view the church as this 

institution that exists to provide me with 
goods and services.  
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2. I might believe in Jesus and the Bible but 
the church is an optional service that I 
can take advantage of as a way of 
exercising that faith or strengthening 
that faith.  

• And since this is a service that exists to 
serve my faith, I can pick and choose which 
church I want to use for this purpose and 
even “shop” for churches that have the 
right mix of goods and services that will 
best suit my needs.  
1. And the minute a church begins to not 

fulfill my needs, there are plenty more 
you can choose from.  

2. The minute you get tired of Cheesecake 
Factory, you can move on to the next 
restaurant.  

iv. Now, let me offer a quick caveat. I am 
not talking about exercising 
discernment in regards to choosing 
which church your family joins. 

• I’m talking about how our culture influences 
the way we view the church.  

• And that is that the church is an optional 
institution, that provides a good or service 
that I may or may not take advantage of, 
but it is not required for me in regards to 
following Jesus.  

• And you could not have a more wrong, 
biblically backwards, and destructive view 
of church than that.  
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III. SERIES PLUG 
a. And so this morning, I want to 

begin the process of laying out a 
biblical vision for what the church 
is and what the church is supposed 
to be like.   

i. And I am going to do that by starting 
a new sermon series entitled: “Called 
to Belong.” 

• We are going to take the next several 
weeks to do an in depth study of Ephesians 
4 in order to understand what the Bible has 
to say the church is and what it is to be like.  
1. And what we are going to discover in 

this study of Ephesians 4 is that as 
followers of Jesus we are called to 
belong to a local church.  

2. And my prayer is that all of us will catch 
a vision for what it truly means to belong 
in a local church.  

ii. And this morning, I want to do a quick 
overview of Ephesians 4 in order to 
scratch the surface and give you a 
preview of all that we will be studying 
over the next several weeks.  

b. As we study Ephesians 4 together, 
here is what we’re going to learn… 

i. We are going to learn that a biblically 
faithful church is filled with people… 

• who are committed to one another… 
• who are being equipped to minister to one 

another… 
• and who are experiencing real life change. 

1. Repeat 
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IV. POINT #1 – A FAITHFUL CHURCH IS 
FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE 
COMMITTED TO ONE ANOTHER. 
a. Read Ephesians 4:1-6 (point out 

audience – y’all) 
i. One of the analogies that we’ll be 

referring to a lot through this series 
and is also used throughout Scripture 
is that of the body.  

• In Ephesians 1:22-23, Paul tells us that Jesus 
is the head of the body and the church is 
the body of Christ. 
1. And as followers of Jesus we are a part 

of what we call the universal church.  
2. The body of believers in every place and 

across all time.  
3. As members of this universal church we 

are then considered to be a part of the 
body of Christ.  

• But, the Scripture is very clear that that 
universal church manifests itself in local 
expressions.  
1. The church that Paul is writing this letter 

to in Ephesus is a local expression of a 
church.  

2. It is a local expression of the body of 
Christ.  

3. Grace Hill Church is a local expression of 
the body of Christ as well.  

ii. So, as we go back to Ephesians 4, one 
of the ways that we as a local church 
walk in the manner that we have been 
called to walk… 

• Is by, v.3 – “eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
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b. In other words, we as followers of 
Jesus are called to belong to a 
local body of Christ.  

i. We are called to belong to a local 
church and to be committed to that 
local church.  

• We’ll study this passage more in depth next 
week… 

c. But, I just want to point out that 
this flies in the face of how our 
culture wants us to view church.  

i. The other day I was talking to another 
Pastor friend of mine and asking him 
about a mutual friend of ours that 
goes to his church.  

• And he proceeded to tell me that this 
person stopped attending the church due 
to being upset about a few things 
1. …and that they had stopped attending 

church all together.  
2. They now believed that they could 

better follow Jesus apart from the 
church than being in the church. 

3. They enjoyed being Christians apart 
from the church more than being in the 
church.  

• Now, don’t get me wrong. The church can 
get messy and I’ve probably felt similarly 
before as well.  

ii. But here’s the problem: this person’s 
view and expectation of the church is 
inherently selfish. 

• To them, the church is about their own 
spiritual walk with Christ, their own 
experience.  
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1. Again, you have this separate institution 
that I may utilize for the purpose of my 
faith. 

2. Because attending church is about me. 
My faith. My walk with Christ.  

3. I don’t attend this church because I care 
about these people’s faith. 

4. It’s about my faith.  
• My commitment to this church is to the 

institution and it goes as deep as I feel that I 
am getting what I need. 

d. But Paul calls us in v.3 to be eager 
to maintain unity and in v.25 he 
says that “we are members of one 
another.” 

i. So, a faithful church is filled with 
people who are committed to one 
another. 

• Who don’t see the church as an institution, 
but they see the church as people -  a local 
expression of the body of Christ.  

ii.  This is why we do membership at 
Grace Hill Church.  

• We think that if people want to call Grace 
Hill their church home, they should make a 
commitment to this church and become a 
member of the church.  
1. And this commitment is not to me. It’s 

not to an institution. It’s not to a non-
profit entity.  

2. The commitment is to one another. The 
commitment is to the other people of 
this church.  
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• And we have our members sign a covenant 
where they indicate that they want to 
commit themselves to these people and 
they want to lock arms with one another in 
growing in Christ together and reaching 
this community together! 

iii. When you get married, you make a 
vow to your spouse.  

• And that vow says, for the rest of my life, 
I’m here.  
1. I’m not leaving.  
2. When things are good/bad.  
3. When we have money/don’t have 

money.  
4. When we are healthy/when we’re sick.  
5. I’m committed to you. I’m going to grow 

old with you.  
6. I’m not leaving.  

• Listen, committing to a local church is not 
the same thing as a wedding vow, it doesn’t 
carry the same force…but I do think we 
need to consider the commitment in a 
similar way.  
1. I’m committing to this church. I’m not 

committing to a Sunday morning 
worship service or an institution. I’m 
committing to these people! 

2. I’m here.  
3. When the church is small and when it 

grows. 
4. When I like the worship, when I don’t like 

the worship.  
5. When I like the preaching, when I don’t 

like the preaching.  
6. When there is conflict and when there is 

peace.  
7. I’m here.  
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• Why? Because my bond with these people 
is not anchored in mutual preferences. It’s 
not anchored in our similar taste in music or 
preachers.   
1. No my bond with these people is 

anchored in our one Lord, our one faith, 
our one baptism.  

2. Our bond is in the reality that everyone 
of us are the same in our need for the 
saving work of Jesus and everyone of us 
are the same as recipients of the saving 
work of Jesus.  

• I want to grow in my love and faith in the 
gospel with these people.  
1. I show up even when I don’t feel like it 

because I’m committed to these people.  
2. I recognize it’s not just about me! 
3. I’m not just here for the growth of my 

personal faith, I am here for the building 
up of the faith of every person in this 
room.  

4. I take responsibility for the faith of all the 
people of my church! 

• That leads us to the second point… 

 
V. POINT #2 – A FAITHFUL CHURCH IS 

FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE 
BEING EQUIPPED TO MINISTER TO 
ONE ANOTHER.  
a. Read Ephesians 4:11-13. 

i. Again, we’ll study this in depth in a 
few weeks, but what is Paul saying 
here? 
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• Paul is saying that my job as a pastor is to 
equip you for your job in the church which 
is the work of ministry.  

• And the purpose of the work of ministry is 
so that all of us in this church grow in our 
walks with Christ! 

• So, as a member of the church and the 
Body of Christ, you have a role and a 
responsibility for the faith of everyone else 
who is a member of this church! 

ii. Go back to that mutual friend I was 
talking about who decided she could 
follow Christ better without the 
church.  

• You can’t follow Jesus without belonging to 
a church.  

• Because we all need the ministry of the 
Body of Christ to grow in our maturity and 
we all have a responsibility as a member of 
the body of Christ to help others grow! 
1. Read Ephesians 4:15-16. 
2. Everyone one of us has a role to play for 

this body to work properly. 
iii. Look to your left and your right. 

• We are not here for just ourselves, we are 
here for everyone else.  
1. If everyone in this church is committed 

to everyone being fed spiritually, then 
everyone will be fed.  

2. If everyone in this church is here just to 
be fed, no one will get fed.  

3. We need one another.  
 
 
 



	 12	

b. So, as a church we want to be 
obedient to this biblical vision and 
as your pastors, we want to 
obedient to our responsibility of 
helping you identify the gifts that 
God has given you and equip you 
for the work of ministry here at 
Grace Hill. 

i. This is why we are launching the RED 
Workshop.  

• RED stands for Recognize, Equip, and 
Deploy. 

• This is a three-session workshop that is 
designed to help the members of our 
church: 
1. Recognize their gifts, passions, talents, 

and abilities. 
2. Equip them to use these gifts for the 

work of ministry.  
3. And Deploy them into ministry 

opportunities here at Grace Hill Church.  
ii. I get people asking me all the time 

when we are going to plan more 
outreach events, when we are going 
to do a men’s ministry or women’s 
ministry, or the list goes on… 

• I love that people are asking these 
questions and wanting to see these things 
get going at Grace Hill! 

• And the RED Workshop is the first step 
because the RED workshop is our way of 
identifying the ministry potential of our 
church and unleashing it.  
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iii. So, if you are a member of Grace Hill, 
you are going to be hearing a lot 
about RED. 

• RED is only open to our members. 
1. So, if you are interested but not a 

member, the first step for you is to go 
through our membership process which 
I will talk about a bit later during the 
announcements. 

• Our first RED Workshop is going to be in 
February.  
1. It’s a three-session workshop.  
2. The first session is on Sunday, February 

11, 4pm-6pm. Childcare provided.  
3. The second session is online.  
4. The third session is on Sunday, February 

25, 4pm-6pm. Childcare provided.  
• Again, you’ll be hearing a lot about RED 

over the next few weeks, but if you are a 
member of this church, I strongly 
encourage you to clear your schedule to 
come to RED. 
1. You’ll be able to sign-up starting this 

week when our Newsletter comes out.  

VI. POINT #3 – A FAITHFUL CHURCH IS 
FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE 
EXPERIENCING READ LIFE CHANGE. 
a. Read Ephesians 4:23-24. 

i. This work of putting off your old self 
and putting on the new self happens 
in the context of the church! 

• We will spend a lot of time in this series 
studying this.  
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b. But, the church is the context 
where true life change can happen. 

i. When you have a group of people 
who are all committed to one another, 
even when things get tough. 

• When you have a group of people who 
show up not just for themselves but for 
others.  

• When you have a group of people who see 
this church as a body where everyone is 
valued and utilized.  

• When everyone takes on the responsibility 
of ministering to one another. Of loving one 
another. Pointing one another to Jesus.  

• Then the church becomes the context 
where real life change can occur in our 
lives.  

• The church becomes the context where 
you can be honest about the old self and its 
destructive habits and people can help you 
put on your true identity, your new self in 
Christ.  

c. You know, early on in Kim and I’s 
marriage, we lived in Dallas, TX for 
a bit while I was in Seminary.  

i. During that time, we had a cousin who 
was 15 and she was just going through 
a pretty tough time…so we offered for 
her to come live with us.  

• So, I’m 23 years old about to have a 15-year 
old come live in my house. 

• And we were brand new in Dallas and we 
were brand new at our church…I hadn’t 
even met our pastor yet.  
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ii. But, I’ll never forget the first time I 
met Him…his name was Steve Harden.  

• And the first thing I said to him was: “Hi, I’m 
new here, I’m 23, I’m in Seminary, and we’re 
about to have a 15 year old come live with 
us, please help.” 

• And you know what that Pastor did. That 
Pastor unleased the ministry power of his 
church upon us.  
1. Not the institution. Not some program.  

• No, he immediately began connecting us to 
certain individuals and families within the 
church that were able to use their unique 
gifts to care for us. 
1. He offered to mentor me.  
2. He connected with us with a young lady 

in the church who had gone through 
similar struggles as our cousin but was 
now trained in counseling. 

3. He got this girl connected with youth 
leaders.  

4. He came to our house to pray and 
several families offered support. 

5. We all got connected into a recovery 
ministry that walked through gospel-
centered life change like we’re talking 
about here in Ephesian 4.  

• And believe me, Kim and I thought we were 
walking our cousin through this recovery 
ministry, but I think the Lord used our 
cousin as a way to make us go through it! 

iii. But here’s my point. Because this 
church was filled with people who 
were committed to one another and 
equipped for the work of ministry, this 
church became the context where real 
life change occurred for my family. 
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VII. CLOSING CHALLENGE 
a. And I pray that that is the kind of 

church that Grace Hill will be.  
i. Do we want to conform to the culture 

and view church like we do 
restaurants? 

• We pick and choose as we please. No real 
commitment. I eat what I want to eat. 
Doesn’t matter what others are eating at 
the table.  

ii. Or do we want to see this place like a 
big kitchen where we’re all helping 
prepare the meal.  

• We all have skills, gifts, talents, and 
passions to help prepare the meal.  

• We’re all making sure that everyone has 
plenty to eat.  

• And we’re all sharing the same meal.  

b. I don’t want Grace Hill Church to 
become a Sunday morning show.  

i. I don’t want to see this church grow 
massively in number but then we 
realize that no one is really 
committed, no one is being equipped 
for ministry, and real-life change isn’t 
happening.  

ii. Because those churches don’t really 
reach people.  

• They don’t really see people who are far 
from God experience true life change as 
they give their lives to Christ.  

• They may have a ton of false converts 
coming on Sunday morning who have no 
one in their life consistently pointing them 
to Jesus.  
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• And they probably aren’t pointing others to 
Jesus.  

• These are churches that find their bond in 
mutual preferences not the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  

iii. No, I want to see this church grow but 
functioning as the body of Christ. 

• This isn’t the ministry of Allan McCullough 
or Nick Jones.  

• This isn’t a Sunday morning event.  
• This is the church. The body of Christ.  
• And we want to see people actually 

reached with the gospel by speaking the 
gospel and displaying the gospel with our 
love for one another. 

• We want to see real life change. 

c. So, the challenge for all of us is to 
ask ourselves: how do we really 
view the church? 

i. And two practical steps for you: 
• Sign up for our membership class if you’re 

not a member and ready to make that step.  
1. More info later. 

• If you are member, come to the RED 
Workshop.  

ii. But, I’m excited for our study in 
Ephesians 4.  

• It will be challenging. 
• It will be radical.  
• It will be foundational to this church moving 

forward.  
 

VIII. PRAY 
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IX. BENEDICTION 
 

i. Grace Hill, look to your left and right. 
See the people of the church. These 
are the people that you have been 
called to love. These are the people 
you have been called to encourage. 
These are the people that you have 
been called to point to Jesus.  


