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1 Kings 6–8

Elementary Bible Story

 
Solomon was the king of Israel after his father, David, died. God made Solomon very
wise. Solomon began to build a temple for the Lord. Solomon ordered thousands of
workers to help build the temple. They cut cedar logs and stone blocks. They laid a
foundation and built the outside of the temple.
 
God blessed the temple and promised Solomon, “If you obey My commands, I will
keep the promise I made to David. I will live among the Israelites, and I will not
abandon My people.”
 
The temple was built in seven years. It was beautiful! The cedar paneling inside
the temple was carved with ornamental gourds and flower blossoms. Solomon
overlaid everything inside the temple with pure gold. He hired men to make
bronze furnishings for the temple, such as bronze bowls for holding water. When
the temple was complete, Solomon moved the ark of God from its place on Mount
Zion to the new temple in Jerusalem.
 
Solomon gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the ark to the most
holy place in the temple, King Solomon and the leaders sacrificed sheep and cattle
to the Lord.
 
When the priests came out of the temple, a cloud filled the temple. God’s glory was
in the cloud. Solomon turned to speak to the Israelites. “Praise God!” he said.
“God promised David that his son would build a temple. God kept His promise!”
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2/3s & 3/4s Bible Story

 
 
King Solomon began building a temple for God. God said to Solomon, “If you
obey Me, I will keep My promise to live with My people.” Solomon used many
workers to build the temple, and they did a good job. It took seven years to build
the temple, and it was beautiful. When it was time to bring the ark of God into
the temple, the people praised God. Solomon said, “There is no one like You,
God. When we pray to You and bring gifts to You, hear and forgive us.” Solomon
told the people, “Love God and obey Him with your whole heart.”

 

Christ Connection
LEADER • : The temple was a place where God was with His people. The
people could go there to make sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we
trust in Jesus, He is with us wherever we go. We can look to Him for
forgiveness and help.

Practice the Key Passage
PreK: If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God.
James 1:5a
 
 
Elementary: If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously
to all without reproach, and it will be given him.
James 1:5

Solomon stood and prayed with his hands spread out toward heaven. “There is no
God like You!” he said. Then Solomon thought about the future. He knew Israel
would sin and make God angry again; so Solomon asked or forgiveness, and he
asked God to hear their prayers. When Solomon had finished praying, he
encouraged the Israelites to love and obey God. The people returned
to their homes, joyful because God was good to them.

{Continued}
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Solomon built a temple for God.
Solomon told the people to love God with all their heart.
Because of Jesus, we can worship God everywhere.

Repeat with child(ren):

 

 

 

What did God promise to do if  Solomon obeyed Him?  (dwell  among the
Israelites,  not abandon them.
How long did it take Solomon and the workers to finish the temple?  (seven
years).
What did Solomon ask God to do when Israel sinned? (hear their prayers, forgive
them, and restore them when they repent.

 [Upper Elementary]
Why did Solomon want to build a temple for God? Guide kids to recall that King
David had wanted to build a temple to honor God. God had told King David that
his son Solomon would build a temple. Solomon wanted to build the temple to
honor God. The temple Solomon built was where people went

Why don’t people have to go to a temple now to meet with God? Remind kids
that because God is holy, sinful people could not approach His presence in the
temple. The priest could approach God’s presence and obtain forgiveness for
people’s sin. When Jesus died on the cross, He paid for our sin once and for all.
When we trust in Him, we have forgiveness
and can approach God on our own through prayer, Bible reading, and worship.
How do you feel about communicating with God? Invite kids to share their
thoughts and experiences. Emphasize that we can approach God as a loving
Father. He loves His children. We can speak to God through prayer about
anything.

     to meet with God. 

PRAYER
God, thank You for Your Word. We are comforted by the fact that You know
everything about the past, present, and future. You are faithful and You keep Your
promises. We know that the temple did not contain You. You cannot be put in a box;
You are so great! Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to take away our sin and
bring us to You. We love You. Amen.
 

[Lower Elementary]

[2/3s & 3/4s]


