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I. MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
a. Thanks for gathering with us on our 

first Christmas Eve! 
b. Allan McCullough 

i. One of the pastors at Grace Hill 
Church. 

c. You know, when I was growing 
up… 

i. I remember going to Christmas Eve 
services on the night before Christmas 
and I couldn’t WAIT until they were 
finished! 

• Because that meant we could go home, go 
to bed, and then it would be CHRISTMAS! 

ii. So, for the sake of the kiddos, we’ll 
make this brief! 
 

II.  JOY 
a. Now earlier, we were playing some 

clips from Elf. And you might be 
thinking, “What churches plays Elf 
at a Christmas Eve service” 

i. Well, in my family one of our traditions 
is watching the movie Elf (that we 
were playing earlier). 

• And I’ll admit that Elf has absolutely 
nothing to do with why Christians celebrate 
Christmas.  
1. It’s about how our culture celebrates 

Christmas. 
• The way our culture celebrates Christmas 

and the way Christians celebrate Christmas 
are completely different.  
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b. But, I do think there is something 
that they have in common.  
 

i. That’s joy.  
• The Christmas season is a season where we 

want to feel joy.  
1. The joy of giving and receiving gifts.  
2. The joy of being with family and friends.  
3. The joy of time off work and school.  
4. The joy of good food. 

 

III. LUKE 2 
a. But Christmas being all about joy is 

something that was declared on 
the very first Christmas day.  

i. Let me show you: Read Luke 2:8-14. 
• “And in the same region there were 

shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!”  
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b. So, these angels declare three 
things to these shepherds. 

i. They declare: 
• Good News 
• That produces Great Joy 
• And this is for All People. 

c. Tonight, as we celebrate Christmas 
Eve together, we need to know 
that the birth of Jesus Christ… 

i. Is good news! 
ii. It brings great joy in our life.  
iii. And it is for all people.  
d. Let’s break that down… 

 
IV.    THE BIRTH OF JESUS IS GOOD 

NEWS 
a. Did you notice the titles that the 

angels gave the newborn baby, 
Jesus, during their announcement 
to the shepherd? 

i. V.11 – This is a Savior. This is the Christ 
(the promised Messiah the Jews have 
been waiting for). This is the Lord – 
literally God Himself.  

ii. God Himself had come out of heaven 
and entered into our context here on 
earth.  

b. I remember this one time in High 
School. 

i. It was my senior year and I was 
between classes walking through the 
hallway with one of my buddies, Luke.  
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• We were hungry, so we decided to leave 
school, jump in the car, and run up to the 
local McDonalds to get some food.  
1. Yes, we would be late for our next class, 

but we could talk our way around it.  
ii. So, we jump in the car, go to 

McDonalds, order our food, and sit 
down at the McDonalds to eat our 
food.  

iii. Well guess who happened to be also 
making a quick McDonalds run at that 
time? 

• Mr. Person – The Principal.  
• My heart stopped as I watched him walk 

into the McDonalds.  
• He saw us, came over to our table, and I’ll 

never forget… 
1. He sat down and said: “Well, good 

afternoon gentleman!” 
2. Can you remind me of your names? I’m 

just going to write those down. 
• We told him our names, he got up, got 

some food, and left.  
iv. Now, see, Mr. Person, the principal of 

our school, left his context of the 
principal’s office, and entered into our 
context in the McDonalds as we were 
skipping class.  

• But let me assure you, this was NOT GOOD 
NEWS. 

• We faced a day of judgement.  
• We visited the principal’s office and 

detention was handed out! 
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c. But, we have to understand tonight 
that God coming out of heaven and 
entering into our context is good 
news for us! 

i. John 3:17 – “For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 

ii. The Bible declares that all of us have 
fallen into sin, we have broken God’s 
law and therefore we deserve God’s 
judgement. 

• It’s not just detention that we deserve, but 
the Bible says that we actually deserve 
death. 

iii. But the good news of the birth of 
Jesus is that God did not visit us to 
take down names in order to hand out 
judgement… 

• But He came to make a way that we could 
be redeemed from our sin, before that Day 
of Judgement comes… 

• And that leads to our second point: 

 
V. THE BIRTH OF JESUS BRINGS GREAT 

JOY 
a. When the angels announced peace 

on earth in v.14, we notice that they 
didn’t declare a blanket peace that 
will be applied to everyone.  

i. Look at the text in v.14 – “…on earth 
peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 
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ii. This is a peace and a joy that is given 
to those who believe that Jesus is the 
our Savior.  

b. See, the birth of Jesus is our source 
of peace and joy in this life when 
we understand that the reason why 
Jesus became a human being is so 
he could take the judgement that 
we deserve on himself…  

i. This is what Hebrews 2:14-15 says –  
• “Because God’s children are human 

beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son 
also became flesh and blood. For only as a 
human being could he die, and only by 
dying could he break the power of the 
devil, who had the power of death. Only in 
this way could he set free all who have lived 
their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.” 

ii. Jesus was born into this world so that 
he could die in our place. 

• Jesus became one of us so he could live a 
life without sin.  
1. Go to the cross as he takes the 

punishment that we deserve for our sin.  
2. And allow us to live forever as we 

receive the reward that Jesus’ deserves 
for his life without sin.  

3. Jesus became one of us so we could 
have his life.  

iii. And this is a source of great joy and 
peace for us because we are set free 
from the fear of dying. We are set free 
from the fear of judgement. We are 
set free from the fear of the principal’s 
office. 
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c. But the Bible is clear that this is a 
peace and joy for those who 
believe and trust in Jesus as their 
savior. 

i. It is available to all people, but only 
those who trust in Jesus will receive it.  

• That’s our third point… 

 
VI. THIS GOOD NEWS THAT PRODUCES 

GREAT JOY IS FOR ALL PEOPLE! 
a. What’s interesting is who the 

angels from heaven decided to 
announce the birth of Jesus to in 
the passage that we read out of 
Luke 2.  

i. God didn’t send angels to announce 
this birth to Caesar, King Herod, or 
some other political ruler.  

• He didn’t announce it to wealthy people.  
• No, he announced it to a few shepherds.  

ii. Nowadays, we have a romanticized 
view of shepherds.  

• We kind of think of them as these soft 
gentle men who gracefully led sheep with 
their flowing robes, long hair, and hooked 
staff.  

• But the reality is that shepherd were 
outcast in their society…with a similar 
reputation as tax collectors.  

• Their vocation was seen as lowly work that 
no one would want to do.  

• They spent all hours of the day and night in 
the outskirts of the city away from people 
and so they were seen as socially awkward.  
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• Many were also robbers as they would steal 
from those traveling between cities. 

• They didn’t have the same legal rights as 
many other people. 

• They were scene as burley herdsman whom 
you didn’t’ want to associate with.  

iii. Yet, these are the people that God 
decides to send a chorus of angels to 
in order to announce the birth of 
Jesus.  

b. The good news that brings great 
joy is for all people.  

i. And that’s exactly why we decided to 
start Grace Hill Church in Herndon.  

• Our vision is to be a church where all 
people can find joy in Jesus.  

ii. The reality is: 
• No matter what your past is like… 
• No matter the sins you have committed… 
• No matter what sins you are currently 

involved in right now… 
iii. The grace of God in and through 

Jesus Christ is available to you.  
• No one is outside the grasp of the grace of 

God and as long as you’re alive, it is never 
too late to trust in Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins.  

iv. Listen, no one in your family is outside 
grasp of the grace of God.  

• Not one of your co-workers is too far gone. 
• Not one of your neighbors is too far gone.  
• Not one of your children.  
• Not your parents. 
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c. You know, one of our church 
members here recently had an 
Uncle, Bob, who was dying of 
cancer.  

i. And we had spent some time with him 
praying for him and sharing Christ 
with Him.  

• And he really didn’t want to have anything 
to do with Jesus.  

• But that didn’t stop his wife and other 
family members from praying for him and 
sharing about the good news of great joy 
that is available to him.  

• It didn’t stop his family from believing that 
this good news of great joy was for Bob. 

ii. Well, several weeks after this, he was 
talking with his wife and something 
changed in his heart.  

• And in that moment with his wife, he 
decided to trust in Jesus. 

• He believed that Jesus came here on that 
first Christmas day to die in his place. 

iii. Less than 24 hours after that, the Lord 
called Him home where he received 
the reward for the righteousness of 
Jesus and not the judgment for his 
own sin.  
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VII. CONCLUSION 
a. Tonight, as we celebrate Christmas 

together, let’s be reminded that the 
birth of Jesus is good news of 
great joy for all people.  

i. Some of us here tonight have not yet 
truly believed in this good news and 
tonight could be the beginning of a 
peace and joy that is not of this world.  
 

ii. And for others of us who do believe in 
the good news and we have received 
that joy, we need to be reminded 
tonight that that good news is for all 
people.  

• There are people around us everyday that 
need us to believe that this good news is 
for them! 

• Can I repeat that? 
• Who in your life needs to be told that this 

good news of great joy is for them? 

b. Let me pray that we would be a 
people who believe so deeply in 
this good news of great joy that it 
becomes contagious here in the 
Town of Herndon.  

 
VIII. PRAY 


